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ple of New Jersey than in the previous 20
years. And if my vision is going to be fulfilled,
we have to have a partnership that really
works to grow the economy, to fight crime,
to preserve the environment, to deal with so-
cial problems, and most importantly, to make
sure that every child in this country has a
chance to live out his or her dreams with
a decent education.

That’s why I showed up here today, be-
cause this young man actually has an idea
of what he will do if he gets elected. He’s
not running for Governor because he wants
to live in that magnificent old house—New
Jersey I think has the oldest and perhaps the
most beautiful old Governor’s mansion in the
country. He actually has an idea of what he
wants to do, and I think it’s the right idea.
And I hope you’ll help him achieve it.

Thank you. Bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 4
p.m. in the chief executive’s office at the Kushner
Companies. In his remarks, he referred to Jim
McGreevey, Democratic gubernatorial candidate;
Charles Kushner, chief executive officer, Kushner
Companies, his wife, Seryl, and his mother, Rae;
Annette Felsen, Seryl Kushner’s grandmother; the
Kushner children Joshua and Nicole; Dara
Freiriech, student council representative, Joseph
Kushner Hebrew Academy; and Miryam
Lichtman, president, student council, Kushner
Yeshiva High School.

Statement on House Ways and
Means Committee Action on Fast-
Track Trading Authority Legislation
October 8, 1997

I am pleased that the House Ways and
Means Committee has reported out legisla-
tion with bipartisan support that restores the
traditional trading authority every President
has had since 1974.

To keep our economy strong, we must
continue to break down unfair foreign trade
barriers to American products and services.
This legislation, now passed by the commit-
tees of jurisdiction in both the Senate and
the House, will allow us to tear down those

barriers and help American businesses and
workers compete and win in the global mar-
ketplace. I look forward to working with
Members on both sides of the aisle to secure
passage of this important legislation this year.

Statement on Action Against
Terrorist Organizations

October 8, 1997

Last year I signed into law the
Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty
Act. It authorizes the Secretary of State, in
consultation with the Secretary of the Treas-
ury and the Attorney General, to designate
an organization that engages in terrorist ac-
tivity a foreign terrorist organization if it
threatens the national security of the United
States. The law prevents any fundraising or
other financial transactions by these groups
in the U.S. Heavy criminal penalties will also
be levied against individuals in the United
States who provide material support or re-
sources to these terrorist organizations. To-
gether, these provisions will help deprive ter-
rorist groups of the resources they need to
finance their acts of destruction.

Today Secretary Albright has designated
30 foreign organizations as terrorist groups.
Now we will work to uncover those who raise
money for them in America and encourage
our friends and allies to do the same within
their own borders.

The Secretary’s designations are part of
our ongoing fight against those who would
undermine freedom and prosperity by vio-
lent acts. Just as we must reward and encour-
age the builders of peace and democracy, we
must give no quarter to the enemies of these
aspirations. Today’s action sends a clear mes-
sage: The path to change is through dialog
and open deliberation, not violence and ha-
tred. The United States is committed to fight
against those who speak the language of ter-
ror.
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Memorandum on the Switzerland-
United States Agreement on the
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy
October 8, 1997

Presidential Determination No. 98–1

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Energy
Subject: Presidential Determination on the
Proposed Agreement for Cooperation
Between the Government of the United
States of America and the Swiss Federal
Council Concerning Peaceful Uses of
Nuclear Energy

I have considered the proposed Agree-
ment for Cooperation Between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and
the Swiss Federal Council Concerning
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, along with
the views, recommendations, and statements
of the interested agencies.

I have determined that the performance
of the agreement will promote, and will not
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the com-
mon defense and security. Pursuant to sec-
tion 123 b. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b)), I hereby
approve the proposed agreement and author-
ize you to arrange for its execution.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to publish this determination in the
Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Statement on Signing the
Department of Defense
Appropriations Act, 1998
October 8, 1997

I have today signed into law H.R. 2266,
the Department of Defense Appropriations
Act, 1998.

This bill provides for a strong national de-
fense, maintains high military readiness,
funds investment programs necessary to
modernize the equipment that our combat
forces use, and supports our commitments
to a better quality of life for our service per-
sonnel and their families. By providing the

necessary support for our armed forces, this
bill ensures continuing American global lead-
ership.

As President, I have a solemn obligation
to provide for the defense of our country.
My Administration has designed a coherent
strategy to provide the necessary military
forces to deter and prevail over the threats
we may face.

I remain deeply concerned, however, that
the funding provided in this bill is excessive.
The bill provides $4.2 billion more than I
requested in my 1998 budget, and $1.2 bil-
lion more than the levels that my Administra-
tion believes was agreed to in the Bipartisan
Budget Agreement.

Further, section 8080 of the Act contains
certain reporting requirements that could
materially interfere with or impede this
country’s ability to provide necessary support
to another nation or international organiza-
tion in connection with peacekeeping or hu-
manitarian assistance activities other-wise au-
thorized by law. I will interpret this provision
consistent with my constitutional authority to
conduct the foreign relations of the United
States and my responsibilities as Commander
in Chief.

My Administration is continuing discus-
sions with the Congress on the remaining
1998 spending bills in order to protect im-
portant priorities in education and training,
the environment, science and technology,
law enforcement, and international affairs.
Over the past several days, we have made
progress in good-faith discussions with the
leadership of the House and the Senate Ap-
propriations Committees to close the gap be-
tween us. It is critical that these discussions
continue with the goal of reaching a satisfac-
tory conclusion as rapidly as possible.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 8, 1997.

NOTE: H.R. 2266, approved October 8, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–56.
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