
470 Apr. 5 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

encourage our young people to begin to
serve.

I’m joined here today by some young men
and women from Maryland, along with that
State’s Lieutenant Governor, Kathleen Ken-
nedy Townsend, who has been a leader in
making Maryland the first State in our Na-
tion to require that every student perform
some service as a condition of high school
graduation. One of the students meeting with
me gathered food and clothing for the needy;
another, dyslexic herself, taught disabled stu-
dents; another tutors young children at a
Head Start center.

Today I challenge schools and commu-
nities in every State to make service a part
of the curriculum in high school and even
in middle school. There are many creative
ways to do this, including giving students
credit, making service part of the curriculum,
putting service on a student’s transcript or
even requiring it, as Maryland does. This
week, the National Association of Secondary
School Principals agreed to introduce service
learning to more than 2 million students, and
I hope they’ll work to find even more creative
ways to involve service. States and schools,
of course, should be free to decide this for
themselves. But every young American
should be taught the joy and duty of serving
and should learn it at the moment when it
will have the most enduring impact on the
rest of their lives.

Two weeks ago, applications went out to
high school principals all around our Nation,
inviting them to select a student in that
school who has performed outstanding serv-
ice, thereby making them eligible for a
$1,000 scholarship. Under this new initiative,
which we launched last year, our National
Government will put up $500 for each stu-
dent if it is matched by local communities.
Already, a host of civic organizations, includ-
ing the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Moose
International, the Lions Clubs, the U.S. Jay-
cees, have accepted our challenge to work
with their local chapters to provide matching
funds for these scholarships. And public serv-
ants from agencies like the Agriculture De-
partment will continue to work as partners
with these schools, sending volunteers to
work with teachers and acting as mentors to
the students.

I hope all of you will join in the spirit of
the Presidents’ Summit on Service, and take
part in the National Week of Service begin-
ning April 13th. Service is in our deepest na-
tional tradition. Millions of young Americans
in my generation were inspired by the call
to service, issued so often from this very of-
fice, by President Kennedy. Now it is up to
all of us to take up President Kennedy’s chal-
lenges, remembering, as he said, that every
person can make a difference, and every per-
son must try.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Lynda Robb, wife of Senator
Charles S. Robb.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu of Israel
April 7, 1997

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, how dangerous is the

standoff between Israel and the Palestinians?
The President. Well, I think it’s very im-

portant to get this peace process back on
track. The Prime Minister is coming here at
a very good time. As you know, he saw King
Hussein the other day; I did, too. And I want
to have this chance to spend an hour with
him to discuss what we can do to get it going
again.

Q. Mr. President, will you be amenable
to hosting a peace conference at Camp
David, as the Prime Minister has suggested?

The President. Well, I think it’s important
not to jump the gun on that. The first thing
we have to do is get the process going again.
There is a preexisting process. There are a
whole lot of agreements. And the Prime Min-
ister has got some ideas about what we can
do to get the substance working.

Obviously, I’ve been heavily involved in
this from the day I became President. I con-
tinue to be heavily involved, and I wouldn’t
rule out any reasonable opportunity for me
to make a positive contribution. But we have
to have the conditions and the understand-
ings necessary to go forward. That’s the most
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important thing, is to get the thing going
again.

Q. Mr. President, are the Palestinians enti-
tled to a concession in order to make a state-
ment against terrorism, the kind of zero-tol-
erance statement you want? Does Israel have
to trade something for that, or is that just
an obligation under the Oslo agreement?

The President. I think under the Oslo
agreement and under any sense of human
rights and human decency, we ought to have
zero tolerance for terrorism.

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, how was your visit
with King Hussein?

Prime Minister Netanyahu. It was very
good. I wanted very much to see him. He
had paid a visit to Israel under very difficult
times and, I think, expressed his humanity
and his concern for peace, and I wanted to
come there. And I wanted very much to
come here as well. It’s always, for me, a
pleasure to meet President Clinton. He is the
world leader, who is also taking tremendous
efforts and tremendous pains to assist us in
the quest for peace with security. I think both
of us see eye to eye on the need to fight
terrorism, and we’ll explore these and other
subjects, I’m sure.

Q. Mr. President, you’ve said that your
role is to support Israel as it takes risks for
peace. Has the time come to exert more in-
fluence or pressure, as some would say, to
get certain concessions from Israel?

The President. I think the important
thing is to create the environment in which
the steps can be taken which will make peace
possible. And one precondition of that, obvi-
ously, is the absence of terrorism; the other
is the presence of a certain confidence on
the part of both sides that peace is possible.
And I think that I will do whatever I think
is most appropriate to achieve that. But you
all need to let us go to work here and try
to get something done.

Q. Thank you.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Q. The Prime Minister said this morning
that Israel will not pay with concessions for
the right of not being terrorized. Just how
badly concessions and gestures are needed
now, or maybe the best one is a unity govern-

ment in Israel to ignite and restart the peace
process again?

The President. Well, of course, the form
of government in Israel is for the people of
Israel to determine and, in this case, for the
leaders of Israel to determine, not for me.

I agree that freedom from terrorism is
something which no one should have to pur-
chase. I think it should be—it’s a pre-
condition; we have to have a secure environ-
ment and terrorism is wrong. Having said
that, I think then the question is, how do
we actually have an honorable negotiating
process which will lead to a peace that the
parties can fully and, indeed, wholeheartedly
embrace? And that will require constructive
steps. That’s what we want to talk about
today.

But it shouldn’t be ever seen as a bargain
to be free from terrorism. No one should
have to bargain to be free from terrorism.
But we do need to continue the peace proc-
ess in an honorable way that will bring it to
an honorable conclusion.

Q. Mr. President, what would be your po-
sition on the idea of having some sort of a
Camp Clinton for the Middle East?

The President. Well, I think the impor-
tant thing, if I might, is to get the process
going again and to have some idea in the
minds of all of us who are part of it, about
where we’re going, an agreed-upon destina-
tion, and then to reestablish the confidence
necessary for the parties to go forward. I
think it’s premature for us to commit to that
until we can get this thing back on track
again.

I’ve been very active in this from the day
I became President and deeply, personally
committed to it and will remain so. So I
wouldn’t rule out anything. But I think it’s
important that we not put form over sub-
stance here. We need to know where we’re
going, and that’s—I need to talk to the Prime
Minister about that.

Q. Mr. President, are you going to ask the
Prime Minister to stop or to freeze the build-
ing in Har Homa near Jerusalem?

The President. I’m going to have a con-
versation with the Prime Minister, if I can
end the press conference. That’s what I want
to do.
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NOTE: The exchange began at 12:05 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to King Hussein I of Jor-
dan. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of this exchange.

Remarks Announcing Sandra L.
Thurman as Director of the
Office of National AIDS Policy
and an Exchange With Reporters
April 7, 1997

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you. Please be seated. Thank you, Mr.
Vice President. I’d like to join the Vice Presi-
dent in thanking Eric Goosby for his work
as the Acting Director of the Office. And
thank you very much, Patsy Fleming, for the
fine job that you’ve done. We miss you.
Thank you, Scott Hitt and all the members
of the council, for the good work that you
have been doing. And thank you, especially,
for the meeting we had together not so very
long ago, and the candor and passion of your
recommendations.

America has not beaten AIDS yet, but we
are getting closer, and we remain committed
to the fight and to winning it. More than
ever, we need a strong advocate for people
with AIDS, and of course that’s why we’re
here today. Let me begin by reiterating our
goal: We want to find a vaccine against the
AIDS virus and a cure for those who have
the HIV infection. They have eluded re-
searchers so far, but we are committed. The
work goes on, and it will go on until we are
successful. Until that day comes when HIV
and AIDS no longer threaten our people, we
must continue to do all we can to hit the
epidemic hard with a coordinated effort of
research, treatment, and prevention.

When I took office, I established the Of-
fice of National AIDS Policy because Amer-
ica had been turning its head away from the
problem. Many Americans had not come to
grips with HIV and AIDS and their con-
sequences. Now we’re learning AIDS strikes
in the best of families, and from this disease,
no community has immunity, gay or straight,
black or white, male or female, old or young.
Anyone can get AIDS, and if we’re going to
win this fight, we must begin with the accept-
ance of that fact.

It was clear 4 years ago, as it is now, that
it is only with an aggressive campaign against
AIDS that we will win the battle. That is what
we have begun. In the first 4 years, we in-
creased overall spending by about 60 per-
cent. In FY 1997 alone, $167 million will go
to State AIDS drug assistance programs
which provide access to medication, includ-
ing protease inhibitors for low-income indi-
viduals with HIV who don’t have prescription
drug coverage.

We speeded the time needed to approve
drugs to treat AIDS, leading to the approval
of 8 new AIDS drugs and 19 for AIDS-relat-
ed conditions. This has allowed many people
simply to go on with their lives, to live with
this disease not worry free but not in despair
either.

We should all take heart that for the first
time there has been a marked decrease in
deaths among people with AIDS. With new
treatment therapies, we hope to see even
greater life expectancy. And with education
and prevention, the number of estimated
new HIV infections has slowed dramatically.

In our war against AIDS, the Office of Na-
tional AIDS Policy plays an important role.
The Office is charged with coordinating all
our Federal policy and programs regarding
AIDS. It also builds our partnerships with
other levels of government and with private-
sector communities and organizations. Our
Office is charged with keeping us on track
in treatment and in education and to keep
our focus on research for ways to prevent
and cure this disease. An AIDS vaccine could
save millions of lives around the world. And
we must help those who are already infected.
Make no mistake, a cure has been and always
will be our very first priority.

The Director of this Office must be an in-
dividual with a clear understanding of AIDS
as a disease and as a social issue in America,
someone who knows the scientific front as
well as the human center of AIDS, someone
who knows how to fight to cut through red-
tape to get the job done.

I have found that person in the woman
I nominate today to fill this office, Sandy
Thurman. She is no stranger to those who
know this issue. She’s a member of our advi-
sory council on HIV and AIDS. She’s worked
on the frontlines in the AIDS epidemic for
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