
957Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / June 24

special programs, which supplement the
school’s base curriculum, provide remedial
education to students who need more than
the standard school day provides.

My administration sought to overturn this
unfair restriction. The Court’s decision ex-
plicitly accepts the position put forth by So-
licitor General Walter Dellinger, represent-
ing Secretary of Education Richard Riley,
that federally funded supplemental edu-
cation programs may be provided to students
of both public and parochial schools without
running afoul of the principle of separation
of church and state. No longer will children
have to leave their school buildings in order
to get the assistance they need.

Because of today’s ruling, all school chil-
dren, whether in public or private schools,
can benefit equally from the important sup-
plemental remedial programs of Title I.

Statement on the Death of Betty
Shabazz
June 23, 1997

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of
the passing of Betty Shabazz earlier today.
She devoted a long career to education and
to uplifting women and children. She was
also a loving mother. Our prayers are with
her family in this hour of grief.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Federal
Advisory Committees
June 23, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
As provided by the Federal Advisory Com-

mittee Act, as amended (Public Law 92–463;
5 U.S.C., App. 2, 6(c)), I am submitting my
third Annual Report on Federal Advisory
Committees, covering fiscal year 1995.

Consistent with my commitment to create
a more responsive government, the executive
branch continues to implement my policy of
maintaining the number of advisory commit-
tees within the ceiling of 534 required by
Executive Order 12838 of February 10, 1993.
As a result, my Administration held the num-
ber of discretionary advisory committees (es-

tablished under general congressional au-
thorizations) to 512, or 36 percent fewer than
the 801 committees in existence at the time
I took office.

During fiscal year 1995, executive depart-
ments and agencies expanded their efforts to
coordinate the implementation of Federal
programs with State, local, and tribal govern-
ments. To facilitate these important efforts,
my Administration worked with the Congress
to pass the ‘‘Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995’’ (Public Law 104–4), which I signed
into law on March 22, 1995. The Act provides
for an exclusion from the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (FACA) for interactions be-
tween Federal officials and their intergovern-
mental partners while acting in their official
capacities. This action will directly support
our joint efforts to strengthen accountability
for program results at the local level.

Through the advisory committee planning
process required by Executive Order 12838,
departments and agencies have worked to
minimize the number of advisory committees
specifically mandated by statute. There were
407 such groups in existence at the end of
fiscal year 1995, representing a 7 percent de-
crease over the 439 at the beginning of my
Administration. However, we can do more
to assure that the total costs to fund these
groups, $46 million, are dedicated to support
high-priority public involvement efforts.

My Administration will continue to work
with the Congress to assure that all advisory
committees that are required by statute are
regularly reviewed through the congressional
reauthorization process and that remaining
groups are instrumental in achieving national
interests. The results that can be realized by
working together to achieve our mutual ob-
jective of a better, more accessible govern-
ment will increase the public’s confidence in
the effectiveness of our democratic system.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 23, 1997.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 24.
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Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Most-
Favored-Nation Status for China
June 24, 1997

This past weekend, I was proud to host
the leaders of the major industrial democ-
racies at the Summit of the Eight in Denver.
We discussed ways to make the 21st century
safer, more secure, and more prosperous for
all our people, and how we need to reach
out to the world to ensure our well-being
at home.

Today’s vote in the House of Representa-
tives to continue our normal trading relations
with China enhances our ability to do just
that—and to deepen our cooperation with
the largest country in the world. I’m espe-
cially pleased to see this vote had strong bi-
partisan support. It sends a clear signal to
our friends and foes alike that when it comes
to America’s security and prosperity, our Na-
tion speaks with one voice.

Today’s vote was a vote for America’s in-
terests. It makes clear that the right way to
encourage further progress in China is not
to cut China off but to draw China in.

China is home to nearly one-fourth the
world’s population and is one of the fastest
growing markets in the world. Our steady en-
gagement has expanded areas of cooperation,
from stopping nuclear testing to promoting
stability on the Korean Peninsula; from com-
bating terrorism, drug trafficking, and pollu-
tion to protecting American intellectual
property rights. And already, we sell $12 bil-
lion worth of exports to China every year—
supporting tens of thousands of good Amer-
ican jobs.

Preserving normal trade relations does not
mean endorsement of all of China’s policies.
When we disagree with China, such as on
human rights and religious freedom, we will
continue to speak out candidly and clearly.
While we’ve felt all along that revoking nor-
mal trade relations would only exacerbate our
differences, we are committed to work close-
ly with Congress and others to defend and
advance our interests with China as we
strengthen our cooperation.

The way China evolves in the years ahead
will have an enormous bearing on the shape
of the 21st century. A stable, secure, open,

and prosperous China that respects inter-
national norms and works with us as a partner
is profoundly in America’s interest. Ulti-
mately, China will decide its own destiny.
But by maintaining our steady engagement,
we can play a useful role—helping China
choose the path of integration that will bene-
fit our people and the world.

Today’s House vote reinforces that strat-
egy and strengthens our ability to encourage
positive change. Again, I want to thank the
House of Representatives for its strong bipar-
tisan support. I look forward to working with
Members of both parties to deepen our pol-
icy consensus toward China and to advance
our security and prosperity in the future.

Statement on Consumer Confidence
June 24, 1997

Today’s Conference Board release, along
with the University of Michigan’s release ear-
lier this month, indicate more good news on
the economy.

Today’s report shows that Americans are
more confident about economic conditions
than they have been in 28 years. With
consumer confidence, unemployment, and
inflation the best they’ve been in decades,
America’s economy is the strongest in the
world and the best in a generation.

Unemployment is at its lowest level in 24
years, economic growth is the highest it has
been in a decade, and inflation is the lowest
for any administration since John F. Kennedy
was President. We have already cut the defi-
cit 77 percent since 1992, helping spark this
remarkable period of strong growth and low
inflation.

Now is the time to build on the bipartisan
budget agreement, which will balance the
budget for the first time since 1969, honor
our values, and help to continue this solid
economic performance.

Executive Order 13051—Internal
Revenue Service Management Board
June 24, 1997

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including 31
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