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curriculum, and integrate technology and
high-quality instructional materials into the
classroom, as well as motivate students and
help them understand how math concepts
are applied in the real world. The strategy
should identify significant Federal programs,
activities, and partnerships available to im-
prove teaching and learning, ensure that
these resources are appropriately focused on
helping students reach challenging math
standards, and determine how these re-
sources can best support State and local re-
forms. In developing this strategy, the inter-
agency group should review the current sta-
tus of improvements in math education and
identify and address critical areas of need,
drawing on research and input from edu-
cators and professional organizations.

Because teaching and learning in math and
science are so integrally related, and because
success in both subjects is vitally important
in this information era, the working group
should also review how Federal resources
and partnerships with other organizations
can help improve student achievement in
science.

The working group should make its rec-
ommendations and submit its action strategy
to me within 90 days.

William J. Clinton

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
International Agreements

March 6, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Pursuant to subsection (b) of the Case-Za-

blocki Act (1 U.S.C. 112b(b)), I hereby trans-
mit a report prepared by the Department of
State concerning international agreements.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the Trade
Agreements Program
March 6, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 163 of the Trade

Act of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2213),
I transmit herewith the 1997 Trade Policy
Agenda and 1996 Annual Report on the
Trade Agreements Program.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 6, 1997.

The President’s News Conference
March 7, 1997

The President. Good afternoon, ladies
and gentlemen. Today we learned some very
good news about the American economy.
Our Nation has created almost 600,000 new
jobs in the first 2 months of 1997, almost
12 million since January of 1992. At the same
time, the deficit has been reduced by 63 per-
cent; investment in our people has increased;
inflation remains low. Our economy is on the
right track. But to stay on that right track,
we have to balance the budget while we go
forward with the work that leads to continued
growth and low inflation. That’s what our bal-
anced budget will do, eliminating the deficit
in 5 years and strengthening critical invest-
ments for the future of all of our people.

Last week the Congressional Budget Of-
fice certified that even under its assumptions,
because of the protections we built into the
budget, it would be balanced by 2002. So
I am hopeful, and I want to say again that
the talks we have been continually having
with congressional leaders in both parties will
produce a balanced budget agreement this
year and in the not too distant future.

I also want to talk a moment about our
commitments to our Gulf war veterans. And
I thank Secretary Brown and the other veter-
ans leaders who are here, including Elaine
Larson from the Presidential Advisory Com-
mittee on Gulf War Illnesses, the leadership
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and other
veterans organizations, and the Persian Gulf
veterans who join with us here today.
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