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NOTE: The President’s 138th news conference
began at 2:36 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Prime Min-
ister Binyamin Netanyahu of Israel; Chairman
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority; King
Hussein I of Jordan; President Hafiz al-Asad of
Syria; and President Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico.

Statement on Senator Wendell H.
Ford’s Decision Not To Seek
Reelection
March 10, 1997

Senator Wendell Ford has served his home
State of Kentucky with pride and distinction
for four terms as a Member of the U.S. Sen-
ate. He has been a leader in the Democratic
Party and a personal friend for many years.
Senator Ford’s tireless efforts as a veteran,
businessman, Lieutenant Governor, and
Governor before coming to Washington,
have earned him the admiration of all who
know him. I will miss his leadership and ad-
vice on Capitol Hill but know that he will
continue to find ways to improve the lives
of the constituents he has served so well for
so long. Kentucky and the Nation are better
for his dedication and service. Hillary and
I wish him, his wife, Jean, and their family
well in the years to come.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Report on
Peacekeeping Operations
March 10, 1997

Dear lllll:
Enclosed is a copy of the 1996 Annual Re-

port to the Congress on Peacekeeping, pur-
suant to section 407(d) of the Foreign Rela-
tions Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994
and 1995 (Public Law 103–236).

Once again in 1996, multilateral peace-
keeping operations proved their worth in
helping to defuse conflict and alleviate hu-
manitarian crises around the world. Our sup-
port for the United Nations and other peace-
keeping options allows us to protect our in-
terests before they are directly threatened
and ensures that others share with us the
risks and costs of maintaining stability in the
post-Cold War world.

The concerted efforts we have made over
the past few years have brought greater dis-
cipline to peacekeeping decision-making in
national capitals and at the United Nations.
Tough questions about the mandate, size,
cost, duration, and exit strategy for proposed
missions are asked and answered before they
are approved. Careful attention is also given
to ensuring that those responsible for leading
the mission—whether the United Nations,
NATO, or a coalition of concerned states—
are capable of doing the job at hand.

I hope you will find the enclosed report
a valuable and informative account of how
the United States uses peacekeeping to pro-
mote stability and protect its interests. It is
important that peacekeeping remain a viable
choice when we face situations in which nei-
ther inaction nor unilateral American inter-
vention is appropriate. To that end, I look
forward to working with you on my proposal
to continue our reform efforts at the United
Nations and to pay off our peacekeeping
debt.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Idential letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Strom Thurmond, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Armed Services; Ted Stevens, chairman,
Senate Committee on Appropriations; Benjamin
A. Gilman, chairman, House Committee on Inter-
national Relations; Robert L. Livingston, chair-
man, House Committee on Appropriations; and
Floyd Spence, chairman, House Committee on
National Security.

Remarks to the Conference on Free
TV and Political Reform and an
Exchange With Reporters
March 11, 1997

The President. Thank you. What a gift.
[Laughter] Thank you, Walter Cronkite.
Thank you, Paul Taylor, for your passion and
your commitment. Thank you, Senator
McCain, Chairman Hundt, Ann McBride,
Becky Cain. And thank you, Barry Diller, for
what you have said about this important
issue. I am delighted to have the chance to
come here today, and I thank the sponsors
of this event.
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