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noise, and assist U.S. industry to be more
competitive in the world market. Air traffic
control activities focused on various automa-
tion systems to increase flight safety and en-
hance the efficient use of air space.

Close international cooperation with Rus-
sia occurred in the Shuttle-Mir docking mis-
sions and with Canada, Europe, Japan, and
Russia in the International Space Station pro-
gram. The United States also entered into
new cooperative agreements with Japan and
new partners in South America and Asia.

In conclusion, FY 1996 was a very active
and successful year for U.S. aeronautics and
space programs. Efforts in these areas have
contributed significantly to the Nation’s sci-
entific and technical knowledge, inter-
national cooperation, environmental health,
and economic competitiveness.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 29, 1997.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring
President Jiang
October 29, 1997

Good evening. President Jiang, Mrs.
Wang, members of the Chinese delegation,
Ambassador and Mrs. Sasser, distinguished
guests, friends all, Hillary and I welcome you
to America’s house.

Mr. President, in your lifetime you have
witnessed the sweep of a remarkable century,
both in China and abroad. And in your dif-
ferent occupations, you have lived a rich sam-
pling of the human enterprise. While you
lead China toward the future, we know you
also are a student of the past, with an interest
in our history, from Thomas Jefferson to
Mark Twain. Not many heads of state can
recite the Gettysbury Address, Mr. Lincoln’s
powerful hymn to the sanctity of our Union
and our guarantee of freedom.

China has played an important role in our
history. In 1784, shortly after America’s inde-
pendence, the first American merchant ship
landed in China. The Chinese officials knew
we were not European, so they simply called
us the ‘‘new people.’’ And though we were
unfamiliar, the Chinese allowed us to trade
freely with them. So one of the oldest soci-

eties on Earth, China, extended the hand of
friendship to the world’s youngest nation.

The two centuries since then are a tiny
fraction of recorded Chinese history. Long
before the United States was even born,
China was a stronghold of creativity, knowl-
edge, and wealth. From the printing China
invented to the poetry it produced, from
medicine and mathematics to the magnetic
compass and humanistic philosophies, many
of China’s earliest gifts still enrich our lives
today.

Now, the Chinese people are dramatically
building on this legacy. Economic reform
over the past 20 years has transformed Chi-
na’s landscape and its people’s daily lives, lift-
ing millions from poverty, giving more peo-
ple education, shelter, choice of work, and
a chance to provide for their children, bring-
ing the Chinese people closer to the rest of
the world and into a greater leadership role
in the community of nations.

Now, on the verge of the new century,
both our nations seek to continue this
progress, to contribute to China’s growing
prosperity, to encourage its democratic de-
velopment, to support its emergence as a re-
sponsible global power and partner.

Surely a new world is dawning on the other
side of the millennium. From Shanghai to
San Francisco, a community is emerging that
can become ‘‘Pacific’’ in every sense of the
word. Communication and commerce cross
even the world’s widest ocean in only a mat-
ter of seconds, making all of us neighbors.

Let us make the most of these new reali-
ties. Our commercial and cultural relation-
ship is strong and growing stronger. Our peo-
ple travel back and fourth, teaching and
learning from each other. Mr. President, we
Americans are proud that your son received
a part of his education at one of our univer-
sities, and we want more of our young people
to study in China. We want to work even
more closely to promote peace, to fight drugs
and organized crime, to build prosperity, to
protect our environment for future genera-
tions.

We must press ahead on these fronts and
more. I hope some day, Mr. President, the
children of both our nations will say of us
that our decision gave new meaning in our
time to President Lincoln’s call for a new
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birth of freedom. The United States has ben-
efited already beyond measure from the con-
tributions of Chinese-Americans, whose
unique culture and values of family, edu-
cation, and hard work have strengthened the
fabric of our society. Already, China has en-
riched America’s history. Now, Mr. Presi-
dent, let us work together with confidence
to enhance our common destiny.

The ancient text, the ‘‘I Ching,’’ in English
is called ‘‘The Book of Changes.’’ It tells us
leaders plan in the beginning when they do
things; leaders consider problems and pre-
vent them. With this summit we have consid-
ered problems, taken steps to prevent some
of them, and we have begun to plan together
for a future not of problems but of progress
for America, for China, for the world.

It is in that spirit that I ask you to join
me in a toast to the people and the President
of the People’s Republic of China.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 p.m. in the East
Room at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to James M. Sasser, U.S. Ambassador to
China, and his wife, Mary.

Remarks on Unveiling the Starbright
World On-Line Computer Network
October 30, 1997

The President. Now, as you can hear, I’m
a little hoarse, but I do want to say that was
brilliant. [Laughter] If you can shift the heat
like that, you should go to Congress. I want
to thank Ricky and Mikey and Lauren and
Vanessa, thank my good friend Steven
Spielberg. Thank you, General Schwarzkopf,
for your outstanding leadership. You’ve got
a very important battle here on your hands,
and I’m sure you’re going to win it.

I’d also like to thank Congressman Lou
Stokes and Congresswoman Pat Danner for
being here. I thought I’d take and make a
little fun of the Congress so they’ll go back
and tell it, and I’ll be in trouble again this
afternoon. [Laughter] I’d like to thank Ned
Zechman and all the people from the Chil-
dren’s National Medical Center here.

As you can hear, I’m a little hoarse. The
Chinese state visit and the change in the
weather have taken a little of my voice away,
so I’ve asked the Vice President to come with

me and give the speech. And I’m going to
introduce him in a minute, but let me just
say I cannot tell you how important I think
what Starbright is doing is. General
Schwarzkopf and Steven Spielberg have al-
ready talked about it.

What we’re trying to do in the Govern-
ment is to hook up every classroom and li-
brary to the Internet by year 2000. But we
also want to make sure all the children’s hos-
pitals are there. These children deserve
them. And we need for them to be a part
of this emerging network of learning and
playing and growing. And as the General
said, it looks like it’s a healthy thing to do
as well. So we’re glad to be here. Mostly
we’re here just to say thank you to the foun-
dation, to all of you, and to say we want to
do our part.

I think it’s appropriate that the Vice Presi-
dent is here to speak instead of me because
he was talking about the information super-
highway before I had even gotten an electric
typewriter.

The Vice President.

[At this point, Vice President Al Gore made
brief remarks. The President then took ques-
tions from children using the network.]

Q. We would like to ask you some ques-
tions. [Laughter]

The President. Okay.
Q. What kind of food do you like to eat?
The President. What kind of food?
Q. Yes.
The President. I like fruit. [Laughter] I

like granola. [Laughter] I like chicken—
[laughter]—and I like all kinds of vegetables.
And it would be easier for me to tell you
what kind of food I don’t like to eat. [Laugh-
ter] It would be a shorter list. [Laughter]
Peaches are my favorite thing.

Q. Mr. President, as you were younger,
were your dreams ever to be a President, al-
ways?

The President. No, not always. First I
wanted to be a musician, then I wanted to
be a doctor, then I actually wanted to be a
journalist once. [Laughter] But I was always
interested in politics when I was younger,
and I thought I might like to go into it. And
I was very fortunate, so I got to be President.
But I thought about it, but it wasn’t like my
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