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Remarks to the Saxophone Club in
Miami, Florida

March 13, 1997

Thank you. Thank you, Buddy MacKay.
Thank you, Elaine Bloom. I want to thank
all the people here from the Saxophone Club,
and Merry Morris and Mr. Berger, the co-
chairs of tonight’s event. I want to thank Ed
Kia and his trio who played earlier, and
Albita and John Secada and these wonderful
musicians. They were fabulous at the Inau-
gural, and they were great here tonight. I
only wish they had sung about 10 more min-
utes. I love that song.

Let me say, first and foremost, this is my
first trip back to Florida since the election.
It has been 60 years since a Democrat was
reelected President and 20 years since a
Democrat carried the State of Florida. And
I came to say, more than anything else, thank
you, thank you, thank you.

And it is true what Buddy MacKay said—
my whole odyssey, the whole struggle that
I have waged these long years, not just to
be President but to change the direction of
our country, got its first big boost in the State
of Florida in December of 1991, in the straw
poll. And Buddy was there, and Elaine
Bloom was there, and a number of others
were, and we won it. And it was the begin-
ning of a terrific personal adventure for Hil-
lary and for me, but more importantly for
a different direction for our country.

And I want all of you to be proud who
are here at this Saxophone Club event. You
know, the Saxophone Clubs really started
with the campaign of ’92 with some young
people who wanted to find a way for people
who couldn’t give a lot of money but wanted
to give some money and work and to be a
part of the political process and to be valued
and to have their voices heard to do that.
And that gave birth to the Saxophone Clubs.

And they spread all across the country
now. And I always say, wherever I go, I don’t
want to do any kind of event unless we also
have something for the Saxophone Club be-
cause I especially want to see the young peo-
ple who come out to these events. And I want
them to know that we’re working every day
for them and their future in Washington to

make this country better in the years ahead.
And I thank you for that.

I want all of you who have helped us these
last few years to be proud of the fact that
we have the lowest combined rates of unem-
ployment and inflation in over 30 years, that
we just had an economy that produced more
jobs in one Presidential term than any before
in history, that we’ve had 4 years of declining
crime rates and the biggest reduction in wel-
fare rolls in history, that our country is lead-
ing the world toward reducing the nuclear
threat, dealing with the new threats of bio-
logical and chemical weapons, working for
people in the Middle East and Northern Ire-
land, working—I’m going to meet with Presi-
dent Yeltsin next week in Helsinki to try to
work on making sure that Europe will be free
and democratic and it will have a positive
relationship with Russia and that we can get
rid of the nuclear problems that are still out
there overhanging us from the cold war.

We are moving ahead. And as Buddy
MacKay said, I’m also going around the
country on what has become a personal cru-
sade for me and for Hillary and for the Vice
President. Today I spoke in the North Caro-
lina Legislature; Al Gore spoke in California.
In a couple of weeks, Hillary and I are going
to sponsor a conference in Washington on
early childhood learning. And all of this is
designed to make sure that for the next 4
years, we commit ourselves to making sure
that in the 21st century every person in this
country, without regard of their racial or eth-
nic background, will have access to world-
class education and a chance to live out their
dreams by developing their goals.

Make no mistake about it, that’s what all
this is about. You are part of a movement
to build this country and move it into a new
century with the American dream alive for
everyone, where we reject the divisions that
so many try to impose on us at political times
for political reasons and come together as
one country, and where we continue to lead
the world for peace and freedom and pros-
perity. That is the world I’m determined to
leave to you in 4 years when I go out of office
and a new century and a new millennium
come into our lives. And together that’s ex-
actly what we’re going to do.

Thank you, and God bless you all.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 p.m. at the
Sheraton Bal Harbour Hotel. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Telephone Remarks to Lighthouse
Elementary School in Jupiter,
Florida
March 14, 1997

Dr. Joan Kowal. Good morning, Mr.
President.

The President. Good morning, Joan.
Dr. Kowal. And good morning—I know

that the President is saying good morning to
all the boys and girls here that are gathered
at Lighthouse. We’re very pleased to at least
have you on the phone and we wish you were
here in person and we know you do, too.

The President. Oh, I really wish I were
there. I wanted so much to come and visit
because I’ve heard so much about the school.
And I know about the problem of growth
and crowding in Florida, and I wanted to use
the work you’re doing there as a strong argu-
ment for passing this program in Congress
to help school districts like this one and
throughout the State of Florida to do the
building they need to do.

And I’m very grateful—and I also wanted
to thank all the students and the educators
for showing up. I know the student body
president there, Marcy Haylett—I’ve been
told this is her birthday. I hope you will tell
her happy birthday for me.

Dr. Kowal. I will tell you she also has the
title of president. I was going to get to intro-
duce that president this morning. And she
is, indeed, celebrating an 11th birthday at
this time. And I think one of the things—
we know you didn’t choose Lighthouse quite
by accident. When we think of the symbol
of a lighthouse and the fact that what it offers
is a real symbol of hope on the horizon and
helps navigators, and we know that one of
the things that as you’re looking for growth,
that it’s a real sense of hope for us. And we’re
very pleased that you’ve recognized the chal-
lenge here as we talk about rebuilding Amer-
ica’s schools.

Can you tell us just a little bit more—and
let me just say, Marcy wants to—she had a

long introduction here, but I want to ask her
just to say a couple of words out of her intro-
duction, because she wanted the opportunity
to do that. Is that okay?

The President. Sure, I want to hear her.
Marcy Haylett. Hey, Mr. President. It is

an honor and a privilege to have the 42d
President to come to Lighthouse Elementary
School to speak to us and to help us to solve
our problem of overcrowded schools.

The President. Thank you, Marcy.
Ms. Haylett. You’re welcome.
The President. And happy birthday again.
Ms. Haylett. Thank you.
The President. Hope you have a great

day.
Ms. Haylett. Hope you feel better.
The President. Oh, I’ll feel better, and

I hope I get to come and visit you later, okay?
Ms. Haylett. Okay.
The President. That’s great.
Dr. Kowal. Mr. President, can you give

us a few words—you are now on loud-
speaker, and let me just mention that stand-
ing here with me is Commissioner Brogan,
and he’s grabbing the phone out of my hand.
But I’ll tell you what, he is one of the most
visible commissioners we’ve had here in
Florida. He just wants to say howdy.

The President. Hello, Frank.
Commissioner Frank Brogan. Mr. Presi-

dent, how are you?
The President. I’m great. I heard you and

Joan talking on the television a few moments
ago. It was very good, and I appreciate what
you had to say.

Commissioner Brogan. Well, Mr. Presi-
dent, we are certainly sorry to hear about
your accident. The good news is they’ll have
to give you two strokes a side in the future,
I suppose.

The President. Right. I saw Greg Norman
this morning; I told him my handicap is going
up by the minute.

Mr. Brogan. Well, we are disappointed,
as I’m sure you’re well aware, but I told all
of the wonderful children and teachers and
parents here at Lighthouse Elementary that
I’m sure you’re considerably more dis-
appointed, having had the accident and not
being able to visit this great school.

The President. I’m so disappointed be-
cause I really looked forward to coming. As
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