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her brilliance has held our attention, year-
in and year-out. May the supernova of Jessye
Norman shine forever.

As a young man, Edward Villella was a var-
sity baseball player and a welterweight box-
ing champion. He might have made the big
leagues, but his heart led him into a different
world. He was a major league dancer from
the moment he joined the New York City
Ballet. As graceful as he was athletic, he mes-
merized audiences and choreographers alike.
Balanchine and Robbins created dances that
only Villella could dance. The art rose to
meet the man, and the man was always flying.

He dominated the stage with space-swal-
lowing charisma and leaps as effortless as
they were breathtaking. He toured the Soviet
Union at the height of the cold war and be-
came the only American dancer ever to be
‘‘demanded’’ to give an encore. Today he
brings the same energy and creativity to the
shaping of the Miami City Ballet and to
America’s next great dance company. Long
before Michael Jordan, Edward Villella
showed us that man indeed could fly.
[Laughter] Thank you for taking American
dance to new heights.

Lauren Bacall, Bob Dylan, Charlton
Heston, Jessye Norman, Edward Villella: art-
ists and Americans who have made indelible
imprints on the performing arts and our na-
tional character. It is quite a tribute to them
that all of you have come for them tonight.
In them we find the sass, the raw emotion,
the heroic strength, the passionate voice, the
soaring aspirations of our Nation.

America salutes each and every one of you.
Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:40 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to choreographer Jerome Robbins and
NBA basketball player Michael Jordan.

Memorandum on Emigration
Policies of Certain Former Eastern
Bloc States
December 5, 1997

Presidential Determination No. 98–7

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination Under
Subsections 402(a) and 409(a) of the Trade
Act of 1974, as Amended—Emigration
Policies of Albania, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
subsections 402(a) and 409(a) of the Trade
Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2432(a) and 2439(a)
(the ‘‘Act’’)), I determine that Albania,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turk-
menistan, and Uzbekistan are not in violation
of paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of subsection
402(a) of the Act, or paragraph (1), (2), or
(3) of subsection 409(a) of the Act.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this determination in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 8.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Report on
Emigration Policies of Certain
Former Eastern Bloc States
December 5, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby transmit a report concerning emi-

gration laws and policies of Albania, Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
and Uzbekistan as required by subsections
402(b) and 409(b) of title IV of the Trade
Act of 1974, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’). I have
determined that Albania, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan are in full compliance with sub-
sections 402(a) and 409(a) of the Act. As re-
quired by title IV, I will provide the Congress
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