AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

236

maintain fiscal responsibility, save Social Se-
curity first, and prepare for an even brighter
future for our people.

Thank you very much.

NoTe: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on Confirmation of David
Satcher as Surgeon General and
Assistant Secretary for Health
February 10, 1998

I am extremely pleased that the Senate,
with strong bipartisan support, voted to con-
firm Dr. David Satcher as the Nation’s next
Surgeon General and Assistant Secretary for
Health. I commend the Senate for voting to
make Dr. Satcher the leading voice for our
Nation’s public health.

No one is better qualified than Dr. Satcher
to be America’s doctor. He is a mainstream
physician who is an eloquent advocate for the
health of all Americans. As Director of the
Center for Disease Control, David Satcher
has helped lead our fights to improve the
safety of our food, wipe out the scourge of
infectious disease, expand access to vital can-
cer screening, and increase child immuniza-
tion rates to an all time high.

As Surgeon General, Dr. Satcher will con-
tinue to fight to improve health for all Ameri-
cans. He will speak directly to the American
people—qgiving us straight talk and sound ad-
vice. He will engage us in an ongoing con-
versation about physical activity, good nutri-
tion, prevention, and responsible behavior.
He will guide our Nation on the most impor-
tant public health issues of our time, includ-
ing tobacco. This year, Dr. Satcher will be
a leading voice as we work to pass com-
prehensive legislation that will help to free
our children from the grip of tobacco. I look
forward to working with him on this and
other important challenges that lie before us.

I would like to thank the Republican and
the Democratic leadership for shepherding
this nomination through the Senate. I would
also like to add my thanks to Senators Jef-
fords, Frist, Kennedy, Mack, and Hatch for
their strong support for this extremely quali-
fied nominee. | also commend the represent-
atives from physicians, nurses, other health
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professionals, and the public health commu-
nity for their steadfast support of Dr.
Satcher’s nomination. Their combined lead-
ership made a vital contribution toward im-
proving the health of all Americans.

Joint Statement on the United States-
Bulgarian Partnership for a New Era

February 10, 1998

President Clinton and President Petar
Stoyanov met at the White House today to
discuss the strengthening of U.S.-Bulgarian
relations as well as mutual efforts to enhance
cooperation in Southeast Europe and ad-
vance Bulgaria’s integration into the Euro-
pean and transatlantic communities, includ-
ing NATO.

President Clinton noted the historic
changes that have taken place in Bulgaria
over the last year and the key role played
by President Stoyanov. During his tenure,
Stoyanov’'s Bulgaria has aligned itself firmly
with the family of democratic nations, moved
forward with difficult economic reforms,
strengthened its civic institutions, stepped up
its fight against organized crime and en-
hanced cooperation with its neighbors. The
two presidents committed themselves to
building a partnership that reflects a new era
in Bulgarian-American relations.

President Clinton reaffirmed America’s
commitment to NATQO’s “Open Door” policy
and welcomed Bulgaria’s aspiration to NATO
membership. The two Presidents agreed that
Bulgaria’s engagement in the Partnership for
Peace, enhanced dialogue with NATO and
the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council were
key tools to making Bulgaria the strongest
possible candidate for NATO membership.

The United States will continue to support
Bulgaria’s efforts to consolidate its demo-
cratic and free market reforms, including
Bulgaria’s engagement with the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund. The
United States and Bulgaria are committed to
reinforcing implementation of the Dayton
Accords. They also have a common interest
in expanding mutual trade and investment
and encouraging the development of mul-
tiple routes for energy from the Caspian
Basin.
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