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It will help build a Europe that can be inte-
grated, democratic, free, and at peace for the
first time in its history. It can help ensure
that we and our Allies and our partners will
enjoy greater security and freedom in the
century that is about to begin.

I therefore recommend that the Senate
give prompt advice and consent to ratifica-
tion of these historic Protocols.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 11, 1998.

Statement on Secretary of the
Interior Bruce Babbitt
February 11, 1998

I have known Bruce Babbitt for many
years. He is a man of the highest integrity
and a dedicated public servant. I am con-
vinced that when this matter is concluded
he will be vindicated. I look forward to his
continuing service to the American people.

Remarks at the Millennium Lecture
February 11, 1998

The President. Thank you very much,
Professor Bailyn, for that wonderful, wonder-
ful lecture. I thank the First Lady and Ellen
Lovell for conceiving this entire Millennium
series. The others will have a hard act to fol-
low.

I can’t think of a better way to inaugurate
this series of lectures than with one on the
founding of our Republic, also the first White
House cyberspace lecture. We are truly
imagining—honoring the past, not by imagin-
ing the future but through the prism of the
future.

I thank Bernard Bailyn for what he said
and the way he said it and for a lifetime of
work. We received the distilled wisdom to-
night of more than four decades of hard
thinking and work about what it means to
be an American and what America means to
Americans and to the rest of the world.

I was rather amused—he said, ‘‘You know,
when we started we had all these people who
came from a lot of different places, they
moved around a lot, they disagreed a lot, they

were disdainful of Government’’—I thought,
what’s new? [Laughter] But they were also,
as Professor Bailyn said at the end of his re-
marks, at their best moments profoundly
idealistic and always, always appropriately
suspicious of untrammeled power in the
hands of anyone in the Government.

They were very wise about human nature,
our Founders. They understood that there
was light and dark in human nature. They
understood that we are all imperfect, but so-
ciety is, nonetheless, improvable. And in
some ways, I think their most important
charge to us was to always be about the busi-
ness of forming a more perfect Union. As
I said in my State of the Union Address, they
understood it would never be perfect but that
we always had to try to make it more perfect.
And that is what they always tried to do, and
when they left the scene they instructed us
to follow suit. And we’ve been at it ever since.

We have a lot of questions that we have
to face about the new millennium: We’re
more diverse than ever before; can we really
be one America? How do we have a Govern-
ment that is flexible enough and strong
enough to give people the tools they need
to make the most of their own lives and still
avoid the abuses that the Founders under-
stood would always be there when people
were too driven by power, instead of the larg-
er purposes of America? How can we widen
the circle of opportunity to include everyone
in a market system that seems inherently ex-
clusive in some ways?

There are lots of other challenges facing
us, but I think our ability to meet the chal-
lenges of the 21st century rest in no small
measure on our understanding of the con-
stant values and insights with which we
began. By honoring the past, we know there
were forebears there who were always imag-
ining the future. By imagining the future, we
must do so with the hope that all of our suc-
cesses will honor our past, for it is there, in
the depth of our values and the genius of
our system, that we began the long journey
that has brought us to this day and that I
am convinced will take us to better days
ahead.

Thank you again, Professor Bailyn. And
now I’d like to turn the discussion over to
the Director of the White House Millennium
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Council, Ellen Lovell. And we will begin with
the questions.

[At this point, the program continued.]
The President. I’ll just give you a couple

of examples. I agree with you on this. I do
think that we’re very patriotic if patriotism
means loving country and caring about its fu-
ture more than you care about your imme-
diate self-interest. I think we’re still capable
of that. And I could give you two or three
examples.

I think the enormous response we’ve had
to the idea that we have to save the Social
Security system for the 21st century before
we go around spending this first surplus
we’ve had in 30 years on tax cuts or spending
programs is an example of patriotism. I think
the enormous reservoir of interest we’ve had
in this whole issue of climate change and how
we can preserve the environment for 21st
century America is an example of patriotism,
because selfishness is just going ahead and
gobbling up whatever was here before us. I
think all these young people all over America
that are responding to the call to serve in
their communities is an example of patriot-
ism.

So I think—why I am so glad you’re
here—I think that it’s not because we’re not
patriotic, but I think a lot of the basic patri-
otic elements of America—that is, the things
that make us go—we do tend to take for
granted, which is why I think it’s so important
that we take the occasion of entering a new
millennium and a new century to think about
the basic things again, so we’ll be more sen-
sitive to them. Why do we have a Bill of
Rights? Why do we have a Government with
certain powers to unify us as well as certain
limits so that it can’t abuse us? What does
all this mean?

I think that we’ve been around so long
now, and Americans get up every day just
expecting the country to work. And so we
tend to take for granted what’s really best
about our country. And I think that can be
bad. But I do think that the country is fully
capable of patriotic action, if patriotism
means sacrificing today for something greater
tomorrow.

[At this point, the program continued.]

The President. I was just going to say,
following up on that, I think you can look
at basically all the big turning points of Amer-
ican history, all of them, and say that we sur-
vived and sort of went on to a higher level
of achievement because two things hap-
pened: one, we reaffirmed the Union in new
circumstances instead of letting it become
weaker and divided, obviously, in the Civil
War; and secondly, we expanded the mean-
ing of liberty in a new and different time
but in a logical way.

And I think if you go back throughout the
entire history of the country and you look
at every major turning point in history, it was
a triumph for the idea of union and for the
idea of liberty. And I hope that that will al-
ways be the case. But I believe that to be
true.

I also—we had a cyberspace question here
about, should we learn anything from 1900?
It may just be pure accident, but it’s interest-
ing that in 1800, when Thomas Jefferson was
elected, when the century changed, we were
essentially—we began the movement from
being essentially a colonial society to a con-
tinental one. In 1900, when William McKin-
ley was reelected and Theodore Roosevelt
soon thereafter became President when Mr.
McKinley was killed, we began to come to
terms fully with the implications of the indus-
trial revolution on our society. And in 2000,
we will be still about the business of fully
coming to terms for the implication of the
technology and information revolution in our
society.

So I think there—you might be able to
go back and see how people were dealing
with it, what principles were there, whether
they are relevant to today, and it might also
be interesting to see what some of the pre-
dictions were in 1900 that turned out right
and what turned out wrong, as a way of add-
ing a grain of salt to whatever all the rest
of us are going to be saying in 3 years.
[Laughter]

[At this point, the program continued.]

The President. First of all, let me say to
all of those who have followed us in other
sites, thank you for joining us. Technology
really has turned out to be a wonderful thing.
We had 4,000 hits on our web site after the
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State of the Union. So Americans really are
tuning in in positive ways on the Internet.

Professor Bailyn, thank you for reminding
us of the things that are profoundly, essen-
tially American about our Nation, about our
past, and, therefore, critical to our future.

I want to thank Hillary again and Ellen
Lovell for conceiving of this idea and execut-
ing it. I want to welcome you all to leave
Abigail Adams’ washroom here—[laugh-
ter]—and go down to the State Dining Room
where we’ll all be able to visit for a few mo-
ments now, and ask everyone to tune in when
in about 3 weeks we have the next one of
these.

Thank you very much, and good evening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Bernard Bailyn, professor emeritus
of Harvard University, who gave the first lecture
in the Millennium series. This lecture was the first
Internet cybercast originating from the White
House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Annual
Certification of the Nuclear Weapons
Stockpile
February 11, 1998

Dear lllll:
In my September 22, 1997, message to the

Senate transmitting the Comprehensive Nu-
clear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) for advice and
consent to ratification, I announced that I
would provide to the appropriate committees
of Congress the annual certification of the
nuclear weapons stockpile by the Secretaries
of Defense and Energy and accompanying
report. Attached is a copy of that certification
and report.

I am pleased to note the Secretaries’ con-
clusion that the nuclear stockpile has no safe-
ty or reliability concerns that require under-
ground testing at this time. Problems that
have arisen in the stockpile are being ad-
dressed and resolved without underground
nuclear testing to ensure the stockpile re-
mains safe and reliable. In reaching this con-
clusion, the Secretaries obtained the advice
of the Directors of the National Weapons
Laboratories, the Commander in Chief,

United States Strategic Command, and the
Nuclear Weapons Council.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Albert Gore,
Jr., President of the Senate; President pro tem-
pore of the Senate Strom Thurmond, chairman,
and Carl Levin, ranking member, Senate Commit-
tee on Armed Services; Trent Lott, Senate major-
ity leader; Thomas A. Daschle, Senate minority
leader; Newt Gingrich, Speaker of the House of
Representatives; Richard A. Gephardt, House mi-
nority leader; Jesse Helms, chairman, and Joseph
R. Biden, Jr., ranking member, Senate Committee
on Foreign Relations; Benjamin A. Gilman, chair-
man, and Lee Hamilton, ranking member, House
Committee on International Relations; and Floyd
Spence, chairman, and Ike Skelton, ranking mem-
ber, House Committee on National Security. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on February 12.

Remarks to the Joint Democratic
Caucus
February 12, 1998

Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, the
minute I get back to the White House I am
going to sign an Executive order mandating
the widest possible dissemination for free of
whatever it is the Vice President had for
breakfast. [Laughter] Thank you, Mr. Vice
President, for what you said and for all the
work you have done over these last 5-plus
years to help make our country a better
place.

I want to thank Dick Gephardt and Tom
Daschle, the Members of the Senate and the
House who are here, the members of our
team—Mr. Bowles and others. I want to
thank Barbara Turner and Judith Lee and
Kate Casey for reminding us of why we’re
all here.

You know, I—as we have established in
painful and sometimes happy ways over the
last 5 years, I’m not exactly a Washington
person, you know. I just sort of showed up
here a few years ago for work. [Laughter]
And sometimes I really get lonesome for why
I came here. You can go for days, weeks here,
and hardly ever spot a real citizen. [Laughter]
I mean, somebody that’s just out there living,
trying to do the right thing, showing up every
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