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the Treasury in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State; and (d) the provision by Unit-
ed States persons or from the United States
of engineering and maintenance servicing,
the certification of airworthiness, the pay-
ment of new claims against existing insurance
contracts, or the provision or renewal of in-
surance to any aircraft registered in Angola
not specified by the Secretary of the Treasury
in consultation with the Secretary of State
or to any aircraft that entered Angola through
any location not specified by the Secretary
of the Treasury in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State.

In furtherance of the goals of United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 1127 and
of the foreign policy interests of the United
States, the authorization of exemptions for
flights responding to medical emergencies or
for essential humanitarian and peace process
mediation needs is implicit in this order.

Under the terms of this order, UNITA in-
cludes: (1) the National Union for the Total
Independence of Angola; (2) the Armed
Forces for the Liberation of Angola (FALA);
and (3) any person acting or purporting to
act for or on behalf of the foregoing, includ-
ing the Center for Democracy in Angola
(CEDA).

The United Nations Security Council
acted to impose these additional sanctions in
response to the actions and policies of
UNITA in failing to comply with its obliga-
tions under the Lusaka Peace Protocol and
thereby jeopardizing the return of peace to
Angola. The United Nations Security Council
resolutions demand UNITA’s compliance
with those obligations, including demili-
tarization of all its forces, transformation of
its radio station into a nonpartisan broadcast-
ing facility, and full cooperation in the proc-
ess of normalization of government authority
throughout Angola.

The above measures will immediately
demonstrate to UNITA the seriousness of
our concern over its delays to the peace proc-
ess. It is particularly important for the United
States and the international community to
demonstrate to UNITA the necessity of com-
pleting the peace process in Angola. The
flight restrictions will further limit UNITA’s
capacity to import weapons and military ma-

teriel in violation of United Nations Security
Council Resolution 864 (1993).

When UNITA fully complies with its obli-
gations and completes its transition from
armed movement to unarmed political party,
the United States will support measures lift-
ing these sanctions.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on December 15.

Exchange With Reporters Following
Discussions With Prime Minister
Bertie Ahern of Ireland
December 15, 1997

Northern Ireland Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, do you feel that your

meetings are helping with the peace process,
and do you feel that it will be staying on track
for its timeframe, the way it’s figured now
for a May referendum?

The President. Well, I’m very impressed
by what’s been done and very encouraged.
And I can tell you just two things: One is,
I intend to stay personally involved in this
in however ways I can be helpful. I will do
anything I can. But the second thing is, it’s
time to get down to details now. There’s a
very ambitious timetable. It can be met. I
think the people would like it to be met, the
Irish people. And so the political leaders will
have to get down to the details, and the devil
is always in the details. There are difficult,
difficult decisions that have to be made, but
that’s what people who occupy positions of
leadership are hired to do, and the time to
do it is now. And I will do everything I can
to help. And the Taoiseach and I have had
a great meeting today, and I’m encouraged
by the reports that he’s given.

Q. Is there anything specific, Mr. Presi-
dent, that the Taoiseach asked you to do?

The President. Just that he asked me to
stay involved, and he said that anything I
could do to encourage all the parties to be
part of an evenhanded process—and I be-
lieve George Mitchell is doing his best to be
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evenhanded—was important. And then, of
course, early next year we’ll be getting into
the details, and then I expect we’ll be talking
in a more regular way. By the time he comes
back here for St. Patrick’s Day we’ll all be
up to our ears in it, I would imagine.

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, going to Bosnia, are you

signaling an intention to keep U.S. forces
there beyond deadline?

The President. Well, you know I’m going
to have several opportunities to talk to you
over the next few days, and I’ll have a state-
ment about that soon. I’m proud of what our
people have done there; I’m proud of what
the Irish have done there, all the people who
are involved. And a great deal of progress
has been made, a great deal more work needs
to be done.

The main thing I’m doing is going to
Bosnia to thank the American military per-
sonnel for being there and for spending their
Christmas there and for the sacrifices they’ve
made to bring peace to Bosnia, and to tell
them why it’s important. That’s the main rea-
son I’m going.

Iran
Q. Do you see new flexibility from Iran

in statements made in the past few days?
The President. Well, I was quite encour-

aged by Mr. Khatami’s statement. And it was
welcome, and I will say again I would like
nothing better than to have a dialog with
Iran, as long as we can have an honest discus-
sion of all the relevant issues. We remain
concerned about the sponsorship of terror-
ism, about the violent attacks on the peace
process, about the development—their ac-
quisition of weapons of mass destruction.
And we will continue to be concerned about
those things. But I was quite encouraged by
the President’s statement, and I think that
the American people should be.

Northern Ireland Peace Process
Q. Taoiseach, could I ask your impressions

of your meeting with the President? How did
it go?

Prime Minister Ahern. Well, first of all,
I’m delighted to be here, and I’m very grate-
ful that the President has afforded part of

his horrendous schedule some time for us
to be here. We had an excellent discussion,
where we were able to go back over what
has happened over the last number of
months, and I had an opportunity to brief
the President on all of the moves since the
peace process and the real talks started on
the 24th of September, right up to what’s
happening in Belfast and the castle buildings
today.

The most important thing for us is that
the President has continued to be so involved
and so committed, so personally involved.
The President has at all times helped, during
the summer when things were scrappy and
he afforded me a number of phone calls,
which I greatly appreciated, and of course,
some of his most key people are actively in-
volved in trying to bring us all to a balanced,
comprehensive settlement.

And this morning we had an opportunity
of going through what are the factors of the
talks, the three strands, and how we can see
ourselves working into the springtime to try
to get to a comprehensive settlement. And
that he liked the meeting that I had with
Tony Blair the other day; the President is
in full agreement and is urging me that we
must now get into the detail and that we have
to try to put together the comprehensive set-
tlement that the people will be allowed to
vote on and that is balanced and for all sides.
And that’s precisely what we’ll do. And as
the President has said, by St. Patrick’s Day,
hopefully I can report back some progress
in that area.

President’s New Dog

Q. Mr. President, what news on the
puppy? [Laughter]

The President. He’s here, and we had a
great weekend. More later. [Laughter]

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:45 a.m. at the
Northwest Portico at the White House. In their
remarks, the President and the Prime Minister
referred to George J. Mitchell, Special Assistant
to the President for Northern Ireland; President
Mohammad Khatami of Iran; and Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom.
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Remarks Announcing the
Appointment of Bill Lann Lee as
Acting Assistant Attorney General for
Civil Rights and an Exchange With
Reporters
December 15, 1997

The President. I want to thank the Attor-
ney General for her support. And again, I
want to join the Vice President and the Attor-
ney General in thanking Isabelle Katz Pinzler
for the great job she has done as Acting As-
sistant Attorney General for Civil Rights. I
wish her well as she returns to private life,
to her husband, her son and daughter in New
York City.

Today it is with a great deal of pride that
I name Bill Lann Lee to the post of Acting
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights
and Counselor to the Attorney General for
Civil Rights Enforcement. From this day for-
ward, he will be America’s top civil rights
enforcer, serving at the helm of the Depart-
ment of Justice’s Civil Rights Division.

It is fitting that this announcement comes
on the 206th anniversary of the Bill of Rights,
our charter of freedom and equality. Our
present civil rights laws have helped all of
us move closer to those timeless values. They
protect every person from discrimination, es-
pecially discrimination against women, mi-
norities, Americans with disabilities, and vic-
tims of hate crimes. They ensure that all
Americans have equal opportunities to work,
to learn, to live, to raise their children in
communities where they can thrive and
grow.

I can think of no one whose life story and
impeccable credentials make him more suit-
ed to enforcing these laws than Bill Lann
Lee. Because of his long struggle in this
nominating process, his life story has become
rather well known to millions of Americans.
They know now that he has lived the Amer-
ican dream and that he embodies American
values.

The son of poor Chinese immigrants, who,
like millions of other Americans, came to this
country seeking better futures, and despite
feeling the sting and frustration of discrimi-
nation throughout their lives, they were peo-
ple who never lost faith in America. They
settled in Harlem, built a small business

washing clothes, taught their two sons the
value of hard work and the limitless possibili-
ties of a good education. Bill Lee won a
scholarship to Yale and went on to earn a
law degree from Columbia. His brother be-
came a Baptist minister. I leave it to you to
decide which one got the better end of the
deal. [Laughter]

Above all, the Lees instilled in their sons
a deep and abiding love for country and our
values. It is this love for America, the faith
in the American ideal, that inspired Mr. Lee
to pursue a career in civil rights law. Over
a lifetime he has worked tirelessly to end the
discrimination that keeps us from reaching
our greatest potential as a people.

As a lawyer for the NAACP Legal Defense
Fund, the organization founded by the great
Thurgood Marshall, Mr. Lee has sought to
bring people together, to reconcile opposing
views, to forge consensus, and to find the
common ground we all must stand on. His
commitment to fairness and the dignity of
all Americans won the respect and admira-
tion of clients and opposing lawyers alike.

We need more Americans like Bill Lee in
the highest offices of Government. In the last
session of Congress, he was denied the vote
he deserves on his confirmation because
some Senators disagree with his views on af-
firmative action. But his views on affirmative
action are my views on affirmative action: No
quotas, no discrimination, no position or ben-
efit for any unqualified person; but mend,
don’t end affirmative action, so that all Amer-
icans can have a fair chance at living the
American dream.

My constitutional right and responsibility
as President is to put in office men and
women who will further our policies consist-
ent with our obligations under the Constitu-
tion. Some people want to wait for me to
appoint someone to this position whom I dis-
agree with. But America cannot afford to wait
that long. And it would be a long wait indeed.
[Laughter] The enforcement of our civil
rights laws demands strong leadership now.

In the coming months, I will resubmit Mr.
Lee’s nomination to the Senate. I will be
pressing very hard for a straight up or down
vote, and I am confident that once the Senate
and the American people are given a fair
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