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free, undivided, at peace, and full of hope
for the young people in this audience and
far beyond these borders in the 21st century.

Today I ask all of you assembled here,
throughout this land, across Europe, and in
America, let us all keep freedom’s bright light
and advance the work of the extraordinary
Atlantic community. Let us bring down the
barriers to a better future for all people on
this continent. Let us close history’s divide.
Let us create a 21st century of opportunity,
security, peace, and freedom for the children
of Denmark, Europe, and the United States.
It can be the greatest time in all human his-
tory. We must follow your past example into
the future.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. in the Ny
Torv Square. In his remarks, he referred to Prime
Minister Rasmussen’s wife, Lone Dybkjaer; Vice
Prime Minister and Minister for Economic Affairs
Marianne Jelved and her husband, Jan; Jens Kra-
mer Mikkelsen, Lord Mayor of Copenhagen; and
Bodil Jensen, chair, Copenhagen City Council.

Statement on Northern Ireland

July 12, 1997

I welcome the decision of the Orange
Order and its local lodges to voluntarily call
off and reroute the contentious parades
scheduled for this weekend. In choosing not
to risk confrontation, the members of the Or-
ange Order have taken a significant step. I
hope that the people of both communities
redouble their efforts to reach accommoda-
tion on other contentious parades in a spirit
of goodwill and generosity and reject the in-
excusable violence that we saw in Northern
Ireland today.

The Orange Order’s decision, and the
warm welcome that has greeted it, confirm
my conviction that the people of Northern
Ireland want and deserve an end to violence
and confrontation. The people of Northern
Ireland have the United States unwavering
support to build on this moment of hope to
seek a lasting settlement to the conflict that
has divided them for far too long.

Remarks Announcing Proposed
Legislation To Ban Discrimination
Based on Genetic Screening
July 14, 1997

Thank you very much. You know, very
often when I come into this room for an
event like this, to stand up for a cause I be-
lieve in, by the time it’s my turn to speak,
there is nothing else to say. [Laughter] But
that has never been more true than it is at
this moment. Mary Jo, you were terrific, and
we thank you. Thank you very much.

Secretary Shalala, Congresswoman
Slaughter, Dr. Collins, the head of our ge-
nome project, Susan Blumenthal, the head
of the Women’s Health Office at HHS, ladies
and gentlemen, thank you for being here.

I want to say a special word of thanks, too,
to Congresswoman Louise Slaughter. Both
our families have known losses—and hers
very recently—and we appreciate her being
here. I love to hear Louise Slaughter talk
with her beautiful southern accent. The first
time I heard she was a Congresswoman from
New York, I thought it was a misstatement.
[Laughter] And from my point of view, she’s
the only Member of Congress from New
York who speaks without an accent, and I
like that. [Laughter]

The remarkable strides that we have seen
in genetic research and testing are so impor-
tant to every American family. Chances are,
every family represented in this room in our
lifetime will have a child, a grandchild, a
cousin, a niece, a nephew somehow bene-
fited from the work of the human genome
project, which seemed nothing more than an
intellectual dream just a few years ago. And
one of the things that we have to do is to
make sure that every American family has
a chance to benefit from it.

Secretary Shalala’s report which she has
issued—it’s a remarkable report; I commend
it to all of you—makes it clear that the scope
of this era of discovery is truly astonishing.
We are literally unlocking the mysteries of
the human body, finding new and unprece-
dented ways of discovering not only the pro-
pensity for it to break down in certain ways
or lead to certain forms of disease or human
behavior but also ways to prevent the worst
consequences of our genetic structure.
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And as with every kind of decision like this,
there is always the possibility that what we
learn can not only be used but can be mis-
used. And in all of this era of scientific dis-
covery, there is probably no greater promise
for use or for misuse than in the area of ge-
netic testing. Used in the right way, obviously
it has the chances to save millions of lives
and revolutionize health care. And I am
proud of our aggressive support for the
human genome project.

But it’s also clear that it is wrong for insur-
ance companies to use genetic information
to deny coverage. It’s happened before. It
happened in the 1970’s with some African-
Americans who carried sickle cell anemia.
And it can happen in many other ways. An
enormous number—percentage of American
women get breast cancer at some time during
their lives. An enormous percentage of
American men get prostate cancer at some
time during their lives. There are other kinds
of medical problems that occur with increas-
ing frequency and that we’ll see more and
more as we grow older as a population.

And now we see the consequences already
of this kind of discrimination. It’s wrong
when someone avoids taking a test that could
save a life just because they’re so afraid that
the genetic information will be used against
them. And too many women today fear that
that will happen when they decide to test
or to not be tested to see if they carry the
gene for breast cancer.

Now, this kind of discrimination is—really
it’s more than wrong; it’s a life-threatening
abuse of a potentially life-saving discovery.
And I can’t help commenting that in the
United States, it is a direct consequence of
the fact that we are the only advanced coun-
try in the world that has chosen to finance
the health care of our citizens through a pri-
vate insurance system that is completely op-
tional and does not cover every one. So that
to be fair, the insurance companies them-
selves face some dilemmas that can only be
fixed by the law, by a restatement of the pub-
lic interest, so that none are treated dif-
ferently from others if they make the deci-
sion to do what is morally right. And I think
that’s important to point out. I tried to fix
it once and took a lot of criticism, but I’m
not—[laughter]—I’m not ashamed that I did.

If I could fix it tomorrow, I would fix it to-
morrow, because this is not right.

But we have done what we could to try
to, step by step, change this structure. A year
ago, we took the first step when Congress
passed and I signed the Kennedy-Kassebaum
bill, which prohibits group health plans from
using genetic information to deny coverage.
And today my administration is sending legis-
lation to Congress that will ban all health
plans, group and individual, from denying
coverage or from raising premiums on the
basis of genetic tests. It will prohibit all
health plans from disclosing genetic informa-
tion that could be misused by other insurers.
But it will protect researchers’ ability to make
the best use of this vitally important tool.

It builds on the solid foundation of Con-
gresswoman Slaughter and Senator Olympia
Snowe’s bill, and I’m pleased to say that Sen-
ator Frist from Tennessee and Senator Jef-
fords from Vermont have announced that
they will share our commitment and they will
work with us to pass bipartisan legislation to
ban discrimination based on genetic tests.

This is an example of the step-by-step ap-
proach we are now taking that I will not be
satisfied with until we have made sure that
every American family has the health care
they need to thrive. We’ve already ensured
that a job change or an illness in the family
doesn’t mean automatically losing your
health insurance. We’ve made it easier for
self-employed people to buy health insurance
for their families. The balanced budget
agreement I have reached with the leaders
of Congress, that was voted for in its outline
by overwhelming majorities in both parties
and both Houses, will extend care to millions
and millions of uninsured children. It will en-
sure, as Secretary Shalala said, that more
older women can have mammograms. It will
protect Medicare and Medicaid.

But what we’re here today to say is some-
thing very simple and yet profound. We can-
not afford to let our progress either in science
or in extending health care to the American
people to be undermined by the misuse of
what is a miracle of genetic testing. Ameri-
cans should never have to choose between
saving their health insurance and taking tests
that could save their lives. With these efforts,
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1 White House correction.

we will ensure at least that no American ever
has to make that choice again.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mary Jo Ellis Kahn, breast cancer
survivor and member, National Action Plan on
Breast Cancer; and Francis S. Collins, director,
National Center for Human Genome Research.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters
July 15, 1997

The President. First of all, I want to wel-
come the congressional leadership here. I am
glad to be back home. Last week was a truly
historic week not only for NATO and Europe
but for the United States. And the meeting
we had in Madrid, I’m convinced, 50 years
from now will be looked back on as a very
wise decision to admit new members and
take on new missions and establish new part-
nerships for NATO.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
all who were responsible for the bipartisan
delegation from both the Senate and House
that went to the NATO meeting. And in par-
ticular, I’d like to thank Senator Roth, who
is here, who was the chair of the delegation
and who actually spoke to the North Atlantic
Council and did a terrific job. So it was a
very, very good thing.

Now that we’re back here, I think that
clearly the first order of business is to go on
with the work of balancing the budget in a
way that is consistent with the agreement we
made and consistent with our strategy, since
1993,1 of cutting what can be cut, investing
in our people, and trying to grow this econ-
omy.

There are some I have heard since I’ve
been gone who have argued that since the
deficit has dropped dramatically, it will some-
how disappear just if we leave the ’93 plan
in place and don’t do anything else. I have
to say that I emphatically disagree with that.
It is true that the deficit has dropped more
than we predicted it would in ’93, and we’re

proud of that. But I think it is plainly wrong
that, number one—Frank Raines told me
just this morning that if we did nothing, it
wouldn’t—the budget would not balance.

Number two, let me be quite specific
about the kind of agreement that we have
reached here. This agreement has $900 bil-
lion in spending reduction over 10 years. It
has entitlement reforms that have to be
made, and even after that, there will be more
to be done to try to save Medicare and the
other entitlements over the long run. It pays
for the biggest increase in education and chil-
dren’s health in over 30 years, which would
not occur, I’m convinced, in the ordinary ap-
propriations process. It pays for tax cuts, and
we still have some disagreement about that,
but I think we’ll reach agreement on tax cuts
that fund the education portion of the budget
agreement. And I believe it should also give
the children’s tax credit to hard-pressed
working families.

I think that we should be careful not to
let the deficit explode. I think that we
should—I hope that I can persuade the Con-
gress to embrace the specific provisions relat-
ing to redevelopment of our urban areas and
our poorest rural areas, because I think we
have to change from the social service model
for the poor inner cities to an economic de-
velopment, growth, and private business
model. So I hope we can do that. But the
idea that we don’t have to do anything, I
think, is dead wrong.

The last thing I’d like to say is confidence
in this economy keeps it growing and keeps
people investing in it, and if we pass another
budget agreement and it has credibility, we’ll
have more confidence, more investment, and
we’ll keep it going.

So I’m looking forward to this opportunity
to work with the Members of Congress. And
perhaps they would like to say a word or two,
and then we’ll answer a question or two.

Mr. Speaker, would you like to go first?

[At this point, House Speaker Newt Gingrich
made brief remarks.]

The President. Senator?

[Senate majority leader Trent Lott made brief
remarks.]

Q. Mr. President, why do you think—
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