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Let me remind you, when we got the Unit-
ed Nations resolution passed, we and the oth-
ers who supported it—986—to allow him to
sell oil to get food and medicine for his peo-
ple, even while he was continuing to resist
getting rid of his entire chemical and biologi-
cal weapons arsenal, he delayed the full im-
plementation of that for a year and a half.
He is in no position to point the finger at
anyone else in the world for the suffering
of his own people. And once again today, he
has proved that he is responsible for the suf-
fering of his own people.

The rest of us are more than happy to let
him sell oil in amounts necessary to generate
the cash to alleviate the human suffering of
the people of Iraq. That’s what 986 was all
about. This is not about 986. This is about
some other way that he can manipulate the
feelings of people beyond the borders of
Iraq, even if he has to let innocent children
die to do it, so he can continue to pursue
a weapons of mass destruction program. And
it’s wrong, and the world community should
not let him get away with it.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Bill Lann Lee, nominee for Assist-
ant Attorney General; the late U.S. Ambassador
to Switzerland, M. Larry Lawrence; and President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Statement on the National Economy
December 5, 1997

The November employment report shows
the economy is the strongest it has been in
a generation, with the lowest unemployment
rate in a quarter century, nearly 14 million
new jobs in the last 5 years, and real wages
rising again. Today’s good news—strong job
creation and higher incomes—shows that the
American economy continues to work for
working families. It is clear that our three-
part economic strategy—reducing the deficit,
investing in people, and opening foreign mar-
kets to American goods—is the right strategy
for America.

Most importantly, this economic prosper-
ity is helping all Americans; for example, the
unemployment rate among Hispanics fell to

one of its lowest levels ever recorded. And
over the past year we had more new manu-
facturing jobs than during any other year in
nearly three decades. While the economy is
growing steady and strong, we still have more
to do to keep our Nation on the right track
and ensure that all Americans have the op-
portunity to benefit from this growth.

Proclamation 7058—National Pearl
Harbor Remembrance Day, 1997
December 5, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
December 7, 1941, marked a turning point

in the history of our Nation, a defining mo-
ment that would alter the lives of millions
of Americans and change forever America’s
destiny. On that quiet Sunday morning, the
forces of Imperial Japan attacked the U.S.
naval base at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, killing
or injuring more than 3,000 Americans, crip-
pling our Pacific Fleet, and critically damag-
ing our airpower. In that moment of supreme
crisis, the essential greatness at the core of
the American spirit was revealed. Our re-
sponse was not despair, but determination.
Inspired by the leadership of President
Franklin Roosevelt and buoyed by his faith
that we ultimately would prevail, America
went to war.

Looking back across the years, we rightly
are still awed by what the American people
accomplished during World War II. United
in spirit and purpose after the attack on Pearl
Harbor, millions of men and women joined
the Armed Forces; by war’s end, some 15
million had served. They fought fiercely and
with uncommon courage in battlefields
across the globe. In the Pacific, step by
bloody and painstaking step, they took back
the islands captured by Imperial Japanese
forces in the days after Pearl Harbor. The
names of those battles still resonate through
the years: Coral Sea, Midway, Guadalcanal,
Iwo Jima. On the western front, facing the
daunting power of the Nazi war machine,
Americans and our Allies struggled and died
to liberate Europe, fighting in the stormy
North Atlantic, in the searing heat of North
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