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Statement on Coordination of Fast
Track Legislation

July 24, 1997

I am pleased to announce the appointment
of Jason S. Berman to serve as Special Coun-
selor to the President and coordinate the ad-
ministration’s effort to pass fast track legisla-
tion.

During his tenure at the White House, Mr.
Berman will take a leave of absence from
his current position as chairman of the Re-
cording Industry Association of America. I
am grateful to him for setting aside this work
to join our team. Mr. Berman’s extensive
knowledge of trade policy and unparalleled
experience on the Hill will be invaluable to
our effort.

I am also pleased to announce that I have
asked Victoria L. Radd, an outstanding mem-
ber of my staff, to join Mr. Berman in coordi-
nating this effort. Ms. Radd is an Assistant
to the President and Chief of Staff to Erskine
Bowles. During the past 4 years, she has also
served as Associate Counsel to the President
and as Deputy Director of Communications.
Prior to joining the White House, she was
a partner in the law firm of Williams &
Connolly.

The economic strategy of my administra-
tion, based on reducing the deficit, investing
in the education and skills of our people, and
opening markets, has helped produce the
strongest economy in the world. I am calling
on the Congress to enact fast track legislation
so we can continue our aggressive drive to
open markets to our goods and services and
create more high skilled jobs for the Amer-
ican people. Every President, Republican
and Democrat, in the past two decades has
had this vital tool to maintain effective Amer-
ican leadership in the global economy. Fast
track authority is in the national interest of
the United States, and my appointment of
Jay Berman makes clear my determination
to fight for passage of this important
legislation.

Statement on the Proposed
‘‘Immigration Reform Transition Act
of 1997’’
July 24, 1997

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress
today the ‘‘Immigration Reform Transition
Act of 1997.’’ This proposal reflects my com-
mitment to balance firm controls against ille-
gal immigration with common sense and
compassion. It would provide a needed tran-
sition for individuals who apply for a form
of immigration relief called suspension of de-
portation and who had immigration cases
pending before the 1996 immigration law
took effect. It would prevent the inherent un-
fairness of applying new rules to old cases.

This legislation also addresses the special
circumstances of Central Americans who
came to our country because of civil war and
upheaval. Today, the remarkable progress in
that region means that many of those people
can return home. But as I assured the leaders
of Central America when I visited the region
in May, we want that to occur in a manner
that avoids destabilizing the nations and
economies of Central America, or imposing
undue hardships on families. We also want
to make sure that people who sought refuge
in our country and who have contributed
greatly to their local communities here in the
United States are treated with fairness and
dignity. To meet that commitment, this pro-
posal ensures that certain groups of Central
Americans whose cases were pending before
the new immigration law took effect would
be eligible to apply for suspension of depor-
tation under the prior rules.

I am determined to do all I can to preserve
our Nation’s tradition of generous legal im-
migration. But just as we are a nation of im-
migrants, we also are a nation of laws. To
uphold the tradition of generous legal immi-
gration and to do right by legal immigrants,
we need to continue working to stop illegal
immigration. The bill I am submitting today
in no way diminishes the important enforce-
ment objectives of the 1996 immigration bill,
nor is it an amnesty or waiver program. Rath-
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