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care for our Nation’s children. I was also
pleased that last week a group of Republicans
introduced a promising child care proposal.
I look forward to working with the Congress
on a bipartisan basis to enact child care legis-
lation this year that will help Americans fulfill
their responsibilities as workers, and even
more importantly, as parents.

Statement on the Fifth Anniversary
of the Family and Medical Leave Act
February 5, 1998

On this fifth anniversary of the Family and
Medical Leave Act, I am happy to report that
this law has been good for America’s families
and good for this country’s businesses. Be-
fore I signed this bill into law, the United
States was the only industrialized nation
without a national family and medical leave
policy. Workers shouldn’t have to choose be-
tween their families and their jobs when a
child is born or a parent is sick. This law
keeps many workers from having to make
that choice.

Many American families continue to face
a serious shortage—a shortage of time need-
ed to balance work and family obligations.
Over a year ago I called upon Congress to
expand the Family and Medical Leave Act
to allow 24 additional hours of leave each
year so that parents can participate in chil-
dren’s activities or so that family members
may take children or elderly relatives to med-
ical or dental appointments or for other pro-
fessional services. This law deserves support
and expansion so it can continue to work for
American workers, their families, and their
employers.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report of the
National Endowment for the
Humanities
February 5, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to present to you the 1996

annual report of the National Endowment
for the Humanities (NEH), the Federal
agency charged with fostering scholarship
and enriching the ideas and wisdom born of

the humanities. The agency supports an im-
pressive range of projects encompassing the
worlds of history, literature, philosophy, and
culture. Through these projects, Americans
of all walks of life are able to explore and
share in the uniqueness of our Nation’s
democratic experience.

The activities of the NEH touch tens of
millions of our citizens—from the youngest
students to the most veteran professors, to
men and women who simply strive for a
greater appreciation of our Nation’s past,
present, and future. The NEH has supported
projects as diverse as the widely viewed doc-
umentary, The West, and research as special-
ized as that conducted on the Lakota Tribe.
Small historical societies have received sup-
port, as have some of the Nation’s largest
cultural institutions.

Throughout our history, the humanities
have provided Americans with the knowl-
edge, insights, and perspectives needed to
move ourselves and our civilization forward.
Today, the NEH remains vitally important
to promoting our Nation’s culture. Not only
does its work continue to add immeasurably
to our civic life, it strengthens the democratic
spirit so essential to our country and our
world on the eve of a new century.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 5, 1998.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Extension of the
Poland-United States Fisheries
Agreement and Documentation
February 5, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens

Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith
an Agreement between the Government of
the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Poland extending
the Agreement of August 1, 1985, Concern-
ing Fisheries Off the Coasts of the United
States, with annexes and agreed minutes, as
amended and extended (the 1985 Agree-
ment). The Agreement, which was effected
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