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tain family obligations. It could allow a work-
er to attend a parent-teacher conference or
to take a child to the pediatrician or to find
quality child care or to care for an elderly
relative.

Families occasionally need these small
pieces of time to take care of their own. More
than 12 million American workers have taken
leave for reasons covered by the Family and
Medical Leave Act since it became the very
first bill I signed into law in 1993. It was
needed then, it’s needed now, and we need
to improve on it. So I urge Congress to act
soon on this legislation. Don’t ask people to
choose, ever, between being good workers
and good parents. We can help them to do
both. Pass the expanded family and medical
leave act.

I believe this bill is so important that today
I am asking all Federal departments and
agencies to make expanded family and medi-
cal leave available to their workers imme-
diately. Wherever possible, I want workers
to have access right now to essential time
off for family obligations.

I am committed to doing all we can to sup-
port families as they struggle to do right by
their children. We know that the very earliest
years will decide whether children grow up
to become healthy and happy people. That’s
why we’re giving parents time off to care for
them, why we should extend the family leave
law so millions more parents can have that
opportunity, and why we must focus all our
science, education, and public efforts to give
our children the very best start in life.

Almost a century and a half ago, Oliver
Wendell Holmes said, ‘‘A child’s education
should begin at least a hundred years before
he was born.’’ What we do now can benefit
generations of Americans to come. We can
start with the smallest community, the fam-
ily. And from there we can rebuild and renew
the best in America by beginning with the
best of America, our children.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE. The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on the Decline in Violent
Crime Statistics
April 11, 1997

Today the Department of Justice reported
that violent crime dropped 12.4 percent in
1995.

Four years ago, we made a commitment
to take our streets back from crime and vio-
lence. We had a comprehensive plan: to put
100,000 new community police officers on
the street and tough new penalties on the
books; to steer young people away from
crime, gangs, and drugs; and to keep guns
out of the hands of criminals with the assault
weapons ban and the Brady bill.

Today we learned that the first full year
of our crime bill produced the largest drop
in violent crime in 22 years. Earlier this year,
we learned that the Brady bill has already
stopped 186,000 felons, fugitives, and stalk-
ers from purchasing handguns.

Our plan is working. Now we must press
forward. Fighting the scourge of juvenile
crime and violence is my top law enforce-
ment priority for the next 4 years. In Feb-
ruary, I submitted my Anti-Gang and Youth
Violence Strategy to Congress. This bill de-
clares war on gangs, with new prosecutors
and tougher penalties; extends the Brady bill
so violent teenage criminals will never have
the right to purchase a handgun; and pro-
vides resources to keep schools open late, on
weekends, and in the summer, so young peo-
ple have something to say yes to.

I am hopeful that Congress will pass it
without delay. We must keep the crime rate
coming down and every child’s prospect of
a bright future going up.

NOTE: This statement was embargoed for release
until 4:30 p.m. on April 13.

Remarks on the Apparel Industry
Partnership
April 14, 1997

Thank you very much. I would like to
begin, first of all, by thanking all the mem-
bers of this partnership, the cochairs, Paul
Charron of Liz Claiborne and Linda
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