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I am confident, from the efforts which
have been made and the statements which
were made to me by the President earlier,
that Mexico is equally committed to making
progress on this side of the border.

With regard to the migration report, I
think it strikes the right balance. The Attor-
ney General has explained what we are trying
to do in the United States on this issue. I
think we all know we have a deep stake in
making the border crossings work, and we
in the United States, in our Government,
have no interest in causing any unfair or
undue harm to immigrants in our country.
We are a nation of immigrants. We have
been deeply enriched by them. They have
made us the fifth largest Hispanic country
in the world, with 22 million Americans now
of Hispanic descent. But we know that we
also have to enforce the integrity of our im-
migration laws at the border, in the work-
place, in the criminal justice system, and we
are attempting to strike the right balance.

As regard to the other issues, let me just
say very briefly, I welcome the specific an-
nouncement on clean wastewater. We are
trying to show our good faith by committing
more funds to the environmental projects.
We are concerned that the joint commission
has approved something like 16 projects, of
which only 4 have been approved for financ-
ing by the North American Development
Bank, and we’re committed to doing some-
thing about that.

I’m especially pleased by the educational
exchange comments and the commitment to
increased educational exchange. I think that
is very important. I’m very pleased that there
will be a report back to us within 90 days
from the relevant Cabinet officers on what
we can do more to implement the labor and
environmental accords.

And finally, let me say, Mr. President, I’m
glad to see that our Cabinet members are
reaffirming the fact that NAFTA has worked.
There are some people, still, who assert in
the United States that it has not, but it has.
If you compare what has happened in the
last 3 years with what happened the last time
Mexico had some economic distress, you see
that American exports have fared much bet-
ter, and the Mexican economy has come back
much quicker and much stronger, and

NAFTA is clearly partly responsible for that.
So I’m glad to see that our Cabinet members
are hanging in there and trying to get the
evidence out because I think it’s clear that
we did the right thing.

No one issue defines this relationship. The
scope of it presents us with unique chal-
lenges and opportunities. It’s vital that we
work together, but I feel much better about
our shared future because of the work that
our Cabinet ministers are doing in this un-
precedented forum. And I thank them for
it, and I thank you for hosting us today.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
11:30 a.m. in the Lopez Mateos Room at Los
Pinos Presidential Palace. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Bob Miller of Nevada, chairman,
National Governor’s Association.

The President’s News Conference
With President Zedillo in Mexico
City
May 6, 1997

President Zedillo. President Clinton, la-
dies and gentlemen from the media from the
United States and from Mexico, once again
I would like to express the satisfaction of my
government and the people of Mexico for the
visit of President Clinton. We are truly very
pleased that President Clinton is beginning
his tour here in Latin America, starting in
Mexico. We are also especially pleased by the
results of the work of the Mexico-U.S. Bina-
tional Commission and by the agreement
that will be materialized today.

President Clinton and I have heard the re-
port of the trade relations between Mexico
and the United States. It is very encouraging
that from the beginning of NAFTA, our trade
has increased over 60 percent and now ac-
counts for close to 150 billion U.S. dollars
per year. And this represents, above all, more
and improved economic opportunities and
more and improved jobs for Mexicans as well
as for U.S. citizens.

This is very encouraging in intensifying our
efforts in order to reach agreements in the
fields that are still pending. This effort has
also encouraged us to reaffirm the commit-
ment to NAFTA and to work so that at the
summit meeting in Chile next year we will
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provide an important impulse to a creation
of free trade in the American Continent.

The Mexican Government is very pleased
with the agreements we have reached in
order to promote educational, scientific, and
cultural exchanges, as well as to protect the
environment and nature, particularly along
the border area, our common border. These
agreements prove that we are united by in-
terest in the conditions in which our commu-
nities live, the conditions of the health and
the safety of the families.

We are particularly satisfied that President
Clinton and I will be signing the Declaration
of the Mexican-U.S. Alliance Against Drugs.
Our alliance will be based on mutual trust
and on our commitment as heads of state
that the collaboration between our countries
will progress in keeping with fundamental
principles. These principles include the abso-
lute respect of sovereignty and territorial ju-
risdiction of Mexico and of the United States;
shared responsibility in facing the problem
of illegal drugs and related crimes such as
money laundering and weapons trafficking;
a comprehensive fight against drugs, attach-
ing the same priority to all aspects of the
problem; balance and reciprocity in actions,
programs, and guidelines to take on the
threat of drugs in both countries; and effec-
tive law enforcement in both nations.

Based on these principles and based on
the joint assessments we received today—
President Clinton and I both received this—
Mexico and the United States now has a
shared vision of the magnitude of the prob-
lem, and we share the will to combat the
problem with all of the resources within our
reach.

The declaration we will be signing contains
specific objectives. We have given instruc-
tions to our Governments to prepare a com-
mon strategy in order to follow through with
the objectives and to prepare plans for recip-
rocal implementation. A particularly pleasing
aspect is that the declaration includes the in-
tention to work together, jointly, in order to
have a hemispheric agreement against illegal
trafficking of weapons, and also an agree-
ment for the extraordinary U.N. assembly on
drugs next year.

The Mexican Government appreciates the
sensitivity of President Clinton in terms of

the Mexicans’ rights and the dignity of Mexi-
cans in his country. Thus, it is very pleasing
that today we will also sign a joint declaration
on migration. For the past 2 years, our Gov-
ernments have made important progress in
dealing bilaterally with issues such as con-
sular protection and the human rights of mi-
grants as well as the efforts to combat traf-
ficking in human beings. Today we have re-
affirmed the commitment of both Govern-
ments to strengthen bilateral cooperation in
order to deal with the migration phenome-
non.

We have agreed to base our work on three
basic principles: One, the sovereign right of
every nation to apply its migration laws how-
ever it deems most appropriate for its na-
tional interests, always in keeping with inter-
national law and in a spirit of bilateral co-
operation; the second principle is that of ab-
solute compliance with the objectives of the
memorandum of understanding on consular
protection of Mexicans in the United States,
which was signed almost one year ago, par-
ticularly in the respect of human rights of
migrants; and the third principle is to deal
with the migration phenomenon in a com-
prehensive view which is mutually beneficial
and will make it possible to conserve family
unity and to protect the dignity of human
beings.

Based on these principles, this establishes
the commitments of our Government to pro-
tect the rights of migrants and to promote
the procurement of justice for migrants as
well as the respect of due legal process in
the application or the enforcement of migra-
tion laws. There is also a shared commitment
to ensure safe repatriation and orderly repa-
triation of migrants and apply new measures
to reduce violence along the border and to
combat trafficking in human beings and fal-
sification of documents.

In order to ensure a comprehensive view
on migration, we will examine scientific anal-
ysis which will be the result of binational co-
operation. This reflects the cooperation and
the good will of our Governments to create
a border whose communities are joined by
friendship and cooperation, not by conflict.
We want appropriate, just, and harmonious
development. The visit of President Clinton
and the agreements signed and to be signed
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are a firm step in our relationship of friend-
ship, respect, and cooperation which will
benefit both Mexico and the United States.

Once again I would like to thank President
Clinton for his visit and also ask him to ad-
dress you at this time, before we take the
questions from our friends from the media.

President Clinton. Thank you. Thank
you, Mr. President. To all the members of
the Mexican Government here and our hosts,
the members of the American delegation, the
members of the Cabinet administration, and
the Members of Congress. This is my first
trip to Mexico as President, my fifth occasion
to be in your country in my lifetime, and I’m
very pleased to be back. As you know, I had
planned to be here a month ago, but I lit-
erally got a bad break and couldn’t come.
So I’m very happy that we’re able to consum-
mate this trip today.

As President Zedillo has said just a short
while ago, we heard the reports of the United
States-Mexico Binational Commission, a re-
markable Cabinet-level group that oversees
the day to day interaction of our Govern-
ments. The presentations demonstrate viv-
idly the remarkable depth and breadth of our
relationship. No two countries are working
together on more important issues, with a
more direct effect on the lives of their people
than Mexico and the United States.

The reports demonstrate that for the most
part, we do agree on the opportunities and
the problems before us, and in a few mo-
ments the President and I will sign joint dec-
larations on drugs and migration. They dem-
onstrate that, more than in the past, we also
agree on solutions and that we are prepared
to carry forward our cooperation to a higher
level.

We share more than a 2,000-mile border
and, more importantly, we also share a vision
of what the border should be in the 21st cen-
tury: a safe, clean, efficient model of prosper-
ity and cooperation joining our people, not
a barrier that divides them.

The joint declaration on migration makes
clear that we both see our border as a dy-
namic living space with complex problems,
to be sure, and real opportunities, both of
which require a comprehensive approach.
The declaration commits both our Govern-
ments to improve how we manage the bor-

der. We will ensure that the human rights
of all migrants are respected, regardless of
their status; expand public information cam-
paigns warning migrants of dangerous cross-
ings; reduce violence and criminality at the
border; and combat the terrible practice of
alien smuggling.

The issue of immigration raises passions
on both sides of our border. I’m proud of
our tradition of generous legal immigration.
I will do everything I can to preserve it. I
deeply believe that America’s diversity is our
greatest source of strength for the future.
There is no more powerful proof of that than
the remarkable contributions Mexican Amer-
icans have made to our country in every walk
of life and to my administration.

But to maintain safe and orderly immigra-
tion and to do justice by the hundreds of
thousands of people who legally immigrate
to the United States every year, we must take
effective action to stop illegal immigration.
Our new immigration law will help us to do
that. In applying the law and in our overall
approach to immigration, we must balance
control with common sense and compassion.

I am very pleased that the balanced budget
agreement I reached with our Congress last
week restores certain benefits to some legal
immigrants. I will continue to work with
Congress to correct some aspects of the im-
migration law. We will ensure respect for
human rights and seek to apply the law hu-
manely, with special concern for children and
for families. There will be no mass deporta-
tions and no discrimination. But I am also
determined to help our southern neighbors
make the most of their rich economic and
social potential, because, ultimately, that’s
the best way to give people the confidence
they need to make their futures at home.

President Zedillo and I will also sign a joint
alliance against drugs. With this alliance, we
recognize the dangers we both face, the re-
sponsibilities we both share. Illegal narcotics
are not simply a Mexican problem—far from
it—but neither are they simply an American
problem. They are our common problem,
and we must find a common solution.

The alliance takes our already unprece-
dented cooperation to a new level. It respects
the laws and sovereignty of our countries,
while committing us to 15 concrete goals, to
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put in place a shared strategy by the end of
this year. We’ve agreed to intensify our work
on money-laundering investigations, to in-
crease our cooperation on extraditions, to fa-
cilitate trials on both sides of the border, to
apply profits seized from drug traffickers di-
rectly to law enforcement purposes, and to
step up our fight against gun-running, includ-
ing a hemispheric agreement outlawing the
trafficking in illegal arms.

These two declarations prove that we can
work through our problems in ways that work
for both of us. But this relationship is about
far more than resolving our problems. It’s
about seizing the real opportunities to make
our people more prosperous and more se-
cure on the edge of a new century. That’s
what we did with NAFTA, which has helped
to raise our exports to Mexico to an all-time
high and helped Mexico to bounce back from
a wrenching recession that caused great
hardship to people here.

Now, as President Zedillo and I agreed,
we must push forward on NAFTA’s promise
to help us clean up the environment, espe-
cially along the border, and to improve work-
ing conditions and safeguard worker rights
on both sides of the border.

I’m especially pleased with the new steps
we have taken to protect the environment
and to promote education. The United States
will provide $170 million in Environmental
Protection Agency funds for border water
projects. We will work with Mexico to attract
private sector investments in pollution pre-
vention. We will work to preserve endan-
gered species and natural forests.

We have also agreed to expand the Ful-
bright scholarship program, a favorite one of
mine because it was named for my mentor
and one of the most outstanding people ever
to come from my home State. This will dou-
ble the number of Fulbright scholars for
Mexicans studying in the United States, with
a special focus on science and technology.

Our partnership with Mexico for oppor-
tunity, security, and prosperity is fundamen-
tal to the future of both our peoples. Today
we have strengthened that partnership. Our
prospects for shaping that future for the chil-
dren are brighter, and I feel very, very good
about what we have done and quite optimis-

tic about what we will do in the days and
years ahead.

Thank you, Mr. President.

[At this point, President Clinton and Presi-
dent Zedillo signed the Joint Statement on
Migration Adopted by the President of the
United States and the President of Mexico
and the Declaration of Mexican and United
States Alliance Against Drugs.]

Upcoming Elections in Mexico
Q. I would like to address my question

to President Clinton. President Clinton, are
you concerned by the elections which will
take place here in Mexico next June, and par-
ticularly, can you imagine a Congress in Mex-
ico without a pre-majority?

President Clinton. I’m actually more con-
cerned about the American Congress.
[Laughter] Let me say, I applaud the move-
ment toward political reform and electoral
reform in Mexico just as I have applauded
and supported the movement toward eco-
nomic reform.

The judgments in the election are for the
Mexican people to make and for all the rest
of us who support democracy and freedom
and human rights to support. I welcome the
fact that so many observers have been invited
here to watch it take place, and I respect
President Zedillo for supporting this process.

Mexico’s Social Policies
Q. President Zedillo and President Clin-

ton, a U.N. report out last month, just last
month, said that the extensive focus on free-
market economic reforms by themselves
have failed to lift much of Latin America,
including Mexico, out of poverty—the popu-
lation out of poverty—and it suggests that
more attention needs to be spent on social
spending as at least a complementary action.

I’m wondering if you agree with that as-
sessment, if you feel that maybe your exten-
sive focus on free-market reforms need to
be balanced in any degree, and if you can
offer any kind of prediction on how many
years into the future it will be before the
countries of Latin America and Mexico spe-
cifically reach the level of society-wide eco-
nomic prosperity, that issues that you’ve been
dealing with such as immigration and drug-
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trafficking largely dry up on their own or
begin to dry up on their own.

Thank you.
President Zedillo. Thank you very much.

I will let others talk about the situation of
other sister nations in Latin America, and I’ll
refer to the case of Mexico. One of the rea-
sons why we Mexicans have been reinforcing
our economic structure—and this has taken
place for just over 10 years—is precisely
being able to have a material base which
arises from vigorous and sustained economic
growth so as to be able to support more
amitious social policies which will make it
possible to more effectively combat poverty
and inequality, which are the problems that
our nation is suffering from.

I think it’s very important to underscore
the fact that many social problems, many of
the problems of inequality and poverty in
Mexico today—and I think that there are
other countries of Latin America suffering
them as well—their basic source is found in
government policies which in past decades
stressed government control over economic
processes too much. The long period of stag-
nation in our economy cannot be tied to, nor
should it be tied in any way, to the processes
of economic liberalization—quite the con-
trary.

I think that thanks to these policies of
opening up towards foreign countries and the
internal liberalization of our economies, and
also adjusting the size of the Mexican Gov-
ernment as far as the control of the economy
is concerned means that we will now be able
to open up a period of sustained growth, dy-
namic growth, which will make it possible
for us to expand the reach, the objectives,
the sense, and the results of our social poli-
cies.

Extradition Treaty
Q. President Clinton, are you familiar with

a list of Mexicans that are extraditable, and
would you be willing to review the extradition
treaty?

President Zedillo, does this new relation-
ship imply a new concept of sovereignty?

President Clinton. Well, let me say that
we have enjoyed an unprecedented amount
of cooperation related to common criminal
and drug problems in a way designed to

strengthen our sovereignty, not to undermine
it. So we have worked with Mexico in griev-
ous cases on extraditions, and I appreciate
that, just as we are trying to work with Mex-
ico in providing helicopters to support eradi-
cation, or computer technology to help Mex-
ico work with us on money laundering or
working on the preventive aspects of the nar-
cotics problem. So I believe that extradition
partnerships that are fair, equal, and bal-
anced reinforce a nation’s sovereignty; they
don’t weaken it. And it’s an important part
of our long-term strategy to work together
on the drug issue.

Terry [Terence Hunt, Associated Press].

Whitewater
Q. Mr. President, I’d like to ask you about

a question back in the United States. The
Whitewater prosecutors assert that Mrs.
Clinton’s testimony on several issues has
changed over time or differs from that of
other witnesses. Do you have any idea of
what the discrepancies might be? And what
does this suggest to you about the course of
the investigation? Is it becoming more trou-
blesome for Mrs. Clinton?

President Clinton. No and no.
Q. Why is that, sir?
President Clinton. Well, you’ve been

watching it for years. If you don’t know, I
can’t help you.

NAFTA
Q. President, 4 years after NAFTA was

signed, are the terms fully enforced, or do
you believe that it is necessary to carry out
any changes, amendments, or are some of
the clauses obsolete?

Thank you.
President Zedillo. I believe that the

North American Free Trade Agreement has
performed very clearly in keeping with the
objectives that the three countries participat-
ing in the agreement had decided on. And
proof of this are the figures of the three
countries, the trade figures of the three coun-
tries. Just a moment ago I mentioned that
in bilateral trade alone between the United
States and Mexico during NAFTA trade has
grown over 60 percent; that is, almost close
to 70 percent. And that is despite the fact
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that in 1995 in our country we had an eco-
nomic recession.

Thus, I believe that the terms under which
NAFTA was negotiated were very good
terms. And I think that within the agreement
we have very clear and transparent mecha-
nisms to deal with any kind of dispute, and
I believe that at this time there is no signifi-
cant reason from the Mexican perspective to
review the contents of NAFTA.

If you’ll allow me, because just a moment
ago one question went unanswered, the sec-
ond part of—[inaudible]—question. I would
merely like to say that under no cir-
cumstances does this new understanding
based on respect between Mexico and the
United States—in no way does it mean that
the concept of sovereignty has changed; on
the contrary. It is very pleasing for me as
a President and as a representative of the
people of Mexico that in a document which
we just signed, that President Clinton and
I just signed, respecting this alliance against
drugs, the first principle which we mutually
recognize is—and I will read it—is ‘‘the abso-
lute respect for the sovereignty and territorial
jurisdiction of both Mexico and the United
States of America.’’

Wreath Laying at the Tomb of Mexican
Cadets and Whitewater

Q. Mr. President, as has been discussed
a great deal in the last 2 days, the two nations
have a long history together and sensitivities
have grown up as a result of involvement with
one another, including involvement during
war. Later today, you will be laying a wreath
at the tomb of Mexican cadets who were ac-
tually boys at the time that they died at the
hands of American troops. This is one of
those issues in which the Mexicans have been
very sensitive. These boys are heroes and are
seen basically as children who died in war.

My question is, are you going there and
laying that wreath in any way as a gesture
of apology or atonement for action by the
U.S. military?

President Clinton. I’m going there as a
gesture of respect, not only respect for their
lives but respect for the patriotism and the
integrity of the people who have served this
country.

President Truman went there as well when
he was here, and it’s my understanding that
no one has gone since. But I think other
heads of states regularly go there, and I do
not believe the President of the United
States should decline to go because of what
happened between our two countries a long
time ago.

You know, we are trying to heal the
wounds of war with nations with whom we
fought even more recently. I’m sending Pete
Peterson, who was a prisoner of war in Viet-
nam for over 6 years, to Vietnam as the new
Ambassador. It seems to me that if the Unit-
ed States wants to lead the world in the direc-
tion we say we do, then it is imperative for
us to respect our friends and neighbors espe-
cially, in countries around the world, and
honor their symbols of national honor. And
I’m proud to be able to do this.

Let me just say, since the President clari-
fied an answer he gave, let me say to Mr.
Hunt I did not mean to be flippant. What
I meant to say was I know of no factual dis-
crepancy, period. I am unaware of one. But
if you took the four of you sitting there to-
gether on the front row and got you all to-
gether again 13 to 19 years later and asked
you precisely what happened on this day, you
might have slightly different memories. I
have no idea that there is any such discrep-
ancy, but I have no reason to be concerned
about it whatever. We’ve both done our best
to answer all the questions that were asked
of us, and already tens of millions of dollars
have been spent on this, and I am just per-
fectly comfortable with where we are.

Immigration Law
Q. President Clinton, the question is re-

garding what you just mentioned, that is that
you would be working with your Congress
on some aspects of the migration law. What
aspects would these be, and how would they
benefit our citizens in the United States?

President Clinton. Well, let me just say,
first of all, we’ve cleared a big hurdle, I think,
in the budget agreement, dealing with the
eligibility of legal immigrants for public as-
sistance when, through no fault of their own,
they’re put into some distress. And then
there are a number of other issues which
have been raised about the administration of
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this law and the extent to which it might
prompt in a way that Congress never really
intended the virtual permanent breakup of
families, especially the people who may be
had visas even there to come into the country
in the first place.

So I’m working with Congress on it. But
I hope you will understand when I tell you
that since this is such a terrifically emotional
issue, until we have a clear approach and I
understand who is on what side here, the
more I say about it, I might be endangering
my chances to succeed. I think we all know
what the most significant potential problems
of the law are. I still support its fundamental
traditions. I support—I’m glad I—I would
sign the law again tomorrow if I had to be-
cause it gives us the ability to control our
borders better, to get illegal immigrants out
of the workplace, and to take illegal immi-
grants who come into the criminal justice sys-
tem and remove them quicker. So I think
that’s all to the good.

I’m concerned about undue family break-
up and disqualifying people who may not de-
serve it virtually permanently from applying
for citizenship.

Mexico-U.S. Antidrug Efforts
Q. A question for both men. Have you re-

solved the issue of whether American drug
agents operating in Mexico can carry side-
arms for their own protection? And if you
have, given the level of trust—or distrust—
between our two countries, such that it takes
a Presidential meeting to resolve an issue like
that, why should anyone believe that the
United States and Mexico would be able to
cooperate, exchange highly sensitive intel-
ligence information on drug trafficking or
drug smuggling, or is the talk of cooperation
just that—talk?

President Zedillo. If you will allow me,
in the declaration that we’ve just signed, that
President Clinton and I have just signed, it
is very clear on two aspects. The first aspect,
having to do with the principles—and I re-
ferred to them a moment ago, but I will refer
to them again—and that is the absolute re-
spect for the sovereignty and territorial juris-
diction of both Mexico and the United States.

And the other aspect, which is very impor-
tant for the Mexican Government and is ex-

pressed as one of the specific tasks to be un-
dertaken by both Governments, and it reads,
literally, ‘‘The Governments will do whatever
necessary to ensure the protection of the offi-
cials in charge of enforcing the law.’’ And
this naturally is on both sides of the border,
applicable for both sides of the border.

This principle and this recommendation
which we’ve made to our Governments must
be translated into practical measures which
obviously are in keeping with both of the pre-
viously mentioned principles. I have already
answered this question, the question that
you’ve put me, in the past, and I can assure
you that we will comply both with the prin-
ciples that both Governments have agreed
to, as well as with the objective of providing
these people with safety.

Naturally, it would not be appropriate for
us to refer to the specific mechanisms with
which, within the principle for the respective
sovereignty, we will be protecting these law
enforcement agents. I am sure that President
Clinton nor myself would ever make public
the details which might jeopardize the safety
of these people. Yet our commitment in both
areas is very clear.

President Clinton. This is in response to
the second half of your question. You said,
why should anyone believe that we can work
together? And let’s be frank here among
friends. On the American side the problems
are we have less than 5 percent of the world’s
population, and we consume about half the
drugs. And we’re more than happy every
year, American citizens, to give billions of
dollars that winds up in the hands of narco-
traffickers. That’s our big problem. Our sec-
ond problem is that while we are increasing
our capacity to deal with it, we have not suc-
ceeded in reducing the demand or com-
pletely controlling the border on our side.

Now, the Mexican problem is that narco-
traffickers can destroy the fabric of civil soci-
ety. They can undermine the integrity of any
society. And they go after places with open
spaces and a vulnerability to organized
money and violence. And so they also have
to worry about corruption, as anyone would
targeted with that kind of money.

But you say how can we rely on them to
cooperate. Let me talk about some facts that
we never—that we under-report. And I don’t
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mean that as a criticism; I mean we do, too,
we in public life. We now have 202 coopera-
tive money-laundering ventures going now;
54 of them are complete, joint investigations.
Last year, 200 law enforcement officers in
Mexico lost their lives in the line of duty—
200. And extraditions, seizures, prosecutions,
and eradications are all up in the last year.

So I believe that this Government is trying
to work with us. And I believe that the
chances of our succeeding in dealing with
our problems, and the chances of their suc-
ceeding in dealing with their problems are
dramatically heightened if we work together
and be honest about our problems but also
not deny good-faith efforts when they exist.
All those 200 people had families that grieved
for them. They laid down their lives trying
to fight—roll back the narcotraffickers, roll
back corruption, roll back crime. And it
seems to me that their lives alone are evi-
dence that we ought to be working to cooper-
ate.

President Zedillo. In view of the time
constraints, we will take one last question.

Q. Thank you. Good afternoon. President
Zedillo, in view of the magnitude of the fight
against drug trafficking, is it possible that
Mexico will accept the $6 million in cash of-
fered by the United States to combat drugs
as an additional resource to combat drug traf-
ficking?

And President Clinton, how did your view
or your vision of Mexico change when you
arrived here after your meeting with Presi-
dent Zedillo, and particularly, what was your
concept after having visited the Museum of
Anthropology?

Thank you.
President Zedillo. In terms of the prin-

ciple of mutual respect and cooperation that
the United States of America and Mexico
have developed in fighting drug trafficking,
there have been different occasions on which
we have received material support for this
struggle, which is a struggle that we all par-
ticipate in.

I am not informed of the details of the
resources that you’ve mentioned. I am sure
that within the context of the agreement that
we have reached we will examine in all detail
this offer, and in keeping with the principles

and objectives that I’ve mentioned we will
reach a decision in this regard.

Mexico-U.S. Relations and President’s
Visit to Museum of Anthropology

President Clinton. Let me briefly say that
I don’t know that my view of our relationship
has changed since I got here yesterday after-
noon, but I have been reinforced in my con-
viction that we can make progress on all these
fronts as long as we do it in a genuine atmos-
phere of mutual respect, and as long as we’re
completely honest about our differences and
willing to work hard to overcome them, and
we tell the people the facts about the
progress we are making and the problems
we have. So I feel very much reassured.

And in terms of going to the Anthropo-
logical Museum, I haven’t been there since
the 1970’s. I was a young man in a different
line of work back then. And I think the Presi-
dent can tell you that I think I kept him about
an hour longer than I was supposed to, and
I would probably still be there if it were up
to me. But I hope the Mexican people are
very proud of that because it shows, even
to an outsider like me, the remarkable cul-
tures which were the foundation of modern
Mexico. And it certainly gave me a deeper
appreciation for the richness and depth of
this country’s history and the incredible tal-
ents and gifts of its people.

President Zedillo. Muchas gracias.
President Clinton. One more—equal

time? [Laughter]

Mexico-U.S. Antidrug Efforts
Q. Mr. President, you mentioned the re-

sponsibilities that the United States bears for
the international drug problem because of
the massive demand in the United States.
Can you give us some of your ideas of new
efforts that you might have to help to combat
this big demand?

The President. First of all, let me say, I
have—we could talk all day about this, and
I have to be brief. But the first thing I would
urge you to do is to never forget the plan
that General McCaffrey has filed now, be-
cause General McCaffrey is a military man
and when he files a plan, that’s his mission,
and he intends to follow it. And if you look
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at our budget and if you look at our priorities,
we’re trying to implement it.

But let me just mention two points, if I
might. Number one, we are trying with the
work of the Attorneys General of the two
countries and our drug operations to inten-
sify our cooperation with Mexico and to work
more effectively with other countries to pre-
vent drugs at their source or in transit. Num-
ber two, we are focusing on our young peo-
ple. We know that we have—and we thank
God for it—we know we’ve had a big decline
in drug use among people between the ages
of 18 and 34. So now we have to focus on
the young. And that means more education,
more testing, more treatment. And it means
that we have to have a comprehensive juve-
nile justice youth development program in
every community in the United States.

That’s one of the reasons I strongly sup-
ported the summit of service in Philadelphia,
because I believe if they really want to do
the things that we all said we wanted to do,
there will have to be a community-based ini-
tiative that the Federal Government supports
in every community to keep our kids alive
and keep them off drugs.

So we have to do our part. And I’m firmly
committed to doing it.

Thank you.
President Zedillo. Muchas gracias.

NOTE: The President’s 143d news conference
began at 1:47 p.m. in the Residence at the Los
Pinos Presidential Palace. President Zedillo spoke
in Spanish, and his remarks were translated by
an interpreter. A portion of the news conference
could not be verified because the tape was incom-
plete.

Joint Statement on Migration
Adopted by the President of the
United States and the President of
Mexico
May 6, 1997

The issue of migration of Mexican nation-
als to the United States is a priority on our
bilateral agenda. We, the Presidents of the
United States and Mexico hereby politically
commit our respective governments to strive
to ensure a proper and respectful manage-
ment of this complex phenomenon taking

into consideration its diverse causes and eco-
nomic and social consequences in both coun-
tries.

During the last two years, our govern-
ments have engaged in consultations and ex-
change of information through many mecha-
nisms and have produced significant progress
in the bilateral treatment of issues such as
human rights and consular protection of mi-
grants and efforts to combat migrant traffick-
ing. This constructive dialogue should serve
as a first step leading to specific proposals
to manage migration between our nations in
a mutually beneficial manner.

In pursuing these proposals, our govern-
ments reaffirm a commitment to enhanced
bilateral cooperation in the management of
migration. We will be guided by the follow-
ing principles:

∑ The sovereign right of every State to
formulate and enforce its immigration
laws in a manner that addresses its na-
tional interests, always in accordance
with the rules of international law and
in pursuit of a spirit of bilateral coopera-
tion;

∑ Full compliance with the objectives of
the memorandum of Understanding on
Consular Protection of United States
and Mexican Nationals, signed on May
7, 1996, especially the respect for
human rights of all migrants; and,

∑ Dedication to a comprehensive vision of
managing migration and our shared bor-
der that turns differences between our
nations into sources of strength, and
that leads to mutually beneficial eco-
nomic and social development that pre-
serves family reunification and protects
human dignity.

On the basis of these principles, we, the
Presidents of the United States and Mexico
commit our governments to intensify dia-
logue and to accelerate efforts to achieve the
following goals:

∑ Explore ways to strengthen mechanisms
and fora for consultation and coopera-
tion on migration and consular protec-
tion that the two governments have es-
tablished at the national and local level;

∑ Protect the rights of migrants, pursue
vigorously the administration of justice
in situations in which migrants and bor-
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