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then if you have a question or two, we’ll try
to answer them.

Prime Minister Guterres. Well, first of
all let me say how happy and proud I am
to have been able to accept this kind invita-
tion of President Clinton. This is a very excit-
ing moment for the Atlantic community, and
we have many things to discuss about our
common interests in regards to the relations
between Europe and the United States, at
the level of the European Union, NATO,
NATO’s enlargement, relations with Russia,
and also doing our best to improve the excel-
lent bilateral relations that we have between
the United States and Portugal. So it’s really
a very good opportunity for us also to discuss
some of the very inspiring ideas that Presi-
dent Clinton has introduced in the world po-
litical debate.

East Timor

Q. Mr. President, do you plan to review
the United States position on the incorpora-
tion of its East Timor at any stage, sir?

The President. What about East Timor?
Q. At the moment, the U.S. recognizes the

incorporation of East Timor without main-
taining that legitimate act of self-determina-
tion took place. Do you plan to review this
position once it has about, I think, about
quite a couple of years?

The President. Well, my main concern
now is to make sure that we have done every-
thing we can possibly do to respect the politi-
cal and human rights of the people in East
Timor. And the United States has been—
particularly since I became President, has
been very forthright on that subject. And I
know that Portugal has as well and has a
longer attachment than we do there. So that’s
one of the things I want to talk to the Prime
Minister about, about what we can do to fur-
ther the cause of human rights for the people
of East Timor.

Q. But Mr. President, you told Senator
Feingold, regarding a proposal for a referen-
dum in East Timor for self-determination,
that you would take his idea into consider-
ation in a letter you sent him late last year.
What does that mean exactly? Does that
mean that a review of that position is pos-
sible? Could you explain the meaning of it?

The President. It means that I think we
should do whatever is most likely to give us
sufficient influence to guarantee basic
human rights protections for the people of
East Timor. And we have to do what we think
is most likely to achieve our overriding objec-
tive, which is to give those people a chance
to have the lives of decency and integrity.
And sometimes what seems obvious is maybe
not the best course, and we’re reviewing
what our options are. That’s what it means.

Q. Isn’t self-determination the ultimate
human right?

The President. Well, that depends. That’s
a very complicated question. We fought a
civil war over it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White House.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks on the Anniversary of the
Aircraft Tragedy in Croatia
April 3, 1997

Thank you very much. Mr. Vice President,
Mrs. Gore, Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. Ambas-
sador, to all the members of the Cabinet and
the administration who are here, all of our
distinguished guests from Croatia, including
the wonderful musicians, members of the
diplomatic corps, Mrs. Brown, members of
the Brown family, and all of you who come
here as family and friends.

A year ago, when so many of us gathered
in grief at that airplane hangar at the Dover
Air Force Base, it was one of the longest days
of my life. And yet I can only imagine how
much worse it was for so many of you. Well,
now it’s another April and another spring-
time. The dogwood tree we planted on the
South Lawn of the White House last year
in memory of your loved ones has grown a
whole foot taller, and soon it will bloom. And
so we gather here today going on in celebra-
tion but clearly not free of sadness—grateful
for the lives of those who were lost, yes,
mindful of our obligation to them to live on
as they would want us to live, but still a little
sad.

I was searching all of you today, remem-
bering those of you whom I saw a year ago,
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wondering what had been most difficult for
you in the last year and what you missed and
how once the moment of tragedy passes, the
little things become so important. It’s spring-
time, and I can’t go play golf with Ron
Brown. We will never shoot baskets again,
and he’s not here making fun of me because
I had that stupid accident with my leg. And
I miss that. I miss seeing the smiles of those
young people that worked here at the Com-
merce Department who believed in this
country and were totally unjaded by the cyni-
cal veneer that grips too many people. I miss
that. I see the children out here and the
spouses, and I wonder of all those little things
that you miss.

But I can say, we should be heartened by
the missing because the people we lost en-
riched our lives with their gifts of love, with
their gifts of talent. As the Vice President
said, they greatly enriched our country
through their patriotism and their service.
And they certainly enriched the world
through their sacrifice for the cause of peace.
As Secretary Daley indicated, they have in-
spired those who are left behind in this De-
partment to continue on.

When Ron Brown became Secretary of
Commerce, he revolutionized the role of the
Commerce Department in our lives, going
from rhetoric to reality. And every person,
public and private and citizen alike who was
a part of that should feel proud of what hap-
pened. He made our passion for trade a force
not only in our economic life but in our for-
eign policy. He identified not only those 10
great emerging economies that we all ought
to visit and work with and build bridges to,
but as a distinguished American columnist
noted just a couple of days ago, even in place
where crises had not passed, he sought to
bring the benefits of American ingenuity and
entrepreneurialism and to prove that you
could do good and do well at the same time,
whether it was in South Africa or Northern
Ireland or the Middle East, where I note
that—and Mr. Arafat was here just a few days
ago, he took some time out to celebrate the
opening of a business development center in
Gaza named after Ron Brown. They thought
our trade missions were pretty great, and
they thought the people that went on them
were pretty great.

And of course, the Balkans. Every person
on that plane shared a common vision: They
all loved America, they all believed in Ameri-
ca’s mission in the world, and they certainly
believed in America’s mission to the Balkans.
The dream for which they gave their lives
is now slowly and surely being realized by
people who have, too, lost a very great deal.
In a country where almost every family, every
springtime, can remember the terrible pain
that so many of you now feel, the divided
families have been reunited; marketplaces
are full of life, not death; the lights are on;
the water runs; homes and businesses are
being restored; playgrounds belong to chil-
dren again.

So a year later, with your dogwood growing
and people in the Balkans returning to a
more normal life, I cannot ask you to give
up your pain, but I can ask you to celebrate
the lives of those who died on that mountain
a year ago, to celebrate them in all the ways
we do, through personal tributes paid by
families and communities.

The Commerce Department has set up a
scholarship fund to help the children of
Commerce employees. There is a high school
in White Plains, New York, named in honor
of Lee Jackson. A scholarship has been estab-
lished for Christina Kaminski, the 13-year-
old daughter of Stephen Kaminski. The Wil-
liam E. Morton Library opened last fall at
the Geneva Kent Elementary School in West
Virginia. The Monterey Bay Export Assist-
ance Center was dedicated to young Adam
Darling. The Naomi Poling Warbasse Memo-
rial Fund was established at George Wash-
ington University by her family and friends.
The University of Wisconsin has established
a Charles F. Meissner Memorial Scholarship
for students from the Washington, DC, area.
The New York Times has established the Na-
thaniel Nash Memorial Foundation to sup-
port children’s education. A New Jersey
church and YMCA has teamed to create the
Walter Murphy Memorial Fund. Riggs Na-
tional Bank has set up a worldwide scholar-
ship for the Buckley School in New York in
honor of Paul Cushman. And of course, the
Ronald Brown Foundation was established
by Ron’s family as a means of carrying on
his vision of a more compassionate, coopera-
tive, and just world.
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And these are not all the tributes which
have come in honor of those whom we lost.
We also can celebrate our loved ones by
knowing that the mission of peace and recon-
struction they undertook in Bosnia and Cro-
atia is being carried on. When they fell, so
many of you here, even those of you who
had experienced painful personal losses, took
up a fallen standard. Today, with the great
outpouring of reconstruction aid from
around the world, with dozens of American
companies working to restore the currents
of commerce, with the Department of Com-
merce preparing to open the door of its new
office in Zagreb next week, the habits of
peace are taking on. And that’s something
to celebrate.

Above all, we can celebrate them by striv-
ing to live our lives in a way that honors their
lives. Whether we’re in Government or in
our military, in journalism or business, let us
resolve to serve. When we see a child in
need, a community in distress, a nation strug-
gling to be free, let us resolve to act. Let
us resolve to learn from this tragedy and
work, as so many of you have done, to make
our airplanes and our airports and air travel
safer. Let us resolve to honor those business
leaders who perished by celebrating the best
of American business and saying, ‘‘Yes, it can
be a good and noble thing, and we should
work to expand its reach.’’

Earlier today, the conference board in our
administration announced that we are creat-
ing the Ronald H. Brown Award for Cor-
porate Leadership. Each year that award will
honor America’s finest corporate citizens,
those who do well and do good by serving.

Above all, let us resolve always to shine
a light of hope and freedom in the darkness,
for the people we lost a year ago did not
die on a distant mountain because they did
not care or did not believe in the possibility
of tomorrow being better than today. And
if we owe them anything at all, we owe them
our best efforts to make tomorrow better
than today and to spread hope among our
people and throughout the world.

Tomorrow will be 29 years since Martin
Luther King was killed in Memphis. When
you think of your loved ones, remember him
and what he said: ‘‘All inhabitants of the
globe are now neighbors, the large house in

which we live demands that we transform
this worldwide neighborhood into a world-
wide brotherhood.’’ The people we celebrate
today gave their lives building that worldwide
brotherhood. For the men and women, the
boys and girls alive all over the world, and
those yet to come, it is up to us to celebrate
them by continuing that noble work.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:04 p.m. at the
Commerce Department. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Alma Brown, widow of former Secretary
of Commerce Ronald H. Brown.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Angola
April 3, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby report to the Congress on the de-

velopments since my last report of Septem-
ber 19, 1996, concerning the national emer-
gency with respect to Angola that was de-
clared in Executive Order 12865 of Septem-
ber 26, 1993. This report is submitted pursu-
ant to section 401(c) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

On September 26, 1993, I declared a na-
tional emergency with respect to the Na-
tional Union for the Total Independence of
Angola (‘‘UNITA’’), invoking the authority,
inter alia, of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et
seq.) and the United Nations Participation
Act of 1945 (22 U.S.C. 287c). Consistent with
United Nations Security Council Resolution
864, dated September 15, 1993, the order
prohibited the sale or supply by United
States persons or from the United States, or
using U.S.-registered vessels or aircraft, of
arms and related materiel of all types, includ-
ing weapons and ammunition, military vehi-
cles, equipment and spare parts, and petro-
leum and petroleum products to the territory
of Angola other than through designated
points of entry. The order also prohibited
such sale or supply to UNITA. United States
persons are prohibited from activities that
promote or are calculated to promote such
sales or supplies, or from attempted viola-
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