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destruction. So he can have whatever motive
he wants.

We have tried to work with the United
Nations to deal with the humanitarian con-
cerns of the Iraqi people. We are very con-
cerned about those. But we can’t permit a
man with his record, the regime with their
policies, to get into the weapons of mass de-
struction business if we can stop it. And that
is what the inspection regime is designed to
do, and there is a lot of evidence, you know,
that it has been quite successful. So all I
know is that whatever his motives are, I just
want to start the inspections again.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:32 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Proclamation 7049—National Day of
Concern About Young People and
Gun Violence, 1997
November 6, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On this day in America, as on every other

day, children will die by gunfire, and many
of them will be killed because other children
are pulling the trigger. This is a stark and
sad reality and a call to each of us, not only
to raise public awareness of a national trag-
edy, but also to do everything within our
power to end the killing.

There is some encouraging news. The De-
partment of Justice recently reported that
violent crime among youths dropped by
more than 9 percent in 1996. However, we
still have a long way to go in our efforts to
save lives and help ensure a brighter future
for our children.

One of my Administration’s highest law
enforcement priorities is to protect our chil-
dren from violent crime, and we are espe-
cially concerned with stopping crimes com-
mitted by young people. I am pleased that
eight of the Nation’s largest gun manufactur-
ers have responded to my Administration’s
call to provide child safety lock devices with
every handgun they sell. We proposed a $60
million increase for the Safe and Drug-Free

Schools Program this year, which reaches al-
most all of our Nation’s school districts.
These funds will help communities protect
students from violence. My Administration
also proposed funding for after-school initia-
tives in communities across the country to
give our young people something positive to
say yes to, to keep them off the streets, and
to keep them out of trouble. Through our
Anti-Gang and Youth Violence Strategy, we
are working to provide for more prosecutors
and probation officers, tougher penalties, and
better gang prevention efforts.

But government alone cannot guarantee
our children will grow up free from violence
and fear. Parents, teachers, religious and
community leaders, businesses, youth organi-
zations, and especially young people them-
selves have a vital part to play. Parents and
other adults must set a good example for the
children in their care and teach them right
from wrong. Adults who own a gun have a
responsibility to keep that weapon out of the
hands of our youth. Communities must unite
to keep schools safe and to provide young
people with positive, fulfilling activities after
school and during summers and holidays.
Most important, young people themselves
have a duty to learn that violence solves noth-
ing; to act responsibly when confronted by
peer pressure by relying on their good judg-
ment, and to encourage their friends and
classmates to resolve conflicts peacefully.

I am heartened by the knowledge that
hundreds of thousands of young Americans
across the country will have an opportunity
on this National Day of Concern to sign the
Student Pledge Against Gun Violence. By
making this earnest promise never to take
a gun to school, never to use a gun to settle
a dispute, and to use their influence to keep
their friends from using guns, these young
people will take a giant step toward a bright-
er, safer future.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 6,
1997, as a National Day of Concern About
Young People and Gun Violence. On this
day, I call upon young Americans in class-
rooms and communities across the country
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to make a solemn decision about their future
by signing the Student Pledge Against Gun
Violence. I further urge all Americans to help
our Nation’s young people avoid violence and
grow up to be healthy, happy, productive
adults.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of November, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 10, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on November 12.

Remarks on Fast-Track Trade
Legislation and an Exchange With
Reporters
November 7, 1997

The President. Good morning. Today we
received more good news for America’s
workers and their families: real wages con-
tinue to rise, the American economy added
another 280,000 jobs in October alone, and
unemployment dropped to 4.7 percent. The
American economy has now added 131⁄2 mil-
lion new jobs since 1993, while inflation has
remained low and stable. All this proves fur-
ther evidence that our economy is the strong-
est it has been in a generation.

This also shows we have to move forward
with the strategy that is working, the strategy
of balancing the budget, investing in our peo-
ple, and expanding American exports. That
has brought us to this place of prosperity.

The choice before Congress is clear. I
think it is imperative that we understand that
a key reason more people are working and
that wages are rising and that unemployment
is down to the lowest level in more than two
decades is that we have opened new markets
and won new customers for American goods
and services.

The vote by the House of Representatives
on fast track will determine whether we con-
tinue to move ahead confidently with the
strategy that has brought us 131⁄2 million new

jobs and the lowest unemployment rate in
nearly 25 years.

Every time there is a trade agreement, we
hear dire predictions of the consequences for
American workers. The opponents of fast
track would have you believe that if we
hadn’t done these trade agreements in the
last 5 years, we’d still have all the good new
jobs we have, and we wouldn’t have lost any
jobs. That is simply not true. We wouldn’t
have nearly as many of these good new jobs,
and most of our job losses are due to changes
in technology and consumer buying choices.

Today, with 4.7 percent unemployment,
we see that America’s trade policy creates
good new jobs; it does not lose them. It
boosts incomes rather than undercutting
them. It would be a folly to turn back now.

The right answer is to give us the authority
to breakdown more trade barriers and to do
more, more quickly, to help those who are
displaced by economic changes, and to do
more to raise labor and environmental stand-
ards in other nations. That is our policy.

If America is restricted in its ability to
make trade agreements, then our national in-
terest in creating good jobs, protecting the
environment, advancing worker rights will be
restricted as well. We must not give other
nations a boost in the global economic com-
petition so vital to our own economic
strength. The question is not whether we are
going to have a system of world trade but
whether we have one that works for America,
whether we have a level playing field or one
tilted against us.

Let me just give you one example. Now
that Canada has negotiated a trade agree-
ment with Chile, every major economy in the
hemisphere has duty-free access to Chile’s
markets, but one, the United States. And just
yesterday, Canada signed a comprehensive
agreement with Argentina, Brazil, and other
nations ahead of the United States. That’s
a strategy of ‘‘America last.’’ It is unaccept-
able.

Again, I say the choice before Congress
is clear: We can rise to the challenge of the
future, write the trade rules on our terms,
spur further economic growth and more jobs,
or we can turn our back on the world and
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