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What did we give to that? First of all, we
gave them 92 percent of the work. It’s a lot
easier to balance the budget and spend more
money if you’re almost home. But secondly,
we said, now is the time to provide health
insurance to the children of working parents
who can’t afford it. And they said, okay, and
we did it. And we said, now is the time to
give parents tax credits, not only for their
children at home but for the cost of college
tuition for all 4 years and graduate school
and for people who lose their own jobs or
are underemployed and have to come back.
So we make a difference. And if you look
at those challenges out there, they matter.

The last point I want to make is this—
I said this before at the other thing, and I
want to say this to you—I have taken a lot
of good-natured ribbing and sometimes out-
right criticism by commentators for being a
notoriously personal President, for being in-
terested in individuals that I know and telling
a lot of stories and seeing politics with a very
human and highly individualized face, even
if I’m just working a crowd. I have vivid
memories of people I have met in crowds
all my life and the stories they’ve told.

But the truth is, a nation is nothing much
more or less than the sum of its stories. There
was a report on one of the television net-
works the other night, a wonderful report
about the State of Tennessee reviving the art
of storytelling. Did any of you see that? They
actually are now having an annual storytelling
contest in Tennessee and bringing in all of
these people out from the hills and these
rural areas and letting people tell their stories
and letting other people listen to them.

Mayor Penelas told me the story of his par-
ents tonight—told me how much it meant
to his mother to come to the Inauguration.
He said that tonight would be her birthday
if she were still with us, talked to me about
his father. I don’t know about you, but I think
he does a better job as mayor every day be-
cause he respects his parents’ roots, his par-
ents’ values, loves them when they’re here
and when they’re gone, and they’re part of
the story of his life.

Every one of you has got a story to tell.
That’s what I try to tell people that work for
me in the White House: Don’t forget, every
person you ever come in contact with has

got a story. It deserves to be respected, and
you can learn something from it. This country
is still around here after 220 years plus be-
cause people got a chance to live their
dreams, and the stories got better generation
after generation. And it will be here 220 years
from now if we do our job to form a more
perfect Union, to pull us closer together, and
to meet the challenges of tomorrow. That is
the job of every generation of Americans, but
it begins by appreciating the absolute integ-
rity of every person’s life and every person’s
right to dream and giving everybody that
chance at the brass ring. That’s why I’m still
a Democrat and why I expect to die one and
why I hope between now and then I can con-
vert a lot of others.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Chris and Irene Korge. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Statement on the Indictment of
Henry G. Cisneros
December 11, 1997

Henry Cisneros has a distinguished career
of truly dedicated public service. As mayor
of San Antonio, as Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development, and as a wise counselor
to me, he always has the interest of ordinary
people at heart. I have greatly valued his
service. This is a matter before the courts,
so it is not appropriate for me to comment
further.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 7
The President had separate telephone con-

versations with Presidents Fidel Ramos of
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