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American Development Bank (NADBank) to
address the need for new wastewater treat-
ment facilities in Tijuana and Ciudad Juarez.

On climate change, we agreed that devel-
oped countries like the United States must
lead by reducing emissions and developing
countries like Mexico should be willing to
participate in an appropriate global regime.
We affirmed our support for joint implemen-
tation as a means for using market mecha-
nisms to promote private sector initiatives
and investments in clean energy, energy effi-
ciency and reforestation. Countries should
take on responsibilities under the climate
treaty that are appropriate to their level of
development and fully consistent with sus-
tainable economic growth and development.
We reaffirmed our support for the Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change and the
principle of common but differentiated re-
sponsibility. We have instructed our rep-
resentatives to consult closely on this issue
as we approach the Kyoto conference.

On hemispheric and multilateral issues, we
highlighted the importance of education in
the agenda of the Summit of the Americas.
We welcomed our negotiators’ success in
achieving a hemispheric firearms trafficking
convention and pledged to support its early
ratification. We expressed our support for re-
straint and transparency in arms transfers.
We also agreed to work together to promote
hemispheric cooperation in law enforcement
and anti-corruption efforts.

We discussed the importance of new mul-
tilateral initiatives in counternarcotics includ-
ing multilateral assessment of progress
achieved by all hemispheric countries toward
meeting their respective national goals. We
are convinced that illicit drugs represent a
worldwide problem which requires inter-
national cooperation and that each nation as-
sumes fully its own responsibility. Therefore,
we pledged to work together to ensure the
success of the United Nations’ Special Ses-
sion on Illicit Drugs in June, 1998. We com-
mended the work done by both governments
in the fulfillment of our commitments and
instructed our officials to increase their ef-
forts in the achievement of our common
goals.

We are convinced that two neighbors and
partners, like the United States and Mexico,

can address even the most complex issues
through mutual respect, constructive dialog
and cooperation.

Remarks on the Situation in Iraq
November 14, 1997

Two days ago and again last night, the
United Nations Security Council sent a clear,
unanimous message to Iraq: Stop obstructing
the international weapons inspectors who are
the eyes and ears of the world on your weap-
ons of mass destruction capability.

Instead of complying with the unequivocal
will of the international community, Saddam
chose to expel the weapons inspectors from
Iraq, and in so doing, to defy the United Na-
tions. Saddam has spent the better part of
the last two decades and much of the wealth
of his nation not on providing for the needs
and advancing the hopes of the Iraqi people
but on a program to build an arsenal of the
most terrible weapons of destruction—nu-
clear, chemical, biological—and on the mis-
siles to carry them to faraway places.

The U.N. inspectors have done a remark-
able job of finding and destroying the weap-
ons and the weapons potential he was hiding
and preventing him from building new weap-
ons. These quiet inspectors have destroyed
more weapons of mass destruction potential
over the last 6 years than was destroyed in
the entire Gulf war. Their work is important
to the safety of Saddam’s neighbors and, in-
deed, to people all around the world. It must
be allowed to continue.

Today and in the days ahead, the United
States will work intensively with our allies
and our friends in the region and around the
world to convince Iraq to comply with the
will of the international community as ex-
pressed in the United Nations resolution.

Meanwhile, the U–2 missions over Iraq
must continue. Without inspectors on the
ground, it is more important than ever to
monitor events from the air. And we will
maintain a strong military presence in the
Gulf. To that end, I have ordered today the
aircraft carrier George Washington to the re-
gion as a prudent measure to help assure that
we have the forces we need for any contin-
gency.
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This is a crisis of Saddam’s making. It can
be unmade only when he can no longer
threaten the international community with
weapons of mass destruction.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Statement on Congressional Action
on Immigration Legislation
November 14, 1997

During my trip to Central America in May,
I pledged to address the circumstances of
Central Americans who were treated unfairly
by last year’s immigration bill. The bill’s strict
new rules threatened to uproot hundreds of
thousands of people who came to our shores
fleeing violence and persecution. In July, I
transmitted to the Congress a legislative pro-
posal that offered relief to these people. I
am very pleased that the Congress has now
passed provisions that do just that.

In the 1980’s, a large number of Central
Americans sought refuge in the United States
because of the civil war and human rights
abuses that then plagued that region. As I
noted during my trip, the United States has
a particular obligation to help these people
because they and their families have now es-
tablished deep roots in our communities and
because sending them home in large num-
bers at this time would very likely disrupt
the important progress these countries have
made towards peace, democracy, and eco-
nomic reform. As a result of these new provi-
sions, these people may now be considered
for permanent status under more generous
rules than were imposed by the recent immi-
gration bill.

Nevertheless, I am concerned about sev-
eral aspects of this legislation. First, I am
troubled by the fact that it treats similarly
situated people differently. The Central
Americans covered by this bill fled similar
violence and persecution; they have estab-
lished similarly strong connections to the
United States; and their home countries are
all fledgling democracies in need of our as-
sistance. The relief made available to these
people should be consistent as well. I believe,

however, that these differences can be mini-
mized in the implementation process.

I am also concerned about the plight of
certain Haitians who are not covered by this
legislation. Before we helped restore democ-
racy to Haiti, many Haitians were also forced
to flee their country because of persecution
and civil strife. They deserve the same treat-
ment that this legislation makes possible for
other groups. We will seek passage of legisla-
tion providing relief to these Haitians early
in the next session of Congress and take ap-
propriate administrative action while we pur-
sue this solution.

Finally, I believe that Congress should not
have continued to permit the application of
new, harsher immigration rules to other per-
sons with pending cases. Changing the rules
in the middle of the game is unfair, unneces-
sary, and contrary to our values. We intend
to revisit this issue at the earliest opportunity.

Statement on Signing the
Department of the Interior and
Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 1998
November 14, 1997

I have signed into law today H.R. 2107,
the ‘‘Department of the Interior and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 1998.’’

This Act provides funding for the Depart-
ment of the Interior, various programs of the
Department of Energy, the Forest Service
(Department of Agriculture), the Indian
Health Service (Department of Health and
Human Services), the National Foundation
on the Arts and Humanities, and several
other agencies. It funds several of my Admin-
istration’s priorities, which were highlighted
in the Bipartisan Budget Agreement (BBA):
priority Federal land acquisitions, National
Park Service (NPS) operations, NPS base
land acquisition, Everglades restoration, and
Tribal Priority Allocations in the Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA).

The National Endowment for the Arts will
continue to provide active and visible support
to important American arts communities and
is funded at $98 million, $1.5 million below
the FY 1997 level. The Act also provides
$111 million for the National Endowment for
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