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ices, and provided the same material to the
U.S. Embassy in Bogota for distribution to
U.S. companies operating in Colombia.

6. As of August 15, 1997, OFAC had issued
nine specific licenses pursuant to Executive
Order 12978. These licenses were issued in
accordance with established Treasury policy
authorizing the completion of presanctions
transactions and the provision of legal serv-
ices to and payment of fees for representa-
tion of SDNTs in proceedings within the
United States arising from the imposition of
sanctions.

7. The expenses incurred by the Federal
Government in the 6-month period from
April 21 through October 20, 1997, that are
directly attributable to the exercise of powers
and authorities conferred by the declaration
of the national emergency with respect to
Significant Narcotics Traffickers are esti-
mated at approximately $800,000. Personnel
costs were largely centered in the Depart-
ment of the Treasury (particularly in the Of-
fice of Foreign Assets Control, the Office of
the General Counsel, and the U.S. Customs
Service), the Department of Justice, and the
Department of State. These data do not re-
flect certain costs of operations by the intel-
ligence and law enforcement communities.

8. Executive Order 12978 provides this
Administration with a tool for combatting the
actions of significant foreign narcotics traf-
fickers centered in Colombia, and the unpar-
alleled violence, corruption, and harm that
they cause in the United States and abroad.
The Order is designed to deny these traffick-
ers the benefit of any assets subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States and to pre-
vent United States persons from engaging in
any commercial dealings with them, their
front companies, and their agents. Executive
Order 12978 demonstrates the U.S. commit-
ment to end the scourge that such traffickers
have wrought upon society in the United
States and abroad.

The magnitude and the dimension of the
problem in Colombia—perhaps the most piv-
otal country of all in terms of the world’s
cocaine trade—is extremely grave. I shall
continue to exercise the powers at my dis-
posal to apply economic sanctions against sig-
nificant foreign narcotics traffickers and their
violent and corrupting activities as long as

these measures are appropriate, and will con-
tinue to report periodically to the Congress
on significant developments pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1703(c).

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Proclamation 7041—International
Rural Women’s Day, 1997
October 15, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our world has been continually uplifted

and renewed by the contributions of women.
Women of courage and conscience, women
of strength and compassion, women of vision
and talent have enriched every aspect of
international society. In our own Nation, the
names of such extraordinary individuals as
Harriet Tubman, Susan B. Anthony, Jane Ad-
dams, Rosa Parks, Dolores Huerta, and so
many more, are etched on our history and
in our hearts. But there are millions of other
women who live and work among us whose
names will never be known, but whose efforts
and energy contribute profoundly to the
quality of our lives. Rural women are num-
bered among these many quiet heroes.

Today rural women comprise more than
one-quarter of the world’s population, and
they form the basis of much of the world’s
agricultural economy. In the United States,
working on farms and ranches, they play a
vital part in ensuring a healthy, safe, and
abundant supply of food and fiber for our
people. In developing countries, as small
farmers, laborers, and entrepreneurs, rural
women help produce most of the food, create
many of the jobs, and manage most of their
countries’ natural resources. While millions
of rural women worldwide live below the
poverty level, struggling to survive with
scarce resources and little training and edu-
cation, they still manage to feed their families
and contribute to their communities.
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When the international community came
together in Beijing in 1995 for the Fourth
United Nations World Conference on
Women, rural women made their voices
heard by world leaders, and their hard work
and sacrifice were at last recognized by peo-
ple across the globe. Next year, when the
United States hosts the Second World Con-
ference on Women in Agriculture, we will
continue to focus on the status of rural
women and their contributions to our world.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 15, 1997,
as International Rural Women’s Day in the
United States. I call upon the American peo-
ple to observe this day with appropriate pro-
grams and activities in recognition of the ex-
traordinary contributions rural women make
to the quality of our lives, both in America
and around the world.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:12 a.m., October 16, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 17.

Remarks at a Wreath-Laying
Ceremony in Buenos Aires,
Argentina
October 16, 1997

Mr. President, Mr. Mayor, distinguished
members of the Argentine Government, to
the people of Argentina. It is a great honor
for me, distinguished members of our Cabi-
net and the United States Congress, to stand
on behalf of the American people before the
tomb of a true hero of the Americas, General
Jose Francisco de San Martin.

I thank you, Mr. President, and all the peo-
ple here for the warm welcome we have re-
ceived. Mr. Mayor, I thank you for the key

to the city. And I thank our friends in the
press corps for showing me how to hold the
key to the city. [Laughter]

Before the monument to San Martin, it
is well to remember that as we enter a new
era and a new century, all our nations have
become so far, began with courageous vision-
aries, who dared to dream of independence
at the dawn of our national histories. General
San Martin often has been compared to
George Washington, our first President and
the commander of our forces in the Revolu-
tionary War. Each man rose to the defense
of his native land, though the risks were great
and the odds of success were long. Both in-
spired confidence with their simple manners,
modesty, and quiet but unbending deter-
mination. Both fought for liberty, not con-
quest. And after their victories breathed life
into our fragile new nations, they refused the
temptation of despotic rule, preferring in-
stead to embrace the role of citizen.

In 1819 a United States diplomat wrote
to his superior of San Martin, ‘‘I think him
the greatest man I have seen in South Amer-
ica.’’ General San Martin was a proud Argen-
tinean but also a citizen of the world, who
gladly lent his aid to other nations, seeking
their freedom as well, and thus he became
liberator and captain general of the Republic
of Chile, generalissimo of the Republic of
Peru. Even when he retired to France, the
Belgians sought his leadership in their quest
for independence.

Today, at long last, the democracies of the
Americas are living up to the legacy of San
Martin. They respect each other’s independ-
ence, stand ready to help each other and
other countries beyond the hemisphere to
prevent war, preserve peace, and prosper. In
these endeavors, Argentina stands out. As
guarantor of the Rio protocol, you are joining
Chile, Brazil, and the United States in help-
ing Ecuador and Peru pursue lasting peace.
Your sons and daughters in the Argentine
armed forces take on some of the most de-
manding missions of good will, helping war-
torn lands around the world turn from con-
flict to cooperation. As close to home as Gua-
temala and Haiti, as far away as Bosnia, Cy-
prus, and Mozambique, Argentina has an-
swered the call to peace. Some of your peace-
keepers are with us here today. The United
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