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include references to any hereafter-enacted
provision of law that is the same or substan-
tially the same as such section.

The functions delegated by this memoran-
dum may be redelegated as appropriate.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 25.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto
of Japan and an Exchange With
Reporters
April 25, 1997

The President. Everybody in? Let me say
it’s a great honor for me to host my friend
Prime Minister Hashimoto here at the White
House. We had a nice visit last night, and
he was here at the time the Chemical Weap-
ons Convention passed, so we shared a mo-
ment of celebration. And we have a busy
agenda today, and of course we’ll have a press
conference later and we’ll do our best to an-
swer your questions.

But I think it’s important to reaffirm that
the relationship the United States has with
Japan is unique and comprehensive and pro-
foundly important to our future and to the
stability and prosperity and peace of the
world. And we intend to keep working on
it and make it better.

Mr. Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Hashimoto. I find myself

being a very lucky man. I was lucky enough
to be invited by Bill last night, after arriving
here in the evening, and I could share the
greatest moment with Bill for the wonderful
passage of the splendid Convention in the
Senate. The fact that I was able to share that
wonderful moment together with the Presi-
dent, itself, makes my trip to Washington
worthwhile.

I see all the familiar and very inquisitive
faces in this room, so there will be many
questions asked of me, but even with that
fact, I’m very happy that I was able to share
the moment with the President last night.
And last night I was very appreciative of the

kindness of Bill because he got Mickey
Kantor on the phone without any fighting be-
tween us. [Laughter]

The President. He tried to get him to
switch sides, but he didn’t do it. [Laughter]

China-Russia Relations
Q. Mr. President, does the U.S. or Japan

have any reason to be concerned about the
treaty between China and Russia?

The President. Well, my view is that the
United States should have a partnership over
the long run for stability in the Asia-Pacific
region that includes our longstanding alliance
with Japan and a positive relationship with
both Russia and with China. And as long as
any agreement they make is consistent with
that kind of positive partnership and is not
directed in any negative way toward their
neighbors, I think that we don’t have any-
thing to worry about.

Mr. Prime Minister?
Prime Minister Hashimoto. I wonder if

there’s anything I could add to that wonder-
ful statement. That was a splendid answer
to the question, I believe. If I may add, I
think that the summit between the President
and President Yeltsin in Helsinki was a great
contributor not just to the stability in Europe
but also the stability for the entire world.

I think the President gave a succinct an-
swer describing the situation of the moment.
It’s very important that Russia and the Euro-
pean countries have a stable relationship. We
are in the transitional period of great change.
We are trying to engage, for example, China
as a constructive partner in international so-
ciety, and we’re transforming the G–7 sum-
mit to the Summit of Eight. So in that con-
text, I think the President gave an excellent
answer to your question.

Q. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. We’ll answer the others

later. We’re going to have a press conference
later.

Q. ——Governor Weld as Ambassador to
Mexico?

The President. We’re going to have a
press conference later, and I’ll answer all the
questions. We have to work.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]
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Prime Minister Hashimoto. I guess we
have to shake hands again. [Laughter]

The President. Yes. Let me say very brief-
ly, it’s a great honor for me to have my friend
Prime Minister Hashimoto here in the Oval
Office. He made Hillary and me feel very
welcome in Japan not so very long ago, and
we’re glad to have him back here.

We just had his daughter and son-in-law
and grandchild in here. We were playing with
the baby, so we’re a little late in getting our
work started. And we had—but we had a very
good visit last night, and he was here at the
moment that the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention passed the Senate, which was a
happy coincidence for me and, I think, for
him. And we have a lot of business to transact
today, and I’m looking forward to this meet-
ing and also to the press conference that we
will have together after our meeting.

Mr. Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Hashimoto. [Inaudi-

ble]—when the Senate was just passing the
Chemical Weapons Convention. We were
able to share that joy. It was all the more
pleasing for me to share that great moment
with the President.

I expressed my sympathies for the damage
caused by the flooding in the State of North
Dakota and Minnesota. Also, I expressed my
gratitude to the—cooperation by the United
States up to the solution of this incident in
Peru. It was a wonderful moment between
the two of us. And I’m sure that we will have
very meaningful discussions in our meeting.

Trade with Japan
Q. Mr. President, do you think Japan

should go ahead with the additional food aid,
putting aside——

The President. We need to discuss that.
Q. ——Prime Minister on trade and par-

ticularly the current account, trade surplus,
sir?

The President. Obviously, we don’t want
it to go back up. We’ve made some real
progress. But we’ll discuss that. We’ll have
a press conference later.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. Prime Minister
Hashimoto spoke in Japanese, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. A tape was not

available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Statement Announcing an Appeal of
the District Court Decision on
Tobacco Regulations

April 25, 1997

This is a historic and landmark day for the
Nation’s health and children. With this rul-
ing, we can regulate tobacco products and
protect our children from a lifetime of addic-
tion and the prospect of having their lives
cut short by the diseases that come with that
addiction. This is a monumental first step in
what we always knew would be a long, tough
road, and we are ready to keep pushing on.

This is a fight for the health and lives of
our children. Each day, 3,000 children and
young people become regular smokers, and
1,000 of them will have their lives cut short
as a result of smoking. This is a fight we can-
not afford to lose. It is a fight we cannot af-
ford to stop waging. The Vice President and
I are committed to protecting our children.

Our commonsense approach is aimed at
limiting the appeal of these products and
making it harder for children to buy them.
Retailers have the responsibility to make cer-
tain that they are not selling tobacco products
to anyone under 18. Asking them for a photo
ID is just plain common sense. Keeping to-
bacco billboards away from schools and play-
grounds is just plain common sense.

Senior attorneys from the Department of
Justice, the Department of Health and
Human Services, and the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration have carefully reviewed the Dis-
trict Court’s opinion. On the basis of that re-
view, the Solicitor General has informed me
that an appeal would be appropriate for that
part of the rule not upheld, and I have di-
rected that an appeal be filed.

We will continue to work to protect our
children and our children’s children. We will
not stop until we succeed. Where our chil-
dren’s health and safety are concerned, we
cannot, and we will not, rest.
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