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to Minnesota where you first learned about
America. For over three decades, you have
given every waking hour to the United Na-
tions. Better than anyone, you know how this
organization works, from its highest office
down to the grassroots.

Most importantly, you have earned your
reputation as a peacemaker. From Africa to
Iraq to Bosnia, your remarkable efforts to
turn people from conflict to cooperation have
saved thousands of lives.

You have seen revolution, war, and starva-
tion, and you have always risen to fight the
suffering they bring. You have witnessed the
collapse of the old colonial empires, the end
of the cold war, the beginning of this new
era of great possibility. I hope future histo-
rians will look back and say this was a time
when the high principles that led to the
founding of the United Nations at last were
realized—not simply by avoiding bloodshed
and war but also by bringing freedom and
opportunity to men and women on every
continent, from every background.

Today, through your strong leadership and
quiet diplomacy, you are serving also as a
different kind of peacemaker, bridging the
gaps between the sometimes unruly mem-
bers of the United Nations—a group that
even on occasion, I must admit, includes the
United States.

We have applauded your efforts to reform
the United Nations, and we have particularly
appreciated your efforts to explain those re-
forms to the American people. Deep down,
our people care deeply about the U.N., and
with you at the helm we are moving ahead
to a new era of partnership.

Finally, let me note that article one of the
charter calls the United Nations a center for
harmonizing.

I would like to ask all of you to join me
in a toast to Kofi Annan, Secretary-General
of the United Nations. May we always act
in concert to achieve the harmony the found-
ers dreamed of, the harmony he has worked
so hard to realize.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the North
Delegates Lounge.

Message on the 50th Anniversary of
the National Security Council
September 22, 1997

To Past and Present Members
of the NSC Staff:

I congratulate you on the 50th anniversary
of the National Security Council.

During the more than forty years of the
Cold War, you guided our country’s leaders
through the brinksmanship of East-West
confrontation. In the almost ten years since
communism’s collapse, the NSC Staff has
helped identify the possibilities and protect
against the perils of our new era.

Indeed, at a time when the world’s increas-
ing interdependence challenges us all to new
patterns of thought and action, the NSC’s
role is more important than ever. Your sound
judgment, advice, and dedication are a key
part of our ability to seize the opportunities
of the 21st century. Because of your work,
our lives are safer, our economy stronger, and
our country more secure. On behalf of a
grateful nation, congratulations and thank
you.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this message.

Memorandum on Contributions to
the International Fund for Ireland
September 22, 1997

Presidential Determination No. 97–33

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination to
Permit U.S. Contributions to the
International Fund for Ireland with Fiscal
Year 1996 and 1997 Funds

Pursuant to section 5(c) of the Anglo-Irish
Agreement Support Act of 1986 (Public Law
99–415), I hereby certify that I am satisfied
that: (1) the Board of the International Fund
for Ireland as established pursuant to the
Anglo-Irish Agreement of November 15,
1985, is, as a whole, broadly representative
of the interests of the communities in Ireland
and Northern Ireland; and (2) disbursements
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from the International Fund for Ireland (a)
will be distributed in accordance with the
principle of equality of opportunity and non-
discrimination in employment, without re-
gard to religious affiliation, and (b) will ad-
dress the needs of both communities in
Northern Ireland.

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this determination, together with the at-
tached statement setting forth a detailed ex-
planation of the basis for this certification,
to the Congress.

This determination shall be effective im-
mediately and shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 23.

Memorandum on Funding for the
African Crisis Response Initiative
September 22, 1997

Presidential Determination No. 97–34

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Transfer of $4 million in FY 1997
Economic Support Funds to the
Peacekeeping Operations Account to
Support the African Crisis Response
Initiative

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 610(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby
determine that it is necessary for the pur-
poses of the Act that $4 million of funds
made available under Chapter 4 of Part II
of the Act for fiscal year 1997 be transferred
to, and consolidated with, funds made avail-
able under Chapter 6 of Part II of the Act.

I hereby authorize the use in fiscal year
1997 of the aforesaid $4 million in funds
made available under Chapter 4 of Part II
of the Act to provide peacekeeping assistance
to support countries participating in the Afri-
can Crisis Response Initiative.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
report this determination immediately to the

Congress and to arrange for its publication
in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 23.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Iraq
September 23, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1) and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC). This report covers the period from
July 9 to the present.

Saddam Hussein remains a threat to his
people and the region, and the United States
remains determined to contain the threat
posed by his regime. Secretary of State
Albright stated on March 26 that the United
States looks forward to the day when Iraq
rejoins the family of nations as a responsible
and law-abiding member but until then, con-
tainment must continue. Secretary Albright
made clear that Saddam’s departure would
make a difference and that, should a change
in Iraq’s government occur, the United
States would stand ready to enter rapidly into
a dialogue with the successor regime.

In terms of military operations, the United
States and its coalition partners continue to
enforce the no-fly zones over northern Iraq
under Operation Northern Watch and over
southern Iraq through Operation Southern
Watch. We have not detected any confirmed,
intentional Iraqi violations of either no-fly
zone during the period of this report. We
have repeatedly made clear to the Govern-
ment of Iraq and to all other relevant parties
that the United States and its partners will
continue to enforce both no-fly zones, and
that we reserve the right to respond appro-
priately and decisively to any Iraqi provo-
cations.

In addition to our air operations, we will
continue to maintain a strong U.S. presence
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