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not always been smooth. But you have
learned and persevered as an agency, and we
have learned and persevered as a country.
When problems arise, we have to meet them
head on, learn from them, and make sure
as we go forward that integrity and respon-
sibility remain our watchwords every day.
That’s the best way to promote public con-
fidence and to preserve the high standards,
which I know you share.

Through the dedication, professionalism,
and hard work of men and women like you,
this agency has played an integral role in
keeping our Nation strong, advancing our in-
terests, promoting peace, lifting the lives of
millions around the world. Now each of us
must do our part to carry that tradition for-
ward, because even though the world has not
changed—the world has changed—we will
always have to rely on human judgment. No
computer program will ever replace it. You,
the men and women of the CIA, put your
passion and creativity behind our intel-
ligence. We still depend on our case officers
abroad who face new pressures, challenges,
and dangers in a more complex world. We
still rely on our imagery analysts who prove
every day from the Cuban missile crisis to
Desert Storm that a picture truly can be
worth a thousand words and more.

We still need dedicated men and women
to monitor foreign communications and
sound the right alarms. We still need analysts
to weave varied strands of data into logical,
honest assessments and, when necessary, into
warnings. We still need sophisticated
counter-intelligence to keep our secrets in
and keep foreign agents out. And ultimately,
our intelligence community’s success de-
pends upon the support of the public it
serves and the Congress that oversees its
work.

So let me say again how pleased I am to
see these distinguished Members of Con-
gress here today, evidence of the strong part-
nership between the legislative branch and
the intelligence community. Thank you for
your presence.

In the walls here at Langley, there is in-
scribed that magnificent verse of scripture,
‘‘And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free.’’ For five decades, the
men and women of the CIA have made it

their mission to bring that truth to light, often
at tremendous personal risks and never for
personal acclaim.

For five decades, your honor, your hero-
ism, your judgment, and your intelligence has
helped America to meet every challenge we
have faced. Now, on the brink of the 21st
century, with your help, we can do that all
over again for another 50 years. Once again,
you stand at the forefront of America’s de-
fense, you embody America’s best values,
and you must help to carry us into a brighter
future.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. in the
quadrangle at CIA Headquarters. In his remarks,
he referred to Stephanie Tenet, wife of Director
of Central Intelligence George J. Tenet; Charles
(Chase) Brandon, Public Affairs Officer, CIA; and
Mir Aimal Kansi, apprehended suspect in the
1993 shooting of CIA employees at an intersection
in Langley, VA.

Remarks on Departure for Capitol
Hill and an Exchange With Reporters
September 16, 1997

Proposed ‘‘Export Expansion and
Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act of
1997’’

The President. Good afternoon. Today I
am taking the next step in our strategy to
extend our prosperity into the next century.
I have submitted legislation to the Congress
that will renew the traditional authority
granted to Presidents of both parties since
1974 to negotiate new trade agreements to
open foreign markets to goods and services
made by American workers.

We are at a moment of hard-earned opti-
mism and great hope for our future, with 13
million new jobs, unemployment below 5
percent. Our 1993 economic plan, which cut
the deficit by 80 percent, created the base
conditions for this growth. The bipartisan
balanced budget I have just signed, with its
unprecedented investment in education, sets
the stage for further prosperity into the next
century.

But we must also recognize that a critical
element of America’s success has been our
leadership in the global economy. More than
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a third of our growth in the past 4 years has
come from expanded trade. Today, 12 mil-
lion American jobs are supported by exports.
Today, at the pinnacle of that strength,
America must choose whether to advance or
to retreat. I believe the only way we can con-
tinue to grow and create good jobs in the
future is to embrace global growth and ex-
pand American exports.

The legislation I submitted today extends
for 4 years the authority every American
President has had for decades, to negotiate
new agreements that tear down foreign bar-
riers to our goods and our services, every-
thing from computer equipment to chemi-
cals. It will enable the United States to sell
in the world’s fastest growing markets, re-
gions where our competitors will step in if
we retreat. It will help to create the high-
wage jobs that come from exports, and it will
do this while allowing us to advance protec-
tions for workers’ rights and the environ-
ment, critical goals for us at home and for
America abroad.

The Vice President and I are now going
to Capitol Hill to meet with the Democratic
Members of Congress to spell out why this
legislation is in the national interest. The leg-
islation reflects the values of both parties and
reflects the abiding partnership between the
President and Congress. It is a bipartisan
partnership that has helped to produce
strong prosperity and a partnership that must
continue in the interest of the American peo-
ple and our future.

Landmines
Q. Mr. President, are you changing your

policy on landmines?
The President. No, I’m not changing my

policy on landmines. I have been working
very hard to try to reach agreement with the
parties in Oslo.

But I would like to remind everybody here
of a few facts. I believe that I was the first
world leader to call for an end to the land-
mines that are killing so many innocent peo-
ple around the world. The United States does
not produce, sell, or deploy these mines, and
we are destroying them. With the single ex-
ception of Korea—everyone in the world rec-
ognizes that Korea is a special problem be-
cause of the number of North Korean troops

that are very close to Seoul. And we have
been working with the people in Oslo to try
to get an extended period of time to deal
with that.

Now there is another issue that relates to
our antitank mines, which are slightly dif-
ferent from other countries, which also in-
volve destruction devices that automatically
go dead within a matter of hours or days.
We’re trying to work through these things.

But the United States has done more than
any other country to bring an end to land-
mines. We have spent $150 million in the
last 4 years in demining work. We are missing
an airplane off the coast of Africa that depos-
ited a demining team in Africa to continue
this work. So we have not taken a back seat
to anyone. But we have to make sure that
our fundamental responsibilities through the
United Nations for Korea, and to our own
troops in terms of antitank mines, which are
legal under this treaty, can be maintained.

And we’re working on it. I don’t want to
discuss the state of play because I’m not quite
sure what it is. But we have another day or
so to try to work through this. The United
States would like to be a signatory to this
agreement, but I have to be sure that we
can fulfill our responsibilities and protect our
troops.

Q. Sir, how much of a fast track——

Tobacco
Q. Do you support an increase in the price

of cigarettes of $1.50—is that one of the pro-
posals tomorrow on tobacco?

The President. I will announce tomorrow
what I think we should do on tobacco. And
we’re going to come out for some clear prin-
ciples that will further this debate, which we
started a long time ago now it seems, with
the action proposed by the FDA. Again, I
will say I want to do what is necessary to
protect children’s health, particularly, and
the public health in general. And I will be,
I think, quite vigorous and clear tomorrow
when I make that announcement.

Q. Sir, is the tobacco agreement dead?
How much of a fast track is it going to be
on after tomorrow?

The President. No, I don’t think it’s dead.
You know, Members of Congress have made
comments about whether it could be done
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or not this year. We ought do this as—we
ought to get this legislation through Congress
as quickly as we can. I would hope that we
can get all the parties to the lawsuit involved
to agree to it. But we have to do it right.
So I will do it as quickly as possible, working
with the leadership in Congress, but I want
to do it right.

Q. Will you offer legislation on your own,
sir?

The President. What did you say?
Q. Will you offer your own legislation?
The President. Well, tomorrow—let me

must say this—tomorrow we’re going to talk
about general principles and then we’ll do
some consulting to see what the most pro-
ductive way to get legislation in the hopper
is.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Proposed ‘‘Export
Expansion and Reciprocal Trade
Agreements Act of 1997’’
September 16, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit a legislative pro-

posal entitled the ‘‘Export Expansion and Re-
ciprocal Trade Agreements Act of 1997.’’
Also transmitted is a section-by-section anal-
ysis.

This proposal would renew over 60 years
of cooperation between the Congress and the
executive branch in the negotiation and im-
plementation of market-opening trade agree-
ments for the benefit of American workers
and companies.

The sustained, robust performance of our
economy over the past 5 years is powerful
proof that congressional-executive coopera-
tion works. We have made great strides to-
gether. We have invested in education and
in health care for the American people. We
have achieved an historic balanced budget
agreement. At the same time, we have put
in place trade agreements that have lowered
barriers to American products and services
around the world.

Our companies, farms, and working people
have responded. Our economy has produced

more jobs, more growth, and greater eco-
nomic stability than at any time in decades.
It has also generated more exports than ever
before. Indeed, America’s remarkable eco-
nomic performance over the past 5 years has
been fueled in significant part by the strength
of our dynamic export sector. Fully 96 per-
cent of the world’s consumers live outside
the United States. Many of our greatest eco-
nomic opportunities today lie beyond our
borders. The future promises still greater op-
portunities.

Many foreign markets, especially in the de-
veloping world, are growing at tremendous
rates. Latin American and Asian economies,
for example, are expected to expand at three
times the rate of the U.S. economy over the
coming years. Consumers and industries in
these countries prize American goods, farm
products, services, and the many expressions
of American inventiveness and culture.
While America is the world’s greatest export-
ing nation, we need to do more if we want
to continue to expand our own economy and
product good, high-wage jobs.

We have made real progress in breaking
down barriers to American products around
the world. But many of the nations with the
highest growth rates almost invariably im-
pose far higher trade barriers than we do.
We need to level the playing field with those
countries. They are the nations whose mar-
kets hold the greatest potential for American
workers, firms, and agricultural producers.

Today, the United States is the world’s
strongest competitor. The strength of the
U.S. economy over the past several years is
testimony to the creativity, productivity, and
ingenuity of American firms and workers. We
cannot afford to squander our great advan-
tages by retreating to the sidelines and
watching other countries conclude pref-
erential trade deals that shut out our goods
and services. Over 20 such agreements have
been concluded in Latin America and Asia
alone since 1992. The United States must
continue to shape and direct world trading
rules that are in America’s interest and that
foster democracy and stability around the
globe.

I have pledged my Administration to this
task, but I cannot fully succeed without the
Congress at my side. We must work in part-
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