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do it. And I think enormous good will exists.
It exists here in America, with the Irish Gov-
ernment, the British Government—enor-
mous goodwill exists. And now it is for those
people who have been holding up this proc-
ess to come in and make sure that we get
that lasting settlement the people want.

Thank you very much.
President Clinton. We’ve got to go back

to work.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:44 a.m. at the
Denver Public Library. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to schoolteachers Gary Trew and
Seamus McNeill. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of this exchange.

Remarks at the Presentation of the
Final Communique of the Summit of
the Eight in Denver
June 22, 1997

As I begin, I would like to thank the city
of Denver and the people of Colorado for
the wonderful work they did to make us feel
welcome here. I thank the people who
worked on behalf of the United States to put
this together, Harold Ickes, Deb Willhite,
and our whole team. And most of all, I want
to thank my colleagues for their hard work
and for the spirit of cooperation that pre-
vailed here in Denver.

We’ve agreed on new steps to organize our
nations to lay a strong foundation in the 21st
century, to prepare our people and our
economies for the global marketplace, to
meet new transnational threats to our secu-
rity, to integrate new partners into the com-
munity of free-market democracies.

Russia’s role here at the summit reflects
the great strides that Russia has made in its
historic transformation. We look forward to
Russia’s continued leadership and participa-
tion, and we thank President Yeltsin for all
he has done.

On behalf of my colleagues, I’d like to
summarize several key points in our commu-
nique. First, as leaders of the world’s major
industrial democracies, we feel a special re-
sponsibility to work together, to seize the op-
portunities and meet the challenges of the
global economy, and to ensure opportunity
for all segments of our societies.

We explored what we can do to create
more jobs for our people, and we look for-
ward to the conferences on employment in
Japan this fall and the United Kingdom early
next year. We believe we have much to learn
from each other. We also discussed the chal-
lenges our nations face as our populations
grow older and how we can keep our senior
citizens living productive lives well into their
later years.

Globalization brings with it problems none
of us can conquer alone. This year we intensi-
fied our common efforts to meet new
transnational threats, like environmental deg-
radation, terrorism, drugs, crime, and infec-
tious disease.

We are also determined to do our part to
protect our environment for future genera-
tions. Among other measures, we recommit-
ted ourselves to the principles of the Rio
Summit. We intend to reach an agreement
in Kyoto to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
to respond to the problem of global warming.
We discussed how best to protect the Earth’s
forests, and oceans, and we are clearly com-
mitted to doing that together as well.

Last year, we adopted an ambitious agenda
to fight crime and terrorism. Since then, we
have taken concrete steps from improving
airline security to denying safe haven for
criminals. This year, we’ll make special effort
to fight high-tech crimes such as those involv-
ing computer and telecommunications tech-
nology.

We’ve also made important progress in
promoting nuclear safety and security, par-
ticularly in combating nuclear smuggling and
in managing the growing stockpiles of pluto-
nium from dismantled nuclear warheads.

We launched a new effort to stem the
spread of infectious diseases. In the coming
year, we’ll be working together to improve
global surveillance to provide early warning,
to better coordinate our responses and to
strengthen public health systems, especially
in the developing world. We’ve also pledged
to accelerate our efforts to develop an HIV/
AIDS vaccine.

As we move forward with the integration
of new democracies and market economies,
we’re determined that no part of the world
will be left behind. We agreed upon a pack-
age of political and economic measures to
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ensure that African nations share with us the
benefits of globalization. We’ve also contin-
ued our efforts to strengthen and spread de-
mocracy and freedom around the world.

Finally, we discussed a number of political
issues of critical importance to our nations,
including Bosnia, the Middle East, and Hong
Kong. Next week will represent an historic
moment as Hong Kong returns to Chinese
sovereignty. We reaffirmed our strong inter-
est in Hong Kong’s future and our shared
conviction on the importance of China’s ad-
herence to its commitments under the 1984
agreement. We appreciate in particular the
devotion that Prime Minister Blair and his
government attach to this endeavor.

As we worked together to promote the
progress of market democracies, we re-
affirmed our intention to ensure that those
states that stand outside our community,
such as Iran, Iraq, and Libya, fully adhere
to the fundamental norms we all agree
should guide us into the next century.

We leave Denver renewed by our strength,
the strength, of our common efforts to pre-
pare our people to succeed in the global
economy and the global society of the 21st
century. Again, let me thank my fellow lead-
ers for their extraordinary work. I think it’s
been a very good summit. And again I thank
the people of Denver and Colorado for their
hospitality.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:58 p.m. at the
Denver Public Library. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Harold Ickes, Director of Summit Af-
fairs, and Debbie Willhite, Executive Director of
the summit.

The President’s News Conference in
Denver
June 22, 1997

The President. Thank you very much.
Please be seated. Let me say I have a brief
opening statement, and then I will open the
floor to questions. I know we also have some
members of the international press here, and
I’ll take several questions from the American
press first, and then I’ll try to alternate a bit.
And I think I have a general idea of where
everyone is.

Let me begin by saying that over the past
4 years I have worked with our partners in
these summits to focus the major industrial
democracies of the world on both the oppor-
tunities and the challenges that we face as
we move toward the 21st century. Together,
we worked to prepare our economies to meet
new transnational threats to our security, to
integrate new partners into our community
of free market democracies.

The summit communique I summarized
just a short while ago demonstrates that here
in Denver we have actually made real
progress on problems that matter to our peo-
ple. To prevent financial crises from one
country from sending shockwaves around the
world, something we have seen on two dif-
ferent occasions in the last few years, we’ve
strengthened our network of banking and
market officials to monitor financial policies
and police risky practices.

We moved forward in our fight against
new security threats that confront all our
people. We intend to step up our collective
efforts against the growing international
problem of high-tech and computer-related
crime. We agreed to work more closely to
stem the spread of materials of mass destruc-
tion that could be used in terrorist attacks.
To help ensure that, as we dismantle nuclear
weapons, dangerous materials don’t fall into
the wrong hands, we’ll tighten control on plu-
tonium stockpiles and establish a rapid re-
sponse network to prevent nuclear smug-
gling.

Together, we’ve begun to tackle another
very dangerous threat we’ll all face together
in the years ahead: infectious diseases that
can span the planet in the space of an airline
flight. We’ve agreed to create a global early
warning system to detect outbreaks and help
us to get the right medicines where they’re
needed quickly.

And in all of these efforts, we believe we
are stronger because we now have Russia as
a partner. I’m pleased that for the first time
Russia took part in our summit from the start
and that this week we reached agreement on
Russia’s joining the Paris Club for creditor
nations—evidence of Russia’s emergence as
a full member of the community of democ-
racies.
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