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of the Transitional Administrator of the Unit-
ed Nations Transitional Administration in
Eastern Slovenia (UNTAE). These personnel
are expected to be redeployed when
UNTAES’s mandate expires on January 15,
1998, and a follow-on U.N. civilian police op-
eration continues in the region.

In order to continue the progress we have
seen in the last 6 months and to create condi-
tions for a self-sustaining peace, yesterday I
announced that the United States would in
principal take part in a security prescence
in Bosnia when SFOR withdraws this sum-
mer.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant
to my constitutional authority to conduct
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander in
Chief and Chief Executive, and in accord-
ance with various statutory authorities. I am
providing this report as part of my efforts
to keep the Congress fully informed about
developments in Bosnia and other states in
the region. I will continue to consult closely
with the Congress regarding our efforts to
foster peace and stability in the former Yugo-
slavia.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
December 20, 1997

Good morning. In this season of hope and
special time for our loved ones, I’d like to
share some thoughts on what all Americans
can do to strengthen our families. Specifi-
cally, I want to talk about our efforts to pro-
tect our children from drugs, the most dan-
gerous enemy of childhood. Nothing can
cause more pain and heartbreak in a family
or cause more harm to a child’s future than
the use and abuse of drugs.

We should be very proud that drug use
among all Americans has fallen by one-half
since 1979. But in recent years, teenage drug
use was rising. Today I have some good news.

A second major survey on drug use this
year has confirmed that for the first time
since 1991, our teenagers are beginning to
turn away from drugs. In a report I’m a re-
leasing today, the Department of Health and
Human Services has found that the increas-
ing rates of teen drug use are leveling off
and, in some cases, decreasing. Today’s
eighth graders are less likely to have used
drugs over the past year, and just as impor-
tant, they are more likely to disapprove of
drug use. This change in attitudes represents
a glimmer of hope in our efforts to protect
our children from drugs. But our work is far
from over.

The most effective strategy we have
against drugs begins at home. It’s a fight that
can be won at kitchen tables all across Amer-
ica. This holiday season, as we spend some
hard-earned time with our families, I urge
all parents to sit down with their children,
as Hillary and I have done, and share a sim-
ple and important lesson: Drugs are dan-
gerous; drugs are wrong; and drugs can kill
you.

But Government can also do its part to
help parents keep their children safe from
drugs. Over the past 5 years, our administra-
tion has put in place a comprehensive na-
tional plan to fight drugs at all levels. We’re
putting 100,000 community police on our
streets. We’ve cracked down on meth dealers
and seized their labs. We’ve expanded man-
datory drug testing for parolees and de-
manded that drug offenders get the treat-
ment they need to live productive lives.
We’ve worked with neighboring countries to
prevent drugs from crossing our borders in
the first place and built new community coa-
litions against drugs.

Most importantly, we fought to protect the
safe and drug-free schools program that
helps to keep drugs out of classrooms and
away from children. The historic Balanced
Budget Act I signed this summer also in-
cludes $195 million for a national youth anti-
drug media campaign. Our goal is to make
sure that every time a child turns on the TV,
listens to the radio, or surfs the Internet, he
or she will get the powerful message that
drugs can destroy your life.

But we can’t ever forget that the best drug
enforcement prevention effort still is parents
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teaching their children the difference be-
tween right and wrong when it comes to
drugs. So once again, I call upon our parents
to build on the progress we’re making by
talking frankly to your children about the de-
structive consequences of trying and using
drugs.

As we celebrate the blessings of the year
just past, let’s all work to ensure that every
child can look forward to a safe, healthy, and
hopeful new year.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6 p.m. on
December 19 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December
20.

Remarks to the Community in
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina
December 22, 1997

Thank you very much. Ladies and gentle-
men, I think we should give a round of ap-
plause to Farouk and to Masha. They did
a wonderful job, and I’m very proud of them.
[Applause]

I thank the Sarajevo Philharmonic, Presi-
dent Izetbegovic, President Zubak, members
of the Bosnian Government; to the religious
leaders who are here, the representatives of
civilian and voluntary agencies from around
the world, the members of the American del-
egation; to Senator and Mrs. Dole, Members
of Congress; General Shelton, General Clark,
General Shinseki; to the people of Sarajevo
and the people of Bosnia.

Let me say that all of us from the United
States are very honored to be here, to gather
in the dawn after a long darkness. For us
this is a season of celebration, and we give
thanks that the will for peace has triumphed
over the weapons of war. At the edge of the
21st century, we come here to resolve to
build a new era, free of the 20th century’s
worst moments and full of its most brilliant
possibilities.

What my family and I and our party have
seen in the streets of Sarajevo has been deep-
ly moving to us. Only a little more than 2
years ago, men, women, and children ran the
gauntlet of snipers and shells in a desperate
search for water. Now they walk in security

to work and school. Then, sheets of plastic
covered nearly every window. Now there is
mostly glass, and plastic is rare. Then, people
lived in the rubble of bombed out buildings.
Now they have roofs over their heads, heat,
electricity, and running water. Then, Sara-
jevo was mired in a deep freeze of destruc-
tion. And now, through your labors, it has
begun to thaw and to grow anew in the sun-
light of peace. Then, shops were barren and
cafes were empty. Now, they are filled with
food and alive with conversation.

And my wife and daughter and I just had
some of that conversation and some pretty
good coffee, I might add. [Laughter] We just
came from a coffee shop where we were talk-
ing to a number of young people who work
and study here from all different ethnic back-
grounds, people determined to build a com-
mon future, to let go of the destructive past.
And I went around the table and let every
one of them tell me whatever they wanted
to say. And then I said, ‘‘Now, what is the
most important thing the United States could
do to help you on your way?’’ And in unison
they said, ‘‘Stay for a while longer.’’

Then the time came for us to come here.
And Hillary and Chelsea and I walked out-
side the coffee shop, and there’s a beautiful
church just across the street, and in front of
the church there were three American sol-
diers who happened to come from a unit
from Richmond, Virginia. And we walked
over to shake hands with the soldiers, all en-
listed personnel. And one of them said,
‘‘We’re so happy to be here. These are good
people, and it’s a good thing we’re doing.’’

We in the United States are proud of our
role in Bosnia’s new beginning. Look at the
group who came here today from our Gov-
ernment: the Secretary of State; three four-
star generals; 10 Members of Congress,
prominent Members of Congress from both
political parties; my distinguished opponent
in the last Presidential election, Senator
Dole, and Mrs. Dole. Americans care a lot
about Bosnia; without regard to their party
or their political differences, they care about
the people.

We also have distinguished citizens here
who have worked with nongovernmental or-
ganizations. They are a part of the amazing
international force of human endeavor that
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