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various kinds of discrimination. And then we
had the Kerner Commission report in ’68,
which basically said, even if you eliminate all
these negative things, there are certain af-
firmative things you have to do to get people
back to the starting line so they can contrib-
ute to our society. And then we had 25 years
of affirmative action which is being rethought
now, reassessed, and argued all over again.

But America has changed a great deal dur-
ing that time. The fastest growing minority
group now are the Hispanics. There are four
school districts in this country, including one
right across the river here in Virginia, that
have children from more than 100 different
racial and ethnic groups in one single school
district. And I personally rejoice at this. I
think this is a huge asset for the United States
as we go into the 21st century, if we learn
how to avoid the racial and ethnic and reli-
gious pitfalls that are bedeviling the rest of
the world today.

So that’s what I want to do. I want to take
stock, see where we are, and see how we
can get into the 21st century as one America,
respecting our diversity but coming closer to-
gether. I think—by the way, I think this sum-
mit of service will have a lot to do with mak-
ing it better.

But I’m making the final policy decisions,
and I’ll have some announcement to make
before too long.

Thank you very much. Thank you, Mr.
Prime Minister.

NOTE: The President’s 142d news conference
began at 2:36 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. Prime Minister Hashimoto spoke in Japa-
nese, and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter. During the news conference, the following
persons were referred to: Vice Minister for Politi-
cal Affairs Komura Nasahiko and Finance Min-
ister Hiroshi Mitsuzuka of Japan; and President
Jiang Zemin and Premier Li Peng of China. Prime
Minister Hashimoto also referred to the Special
Action Committee on Okinawa (SACO). This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

Memorandum on Use of Funds for
the U.S. Contribution to the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development
Organization
April 24, 1997

Presidential Determination No. 97–21

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Use of Nonproliferation, Anti-
Terrorism, Demining and Related Programs
Account Funds for the U.S. Contribution to
the Korean Peninsula Energy Development
Organization (KEDO)

Pursuant to the authority vested in my by
section 614(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
2364(a)(1), I hereby determine that it is im-
portant to the security interests of the United
States to furnish up to $25 million in funds
made available under heading ‘‘Nonprolifera-
tion, Anti-Terrorism, Demining and Related
Programs’’ in title II of the Foreign Oper-
ations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 1997 (as enacted
in Public Law 104–208) for the United States
contribution to the Korean Peninsula Energy
Development Organization without regard to
any provision of law within the scope of sec-
tion 614(a)(1). I hereby authorize this con-
tribution.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress
and to arrange for its publication in the Fed-
eral Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 26.

The President’s Radio Address
April 26, 1997

Good morning. Tomorrow I will be in
Philadelphia at the Summit for America’s Fu-
ture. Together with Presidents Bush, Carter,
and Ford, and General Colin Powell, I will
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issue a call to citizen service to all Americans.
For 3 days we’ll explore how we can all play
a role in helping America’s young people
build a better future and, just as important,
how all our young people can help to build
a better America.

This is the right time to enlist in America.
We’re on the verge of a new century filled
with promise and challenge. But to make the
most of it, we must ensure that all our peo-
ple, and especially all our children, have the
opportunity to reach their highest potential.
And we must understand that we can do that
only if we all join hands, reaching across the
lines that divide us, to build one America to-
gether. That’s an enormous job, but it’s a job
we’ll have to do if we really want to prepare
our country for the 21st century.

Citizen service is neighbor helping neigh-
bor. It’s part-time volunteers and full-time
community service workers. It’s communities
coming together to solve common problems.
And it is an essential part of what it means
to be an American. We all have to promote
it.

That’s why I was so proud to launch our
AmeriCorps program 4 years ago. Since then,
50,000 young people have taken a year or
two to work full-time, mobilizing hundreds
of other volunteers, helping the old and the
young, the environment, helping commu-
nities afflicted with disaster, as I saw in North
Dakota just a couple of days ago. And in the
process, they also earn some money for col-
lege tuition, as they give back to their coun-
try.

But one of the important ways our
AmeriCorps volunteers have found to give
back is to help our children learn to read.
Their success has been remarkable. To give
just one example, 25 young AmeriCorps
members went to work in Simpson County,
Kentucky, where second graders’ reading
scores were disturbingly low. With the help
of AmeriCorps volunteers, second graders all
across that county jumped three full reading
levels in just one year. The AmeriCorps vol-
unteers made all the difference in those stu-
dents’ lives, and the service changed the lives
of the AmeriCorps volunteers.

We know that intensive tutoring like this
works. Now we have to do for all America’s
children what the AmeriCorps volunteers did

for the children of Simpson County. That’s
what our America Reads challenge is all
about. It’s spearheaded by our Secretary of
Education, Dick Riley, and Carol Rasco, my
former Domestic Policy Adviser here in the
White House. The America Reads challenge
marshals the resources of entire commu-
nities, schools and libraries, religious institu-
tions, universities, college students and sen-
ior citizens, all working together with teach-
ers and parents to teach our children to read.

We need America Reads, and we need it
now. Studies show that students who fail to
read well by the fourth grade are more likely
to drop out of school and less likely to suc-
ceed in life. But 40 percent of our fourth
graders still can’t read at a basic level. We
can, and we must, do better than this.

With me today are AmeriCorps members,
tutors, and parents from four different orga-
nizations who are helping to make a real dif-
ference in our children’s lives: First, the
Home Instruction Program for Preschool
Youngsters, or HIPPY, an early learning pro-
gram involving parents and children; second,
Hands On Atlanta, from Georgia; then,
Reading One on One from Texas; and Or-
egon’s SMART. All help to recruit volunteers
and teach our children to read. Together
these groups reach thousands of children
every year. America Reads will help them
and others to reach millions more.

This Monday I will send my America
Reads legislation to the Congress so that we
can mobilize the citizen army of one million
America Reads tutors I called for in my State
of the Union Address, to make sure that
every 8-year-old child in America can pick
up a book and say, ‘‘I can read this all by
myself.’’ This legislation is part of my bal-
anced budget. It will fund 25,000 reading
specialists and tutor coordinators, including
11,000 AmeriCorps members and many oth-
ers. They will recruit and train our America
Reads citizen army, bringing reading help to
the 3 million children who need it the most.

It will also help parents to instill a lifelong
learning of reading in children. Parents are
our children’s first teachers, and we have to
do everything we can to make their jobs easi-
er. Community groups like HIPPY, which
Hillary and I worked hard to bring to Arkan-
sas, are doing exactly that. The plan I’m send-
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ing to Congress will expand their ability to
reach more families. My balanced budget
also increases Head Start funding, to reach
one million 3- and 4-year-olds, and expands
title I to aid teaching and learning in class-
rooms and the Even Start Family Literacy
Program.

But it will take more than money to make
sure that all our children can read. It will
take a commitment from our entire commu-
nity. That’s why I’m pleased to announce that
as part of the service summit, many of our
major corporations and nonprofit organiza-
tions will help us to recruit tens of thousands
of additional tutors for America Reads. One
hundred sixty-six colleges all across America
already have answered the challenge I issued
in December and pledged thousands of their
students to be reading tutors. I thank them
for their support.

Last summer in Wyandotte, Michigan,
when I announced the America Reads pro-
gram, I sat with two young children and read
‘‘The Little Engine That Could,’’ a book that
has taught countless children that they can
do anything they think they can. I want every
child in America to know that he or she can
read. And America Reads will make sure that
all those children can.

I hope some of you who are listening will
consider being part of America Reads. After
all, we need a million citizen servants, and
we’re not there yet. If you’re interested, call
1–800–USA–Learn, the Department of Edu-
cation’s hotline, or just contact your local ele-
mentary school or library.

All of us can help. All you really need to
do is roll up your sleeves, sit with a child,
and open a book together. And remember,
you’ll be doing more than just reading, you’ll
be writing an exciting new chapter in Ameri-
ca’s progress.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks at the White House
Correspondents’ Association Dinner
April 26, 1997

Thank you very much. Mr. Hunt, thank
you so much for reading the notes that I

wrote you. [Laughter] Just like every other
journalist, make all my memos public.
[Laughter] To Larry McQuillan, Arlene Dil-
lon, Jon Stewart, who will make us glad we
came in a few moments, to all the distin-
guished head table guests, and ladies and
gentlemen.

I tried to fulfill Terry Hunt’s agenda as
President. Those are real notes I wrote him.
And I will try to fulfill Larry’s agenda. I think
it’s terrible the conditions in which the White
House press corps labor. It really is. It re-
minds me of Nurse Ratchet’s office in ‘‘One
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.’’ [Laughter]
And it’s really a tribute to the futility of a
politician pandering to the press, because
that used to be an indoor swimming pool that
brought joy to FDR and JFK and Presidents
in between. Richard Nixon gave it to you.
[Laughter] And he got such good press in
return. [Laughter] Maybe this is his final re-
venge, the miserable conditions of it. We
could uncover it, but let you keep it. [Laugh-
ter] I could build a cabana. Well, you think
about it.

Before I get into my jokes, I have some
important, serious news. [Laughter] Senator
Lott and I have broken the gridlock over the
budget. A deal now appears imminent. Mi-
raculously, the $56 billion—[applause]—
thank you—the $56 billion gap that has sepa-
rated Democrats and Republicans has been
bridged. And ladies and gentlemen, we owe
Senator Dole a huge debt of gratitude.
[Laughter] And the best part is, we don’t
have to start paying it back until 2005.
[Laughter] And that’s outside the budget
window. Bigger tax cuts, more money for the
Justice Department, whatever—just sign up,
you can have it. [Laughter] You know, if I
had known Bob Dole was that generous, I’d
have invited him over for coffee. [Laughter]

I want to congratulate awardees tonight:
Byron Acohido who has come from so far
away and did such good work; and then there
are the local winners, Ron Fournier, Mara
Liasson, Todd Purdum. Of course, I’m not
familiar with any of your work, but I’m sure
it’s very good. But this Purdum guy’s name
sounds familiar. Purdum, Purdum—I think
I read it in the engagement announcements
recently. Hillary and I congratulate Todd and
Dee Dee on their marriage next month.
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