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Director of Central Intelligence
Nomination

Q. Mr. President, given the frustrations of
what Tony Lake went through for his nomi-
nation, are you confident that George Tenet
will sail through on his nomination—con-
firmation process?

The President. I believe he will be con-
firmed. I sure do.

Flood Aid
Q. Mr. President, while you are gone, the

House and Senate are going to take up the
legislation regarding the flood aid. Are you
still threatening to veto that? Do you still feel
a need to, especially with the budget deal?

The President. I have no reason to change
the position I adopted.

Q. But people are waiting for that aid.
The President. That’s right, and that’s

why Congress ought to pass it unencum-
bered.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:21 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Statement on the Resignation of
Cynthia A. Metzler From the
Department of Labor
May 5, 1997

From the time she assumed the role of
Acting Secretary of Labor in January, Cyn-
thia A. Metzler provided leadership and vi-
sion for the 16,000 employees of the Depart-
ment of Labor. As a result of her unique
blend of skills, the Department did not miss
a beat in fulfilling its mission for America’s
working families. As Ms. Metzler departs for
the private sector, the Department of Labor
is positioned for a smooth and effective tran-
sition to Alexis Herman’s leadership.

During her tenure as Acting Secretary,
Ms. Metzler continued and accelerated the
Department’s initiatives on behalf of working
families. Low wage workers now have better
protections as a result of Ms. Metzler’s ef-
forts to expand the Department’s sweatshop
initiative, as well as new initiatives launched
in other low wage industries. Ms. Metzler has
also assured that workers’ pensions are better
protected.

In addition, Acting Secretary Metzler
kicked off this year’s Washington, DC, sum-
mer jobs program earlier than any other year.
She doubled the number of summer youth
the Department will hire, and she led the
Department’s effort to create more job op-
portunities for DC residents in furtherance
of this administration’s DC initiative. She
also provided outstanding leadership in our
effort to train and employ welfare recipients.

As Cynthia Metzler starts a new chapter
in her exceptional career, Hillary and I wish
her the very best and thank her for her out-
standing service to this administration and to
the American people.

Proclamation 6998—Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month, 1997
May 5, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Today, almost 10 million Americans can

trace their roots to Asia and the Pacific Is-
lands. This month provides a wonderful op-
portunity to recognize and celebrate all the
ways in which Asian and Pacific Americans
have enhanced our Nation and strengthened
our communities.

North America was visited regularly by
Asian and Pacific traders as early as the 16th
century, and by the late 1800s, this continent
was receiving large numbers of immigrants
from China, Japan, Korea, the Philippines,
and the Indian subcontinent. These settlers
worked hard, turning wilderness into bounti-
ful farmland in Hawaii, opening new indus-
tries in the West, and helping to build the
first transcontinental railroad.

Along with a vast array of skills, Americans
of Asian and Pacific Island ancestry brought
their remarkable traditions of hard work and
respect for family and education to their new
country. Their belief in the American Dream
of equality and opportunity enabled them to
face the challenges of adversity and discrimi-
nation and achieve a record of distinguished
service in all fields, from academia to govern-
ment, from business to the military, and
medicine to the arts. These people and their
children managed to preserve the rich legacy
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of their homelands while also embracing the
best values and traditions that define our Na-
tion.

In recent years, newly arrived groups of
Asian and Pacific peoples have continued to
enrich our proud tradition of cultural diver-
sity and endow our Nation with energy and
vision. Today, as we prepare to enter the 21st
century, we must continually strive to fulfill
the ideals that originally attracted so many
immigrants to our shores.

To honor the accomplishments of Asian
and Pacific Americans and to recognize their
many contributions to our Nation, the Con-
gress, by Public Law 102–450, has designated
the month of May as ‘‘Asian/Pacific American
Heritage Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 1997 as Asian/Pa-
cific American Heritage Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
this occasion with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand on this fifth day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:27 a.m., May 6, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 7.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Hong Kong-United States Mutual
Legal Assistance Agreement and
Documentation
May 5, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Agreement Between the
Government of the United States of America
and the Government of Hong Kong on Mu-
tual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters,

with Annex, signed in Hong Kong on April
15, 1997 (hereinafter referred to as ‘‘the
Agreement’’). I transmit also, for the infor-
mation of the Senate, a related exchange of
letters, with attached forms, signed the same
date, and the report of the Department of
State with respect to the Agreement.

The Agreement is one of a series of mod-
ern mutual legal assistance treaties that the
United States is negotiating in order to
counter criminal activities more effectively.
The Agreement should be an effective tool
in our continued cooperation with Hong
Kong after its reversion to the sovereignty
of the People’s Republic of China on July
1, 1997, to assist in the prosecution of a wide
variety of modern criminals, including mem-
bers of drug cartels, ‘‘white-collar’’ criminals,
and terrorists. The Agreement is self-execut-
ing.

The Agreement provides for a broad range
of cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual
assistance available under the Agreement in-
cludes: (1) taking evidence, testimony, or
statements of persons; (2) providing informa-
tion, documents, records, and items; (3) lo-
cating or identifying persons or items; (4)
serving documents; (5) transferring persons
in custody and others to provide assistance;
(6) executing requests for search and seizure;
(7) confiscating and forfeiting the proceeds
and instrumentalities of crime and otherwise
assisting in relation thereto; (8) delivering
property, including lending exhibits or other
items; and (9) any other form of assistance
not prohibited by the law of the Requested
Party.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Agree-
ment and give its advice and consent to ratifi-
cation so that the Agreement can enter into
force no later than July 1, 1997, when Hong
Kong reverts to the sovereignty of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 5, 1997.
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