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fare rolls in history. The Federal Govern-
ment has 300,000 fewer people working for
it than it did the day I became President.
And we are trying, slowly but surely, to mod-
ernize it.

I saw someone out of your general line
of work was in Washington the other day say-
ing that most people out here operated at
3 times faster than normal business life; most
people in Government operate 3 times slow-
er. Therefore, you’re nine to one ahead of
us. [Laughter] I don’t know who said that,
but I think the math is right and the charac-
terization is roughly accurate. But I’m trying
to change that.

So tonight, as I think about the future of
all those young people who started college
yesterday, I think America is very well poised
for the future. But I think things are chang-
ing so rapidly we have to recognize that a
lot of our systems still don’t work as well as
they should, especially the education system.
And more importantly, I think we should be
focusing on what we need to make work for
the future. How can we now provide the kind
of institutional and environmental framework
to guarantee that America will work well 20,
30, 40 years from now, to give America a
chance to succeed, to give these dreams that
our children have a chance to prevail?

The one huge issue we have to face is how
to continue to grow the economy while im-
proving dramatically our capacity to preserve
the environment. I’m convinced the climate
change challenge is real, and yet there are
no simple, easy answers about how to transi-
tion our economy from where it is now to
where it needs to go.

Another problem we haven’t resolved is
how can people reconcile work and family.
More and more people are working and rais-
ing children, and we need them to succeed
at both—desperately, we need people to suc-
ceed at both. And that means we have to
have new arrangements. And then there’s all
the technology questions that you’re more fa-
miliar with than I am.

We have succeeded, I think dramatically,
in reducing the nuclear threat. And we’re
going to do more the next 3 years. But our
children will live in a world where terrorism,
organized crime crossing national borders
using high technology, drug trafficking, and

people who have high-tech weapons but very
primitive designs rooted in ethnic, religious,
and racial hatreds, can cause a lot of trouble
to a lot of people who, 10 years ago, would
have never even bought into it. But now, be-
cause the world is so mobile and borders are
so open and porous, we all become more vul-
nerable. So we have to figure out ways to
protect privacy and yet give ourselves the
common capacity to promote public safety.

So what I’d like to talk about tonight over
dinner is, what about all those things in the
future? I’m very glad the country is in better
shape than it was 5 years ago, but we still
have a lot to do to give our children the coun-
try that they deserve and to feel like all of
us have done our job. And anything you can
do to help, I’ll be very grateful for.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:09 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Halsey Minor, chairman and chief exec-
utive officer, The Computer Network (CNET),
and his wife, Deborah; John Doerr, partner,
Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers, and his wife,
Ann; and Sanford R. Robertson, chairman, Rob-
ertson, Stephens & Co., and his wife, Jeanne.
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By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The American economy today is the envy

of the world. Since the beginning of my Ad-
ministration, our economy has created nearly
13 million new jobs, unemployment has de-
clined to 4.9 percent, and America has once
again become the world’s leading exporter.

Minority entrepreneurs have played a vital
role in this success story. With their faith in
our free enterprise system, their determina-
tion to overcome any barriers to success,
their willingness to work long and hard and
to make the most of every opportunity, they
epitomize the American can-do spirit. they
create jobs in communities where jobs are
most needed, and they set a powerful exam-
ple of achievement for young people seeking
to make the most of their lives.
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In the years ahead, these minority business
men and business women will become in-
creasingly important to our Nation’s com-
petitive edge in the global economy, which
will offer great rewards to those who truly
understand life beyond our borders. Because
of their racial, linguistic, and cultural diver-
sity, minority entrepreneurs are uniquely po-
sitioned to meet the needs of this dynamic
international marketplace.

Recognizing the contributions that minor-
ity enterprises make to the social and eco-
nomic fabric of our Nation, we must continue
to remove any barriers that prevent talented
men and women of every racial and ethnic
background from participating fully in Amer-
ica’s economic mainstream. Working in part-
nership, government and private industry
must ensure that minority-owned firms have
equal access to capital, technical assistance,
new markets, and opportunities for growth.
We must attract new entrepreneurs to the
marketplace and encourage existing firms to
expand. By doing so, we can ensure that
America’s promise will continue to shine
brightly for all our people.

As we observe Minority Enterprise Devel-
opment Week, let us honor the energy, de-
termination, and optimism of our Nation’s
minority entrepreneurs, whose hard work has
done so much to help keep America strong,
prosperous, and full of hope for the future.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 21
through September 27, 1997, as Minority
Enterprise Development Week. I call on all
Americans to commemorate this event with
appropriate ceremonies and activities in ac-
knowledgment of the many contributions
that minority entrepreneurs bring to our na-
tional life.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-seven, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:59 a.m., September 24, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 22, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 25.

Proclamation 7025—National
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities Week, 1997
September 19, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
We are a few short years away from the

dawn of the 21st century, yet much of the
challenge and change we have been antici-
pating is already upon us. We are competing
today in a truly global economy, an economy
based on information and technology as well
as agriculture and industry. We are living in
the age of the information revolution, the era
of the World Wide Web, of daily advances
in communications technology where a uni-
verse of knowledge is only a keyboard and
a modem away. We are crossing the frontier
into a new world, and our only map and com-
pass in that world will be education.

We must build an educational system that
prepares our young people for the jobs of
the future. We must empower them with the
values, experiences, and self-confidence to
succeed in our diverse society. We must pro-
vide them with the knowledge and motiva-
tion to reach their full human potential—and
we must leave no one behind. In devising
such an educational system, we need only
look to America’s Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUs) for a model of ex-
cellence.

This extraordinary network of institutions,
more than a century old, has created a legacy
of unquestioned accomplishment in fostering
student success. Founded to educate African
Americans in a segregated society, these col-
leges and universities have flourished and
built an enviable record of achievement in
educating America’s black scientists, doctors,
teachers, lawyers, artists, entrepreneurs,
community and religious leaders, and other
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