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Remarks Announcing the
Appointment of Bill Lann Lee as
Acting Assistant Attorney General for
Civil Rights and an Exchange With
Reporters
December 15, 1997

The President. I want to thank the Attor-
ney General for her support. And again, I
want to join the Vice President and the Attor-
ney General in thanking Isabelle Katz Pinzler
for the great job she has done as Acting As-
sistant Attorney General for Civil Rights. I
wish her well as she returns to private life,
to her husband, her son and daughter in New
York City.

Today it is with a great deal of pride that
I name Bill Lann Lee to the post of Acting
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights
and Counselor to the Attorney General for
Civil Rights Enforcement. From this day for-
ward, he will be America’s top civil rights
enforcer, serving at the helm of the Depart-
ment of Justice’s Civil Rights Division.

It is fitting that this announcement comes
on the 206th anniversary of the Bill of Rights,
our charter of freedom and equality. Our
present civil rights laws have helped all of
us move closer to those timeless values. They
protect every person from discrimination, es-
pecially discrimination against women, mi-
norities, Americans with disabilities, and vic-
tims of hate crimes. They ensure that all
Americans have equal opportunities to work,
to learn, to live, to raise their children in
communities where they can thrive and
grow.

I can think of no one whose life story and
impeccable credentials make him more suit-
ed to enforcing these laws than Bill Lann
Lee. Because of his long struggle in this
nominating process, his life story has become
rather well known to millions of Americans.
They know now that he has lived the Amer-
ican dream and that he embodies American
values.

The son of poor Chinese immigrants, who,
like millions of other Americans, came to this
country seeking better futures, and despite
feeling the sting and frustration of discrimi-
nation throughout their lives, they were peo-
ple who never lost faith in America. They
settled in Harlem, built a small business

washing clothes, taught their two sons the
value of hard work and the limitless possibili-
ties of a good education. Bill Lee won a
scholarship to Yale and went on to earn a
law degree from Columbia. His brother be-
came a Baptist minister. I leave it to you to
decide which one got the better end of the
deal. [Laughter]

Above all, the Lees instilled in their sons
a deep and abiding love for country and our
values. It is this love for America, the faith
in the American ideal, that inspired Mr. Lee
to pursue a career in civil rights law. Over
a lifetime he has worked tirelessly to end the
discrimination that keeps us from reaching
our greatest potential as a people.

As a lawyer for the NAACP Legal Defense
Fund, the organization founded by the great
Thurgood Marshall, Mr. Lee has sought to
bring people together, to reconcile opposing
views, to forge consensus, and to find the
common ground we all must stand on. His
commitment to fairness and the dignity of
all Americans won the respect and admira-
tion of clients and opposing lawyers alike.

We need more Americans like Bill Lee in
the highest offices of Government. In the last
session of Congress, he was denied the vote
he deserves on his confirmation because
some Senators disagree with his views on af-
firmative action. But his views on affirmative
action are my views on affirmative action: No
quotas, no discrimination, no position or ben-
efit for any unqualified person; but mend,
don’t end affirmative action, so that all Amer-
icans can have a fair chance at living the
American dream.

My constitutional right and responsibility
as President is to put in office men and
women who will further our policies consist-
ent with our obligations under the Constitu-
tion. Some people want to wait for me to
appoint someone to this position whom I dis-
agree with. But America cannot afford to wait
that long. And it would be a long wait indeed.
[Laughter] The enforcement of our civil
rights laws demands strong leadership now.

In the coming months, I will resubmit Mr.
Lee’s nomination to the Senate. I will be
pressing very hard for a straight up or down
vote, and I am confident that once the Senate
and the American people are given a fair
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chance to judge Mr. Lee’s performance, he
will be confirmed.

While he will have the full authority and
support to carry out the duties of the Assist-
ant Attorney General for Civil Rights, I still
look forward to striking the word ‘‘acting’’
from his title. He is a remarkable American,
and I am confident that he will enforce our
civil rights laws with the same professional-
ism, honesty, and integrity he has exhibited
throughout his life and career. He is truly
the best person for this job.

Mr. Lee.

[At this point, Mr. Lee made brief remarks.]

Nature of the Appointment
Q. Mr. President, why did you pick acting

instead of recess?
Q. [Inaudible]—Senator Specter has ap-

pealed to you——
Q. Why did you choose to——
The President. I have two objectives. One

is to get Mr. Lee into the leadership of the
Civil Rights Division as soon as possible. The
other is to maximize the chances that he can
be confirmed in the coming year in the Sen-
ate. I believe this path is the best way to
maximize the chance of achieving both objec-
tives.

Q. Mr. President, do you think that you
minimized the problem of retaliation that the
Republicans threatened by choosing this
path?

The President. Well, I don’t know about
that. I think that retaliation is not only inap-
propriate and unwarranted, it would be
wrong. As far as the pace of confirmation of
judges, I don’t think it’s been adequate to
date anyway. The Senate has a constitutional
responsibility to consider these judges in a
timely fashion, and I want them to do much
better, not worse.

But you know, no President can proceed
in office and do the duty that the Constitu-
tion imposes if you spend your time worrying
about retaliation. I think this is an honorable
decision which gives the Senate a chance to
consider Mr. Lee again, something which I
believe would not have happened if I had
done it in another way. That’s what I want
to do. And I want to work with the Senate
in a positive way, but I can’t be worried about
retaliation. I have to do what I think is right.

Q. The Senate also appealed to you on
constitutional grounds as well, saying that
you shouldn’t do this under Articles I or II.
How do you respond to that? And if Mr. Lee
wants to step up, why did you want to step
into such a political firestorm that was caused
by your nomination?

The President. Well, first of all, I have
been very judicious in the use of recess ap-
pointments. If you look at my record as com-
pared with every President—I’ve gone back
all the way to President Ford, and he was
just here a little less than 21⁄2 years. But I
have been very disciplined in the use of these
appointments. President Reagan and Presi-
dent Bush made far more recess appoint-
ments than I have.

I have done my best to work with the Unit-
ed States Senate in an entirely constitutional
way. But we had to get somebody into the
Civil Rights Division. And I’m not sure any-
body could have been confirmed if the test
is that I have to appoint someone who dis-
agrees with me on affirmative action, which
seemed to be what some of the Senators are
saying. And I just couldn’t imagine getting
anybody more qualified than Bill Lee. So I
decided we needed to go on and do what
I thought was right for the country.

Q. But, sir, why should this not be seen
as an act of defiance against the advise and
consent process in the Senate?

The President. Well, first of all, the Sen-
ate did not decline—they did not reject his
appointment. The Senate never even got a
chance to vote on his appointment. And if
the Senate had rejected his appointment, I
would not—even though I would have bit-
terly disagreed with it, I certainly would not
have named him to this position. I believe
that the Senate, if given a chance to vote on
him, will embrace his appointment. And I
believe after he’s been there a few months,
he’ll have even more votes. So that’s what
I hope will happen and what I believe we
have a chance to have happen now.

Q. Isn’t it like having one hand tied behind
his back to start this job politically as an act-
ing——

The President. No. Absolutely not. He
has the full authority of the office. And you
have seen here, he has the full confidence
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of the Attorney General and the President.
That’s all he needs.

Q. But, Mr. President, you still have those
that are opposing him. And what if the same
thing were to happen that happened this
year? What’s the next step?

The President. He’ll be the Acting Attor-
ney General for Civil Rights, and he’ll be en-
forcing the civil rights laws.

Q. Why do you think politics were at play
in this issue, sir? You and your top aides are
saying that politics were responsible for the
opposition. Why could it not—why do you
not accept it as just an honest disagreement
on issues?

The President. Because I was elected
President, and I didn’t make any secret of
my position on affirmative action. I might say
also, this administration has done a lot to
change the affirmative action laws to elimi-
nate some of the abuses that I thought ex-
isted. But we can never be in a position of
saying that a President shouldn’t have some-
one in office who agrees with him. Now, that
doesn’t mean every—if a President makes an
appointment that’s way outside the main-
stream of established legal thought or some-
body who has a lack of experience or some-
one who has otherwise demonstrated an
unfitness for office, then the Senate may re-
ject that person, who parenthetically may be
agreeing with the President.

But none of those elements were here—
none, not a single one. And that’s why I
thought this was the right thing to do, and
I still feel that way. I feel more strongly than
I did the day I nominated him.

Q. What is the name of your dog? [Laugh-
ter]

Q. When will you submit the nomination
again?

The President. What did you say?
Q. When will you submit the nomination

again?
The President. Oh, I don’t know. Early

next year, in a timely fashion.
Q. Your appointment to Mexico as a Mexi-

can Ambassador was also blocked. Did you
decide with this that enough is enough, and
that you were going to take a stand on this?
Why was there a difference in the decision
to put Lee in there without confirming him?

The President. Because I think under
these circumstances we actually have a
chance to get him confirmed. The Ambas-
sador position to Mexico was entirely dif-
ferent. And normally you don’t appoint a re-
cess—you don’t make a recess appointment,
for example, of an Ambassador unless there
is some understanding that that person will
actually be confirmed when the time comes
for the confirmation. The facts were dif-
ferent.

Q. Is there any difference between the
way an Acting Assistant Attorney General
does his job and a fully nominated and con-
firmed Assistant Attorney General can do his
job? Is there any difference between the
two?

The President. I do not believe there is
any difference at all as long as the Acting
Attorney General—the Acting Assistant At-
torney General has the confidence and sup-
port of the Attorney General and the con-
fidence and support of the President. And
that is the message today. I think he’s in great
shape, and I can’t wait for him to go to work.

President’s New Dog
Q. What’s the answer to the big question

in this country? What’s the name of your
dog? [Laughter]

The President. First of all, let me thank—
I want to thank everybody, all these kids that
came in all over the country. I’ve never got-
ten so many suggestions in my life. And some
of them were quite hilarious, Advise and
Consent. A child yesterday said I should
name the dog Top Secret, so I could run
around the White House saying, ‘‘Top Secret,
Top Secret.’’ [Laughter]

Q. What do you call him now?
The President. Anyway, I got all these

names, and we had a little family conference
last night. We got down to two names, and
we selected one. And I think I’ll announce
it tomorrow at the press conference. [Laugh-
ter]

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to former Gov. William F. Weld of
Massachusetts, withdrawn nominee for Ambas-
sador to Mexico.
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Executive Order 13070—The
Intelligence Oversight Board,
Amendment to Executive Order
12863
December 15, 1997

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, and in order to empha-
size the role of the Intelligence Oversight
Board in providing executive branch over-
sight, it is hereby ordered that Executive
Order 12863 is amended as follows:

Section 1. The text in section 2.1 is de-
leted and the following text is inserted in lieu
thereof: ‘‘The Intelligence Oversight Board
(IOB) is hereby established as a standing
committee of the PFIAB. The IOB shall con-
sist of no more than four members des-
ignated by the President from among the
membership of the PFIAB. The Chairman
of the PFIAB may also serve as the Chairman
or a member of the IOB if so designated
by the President. The IOB shall utilize such
full-time staff and consultants as authorized
by the Chairman of the IOB with the concur-
rence of the Chairman of the PFIAB.’’

Sec. 2. The first sentence in section 2.3
is deleted and the following sentence is in-
serted in lieu thereof: ‘‘The IOB shall report
to the President.’’

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 15, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:29 a.m., December 17, 1997]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 16,
and it was published in the Federal Register on
December 18.

Remarks on Presenting the National
Medals of Science and Technology
December 16, 1997

The President. Thank you very much. Dr.
Gibbons, Secretary Daley. I’m also delighted
that Neal Lane, the Director of the National
Science Foundation, and Dr. Harold
Varmus, the Director of the NIH, are here

with us, as well as the chairman of the House
Science Committee; Congressman Sensen-
brenner, thank you very much for being here.

Today we honor 14 remarkable men and
women for extraordinary individual accom-
plishments, from discovering new ways to
chart the universe to exploring the internal
universe of human nature. We honor them,
however, also for their collective achieve-
ment. By giving these awards we honor the
American passion for discovery that has driv-
en our Nation forward from field to factory
to the far reaches of cyberspace. This spirit
of discovery will lead us into a new century
and a new millennium.

This is a moment of great challenge for
our Nation, a time where we must rise to
master the forces of change and progress as
we move forward to the 21st century. Later
this week I will announce or discuss the new
economy, one of the most powerful forces
of change. This morning I want to talk about
the force of scientific and technological inno-
vation. It is helping to fuel and shape that
new economy, but its impact goes well be-
yond it.

For 5 years in a row, I have increased our
investments in science and technology while
bringing down the deficit, often in the face
of opposition. These investments have surely
paid off in higher paying jobs, better health
care, stronger national security, and im-
proved quality of life for all Americans. They
are essential to our efforts to address global
climate change, a process begun last week
in Kyoto with the strong leadership of the
Vice President. They are critical to America’s
ability to maintain our leadership in cutting-
edge industries that will power the global
economy of the new century.

Half our economic growth in the last half-
century has come from technological innova-
tion and the science that supports it. The in-
formation, communications, and electronics
industries already employ millions of Ameri-
cans in jobs that can pay up to 73 percent
above the national average. Firms that use
advanced technologies are more productive
and profitable than those which do not.

But technological innovation also depends
upon Government support in research and
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