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to see whether all these things we’ve been
saying about America for 100 years are true,
that this is not about—this country is not
about one race, it’s not about one place, it’s
about a set of ideas and a set of ideals that
anybody can share and be a part of and make
a future on.

Well, we’re about to find out. And it’s high
time we started thinking about it. What is
the unfinished business between black Amer-
icans and white Americans? What is the un-
finished business that Hispanic Americans
have growing out of their unique heritage—
and they will soon be the second largest mi-
nority group when we’re all minority groups
in America—what about that? What does it
mean to have Los Angeles County with over
150 different racial and ethnic groups? What
does it mean not to be the providence of
the coast anymore—Wayne County, Detroit,
Michigan, has more than 140 different racial
and ethnic groups in it. What does all this
mean for us?

Can we become the first truly multiracial,
great democracy in human history? Can we
shed all the historic baggage that’s been with
us ever since prehistory when our ancient,
ancient, ancient ancestors gathered together
in bands and traveled across the Earth as
hunters and gathers and learned to distrust
people who looked different from them be-
cause they really had reason to be afraid of
them? Why are we still living like that?

Can we get rid of those deep sort of psy-
chological impulses that are inside? How
many times did you ever have a day where
you couldn’t have gotten through the day if
you didn’t really dislike somebody? [Laugh-
ter] You say, no matter how bad it is, at least
I’m not as bad as that sucker. [Laughter]
Right? How many days have you—everybody
here has had a day like that, right? Everybody
here has had a day like that. ‘‘I don’t think
much of myself today, but I sure am better
than so and so.’’ [Laughter] It’s almost like
we need this sort of thing.

And we’re laughing about it. But we have
been given a great gift—and those of you—
particularly those of you who are younger
have been given a great gift. You’re going
to grow up and live and raise your children
and see your grandchildren grow up in an
America where people have more chances

to live out their dreams than ever before—
if we can prove that we really can live to-
gether as one America, where we not only
accept, we actually celebrate what’s different
about us and we’re secure in celebrating it
because we know that what we share in com-
mon is even more important.

Now, that’s really what this is all about.
When we started the Saxophone Club in
1992, I had a set of simple little ideas that
I wanted to bring to America. I said to my-
self, what do I want this country to be like
when my daughter is my age in the 21st cen-
tury? I want everybody to have an oppor-
tunity who is responsible enough to work for
it. I want my country to be the world’s strong-
est force for peace and freedom. And I want
this country to be coming together instead
of being driven apart. I am sick and tired
of short-term, destructive, negative political
strategies that divide people when we need
to be united. That’s what I wanted then, and
that’s what I want now.

Now, so, I say to you, I thank you for being
here tonight. I want you to stay active in pub-
lic affairs. I want you to, every time you hear
somebody who is cynical and say it doesn’t
matter, say, compare how we are today with
how we were then. This is what I supported;
it was right; it made a difference; people’s
lives have changed. And then say, but there’s
a lot more to do, and that’s why I’m in it
for the long haul.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:18 p.m. at Bill-
board Live. In his remarks, he referred to actor
Kevin Spacey; comedian Paul Rodriguez; Bennett
Kelley, national cochair, Saxophone Club; and Lt.
Gov. Gray Davis of California.

Statement on the Supreme Court
Decision on Federal Funds for
Educational Programs
June 23, 1997

I am pleased with the Supreme Court’s
decision today which will raise educational
standards for children across America. For
the last 10 years, school districts have been
barred from providing Title I supplemental
remedial educational programs to parochial
school students in their classrooms. These
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special programs, which supplement the
school’s base curriculum, provide remedial
education to students who need more than
the standard school day provides.

My administration sought to overturn this
unfair restriction. The Court’s decision ex-
plicitly accepts the position put forth by So-
licitor General Walter Dellinger, represent-
ing Secretary of Education Richard Riley,
that federally funded supplemental edu-
cation programs may be provided to students
of both public and parochial schools without
running afoul of the principle of separation
of church and state. No longer will children
have to leave their school buildings in order
to get the assistance they need.

Because of today’s ruling, all school chil-
dren, whether in public or private schools,
can benefit equally from the important sup-
plemental remedial programs of Title I.

Statement on the Death of Betty
Shabazz
June 23, 1997

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of
the passing of Betty Shabazz earlier today.
She devoted a long career to education and
to uplifting women and children. She was
also a loving mother. Our prayers are with
her family in this hour of grief.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Federal
Advisory Committees
June 23, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
As provided by the Federal Advisory Com-

mittee Act, as amended (Public Law 92–463;
5 U.S.C., App. 2, 6(c)), I am submitting my
third Annual Report on Federal Advisory
Committees, covering fiscal year 1995.

Consistent with my commitment to create
a more responsive government, the executive
branch continues to implement my policy of
maintaining the number of advisory commit-
tees within the ceiling of 534 required by
Executive Order 12838 of February 10, 1993.
As a result, my Administration held the num-
ber of discretionary advisory committees (es-

tablished under general congressional au-
thorizations) to 512, or 36 percent fewer than
the 801 committees in existence at the time
I took office.

During fiscal year 1995, executive depart-
ments and agencies expanded their efforts to
coordinate the implementation of Federal
programs with State, local, and tribal govern-
ments. To facilitate these important efforts,
my Administration worked with the Congress
to pass the ‘‘Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995’’ (Public Law 104–4), which I signed
into law on March 22, 1995. The Act provides
for an exclusion from the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (FACA) for interactions be-
tween Federal officials and their intergovern-
mental partners while acting in their official
capacities. This action will directly support
our joint efforts to strengthen accountability
for program results at the local level.

Through the advisory committee planning
process required by Executive Order 12838,
departments and agencies have worked to
minimize the number of advisory committees
specifically mandated by statute. There were
407 such groups in existence at the end of
fiscal year 1995, representing a 7 percent de-
crease over the 439 at the beginning of my
Administration. However, we can do more
to assure that the total costs to fund these
groups, $46 million, are dedicated to support
high-priority public involvement efforts.

My Administration will continue to work
with the Congress to assure that all advisory
committees that are required by statute are
regularly reviewed through the congressional
reauthorization process and that remaining
groups are instrumental in achieving national
interests. The results that can be realized by
working together to achieve our mutual ob-
jective of a better, more accessible govern-
ment will increase the public’s confidence in
the effectiveness of our democratic system.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 23, 1997.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 24.
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