
667Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Apr. 17

is widely shared. As President Frei has re-
peatedly said, clearly, for every nation, edu-
cation is the key. More than ever before as
nations and as individuals, our destiny de-
pends upon what we know and how quickly
we can learn. In a world where the volume
of knowledge is doubling every 5 years,
strong schools can give children the skills
they need; it can also encourage their
dreams. It can give people the power to over-
come the inequalities between rich and poor.
It can give nations the opportunity to fulfill
their destiny.

President Frei and I have committed our-
selves to work together and to learn from
each other to improve the quality and the
reach of education in both our nations. All
of us—all of us—should apply our best ef-
forts to that until we have done much better
than we are doing now in every nation of
the Americas.

As we travel into the 21st century, Chile
can continue to rely on the United States as
a friend and an ally. We have a great stake
in your continuing success. You make the
hemisphere safer and more prosperous. You
are a strong partner in meeting our common
challenges in this hemisphere and through-
out the world.

Indeed, we welcome the growing strength
of all nations that believe in freedom and
human dignity and work for a brighter future
for their people, so that the partnership be-
tween our two people, as we will see at the
Summit of the Americas, is really part of a
larger community of values sweeping across
our hemisphere. As we all come together this
weekend, we do so to make democracy work
in ways that our people can feel, to advance
the fight against common threats and for
wider economic opportunity and deeper de-
mocracy. In the words of Neruda, our
dreams become one.

On this very day, a consortium of univer-
sities from Chile, the United States, and
other nations starts work on a powerful new
telescope in northern Chile. Their astrono-
mers will look up to the heavens, gazing deep
into outer space and, therefore, deep into the
past, so that they can learn things which will
help us all to build a brighter future.

We must never forget our past, but we
must use it. We must not use it to open old

wounds or to rest on the laurels of escape
from its worst moments, but instead, to
quicken our imagination of a better tomor-
row and to propel us toward it.

Together, let us resolve that when this
summit is done, the leaders of the United
States and Chile will not rest until we have
shined the light of freedom and lit the spark
of hope in every corner of our nations, in
every part of our hemisphere. That is a wor-
thy mission for the new century in the new
millennium for two peoples who have loved
freedom for a long, long time.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in the
National Congress Building. In his remarks, he
referred to President of the Senate Andres
Zaldivar and President of the Chamber of Depu-
ties Gutenberg Martinez; former President
Patricio Aylwin of Chile; and Gov. Pedro Rossello
of Puerto Rico.

Proclamation 7083—National Organ
and Tissue Donor Awareness Week,
1998
April 17, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On December 1, 1997, 14-year-old Nicole

Hadley was killed when a classmate opened
fire inside her high school in Paducah, Ken-
tucky. When doctors told Gwen and Chuck
Hadley that their daughter had no hope for
recovery, her parents remembered that Ni-
cole believed strongly in organ donation, and
in the midst of their own intense grief, the
Hadleys made the courageous decision to
honor Nicole’s wishes and donate her organs.
This decision helped to save the lives of at
least two people and allowed Nicole’s spirit
of grace and generosity to live on after her
death.

Thousands of families have made the same
selfless decision and have given the gift of
life to someone in need of an organ or tissue
transplantation. Today, approximately 55,000
Americans are on the national organ trans-
plant waiting list, hoping for a second chance.
Yet, every day, 10 people will die because
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organs are not available. These tragic deaths
are unnecessary. Our country has a large
number of people who qualify as organ do-
nors—but many still have not chosen to be-
come donors.

Last year, to help remedy this situation.
Vice President Gore, with the Department
of Health and Human Services, launched the
National Organ and Tissue Donation Initia-
tive to increase awareness of the urgent need
for increased donation. We are working to
ensure that all Americans know that by com-
pleting and carrying a donor card—and by
making their families aware of their decision
to donate—they may give the gift of life to
other Americans or ease their suffering. And
families who have lost their loved ones can
gain solace in knowing that they have been
able to bring life and comfort to others. This
week, I encourage all Americans to honor the
memory of Nicole Hadley—and the thou-
sands of other generous people who have do-
nated their organs—by learning more about
the benefits of becoming an organ and tissue
donor and by filling out a donor card.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 19 through
April 25, 1998, as National Organ and Tissue
Donor Awareness Week. I urge all health
care professionals, educators, the media,
public and private organizations concerned
with organ donation and transplantation, the
clergy, and all Americans to join me in pro-
moting greater awareness and acceptance of
this humanitarian action.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 21, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 22.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

April 13
The President and Mrs. Clinton an-

nounced that the next Millennium Evening
will be a celebration of American creativity
through poetry featuring Poets Laureate
Robert Pinsky, Robert Hass, and Rita Dove
and will take place in the East Room at the
White House on April 22.

April 14
In the morning, the President traveled to

Houston, TX.
In the afternoon, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with King Hussein I of
Jordan concerning the Middle East and
Northern Ireland peace processes and the
President’s trip to Africa.

In the evening, the President met with
Hispanic leaders prior to the ESPN townhall
meeting.

April 15
In the morning, the President traveled to

Pratt City and McDonald Chapel, AL. In the
afternoon, he returned to Washington, DC.

In the evening, the President and Hillary
Clinton traveled to Santiago, Chile, arriving
early the next morning.

April 16
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton met with President Eduardo Frei
and his wife, Marta, at La Moneda Palace.
Later, President Clinton and President Frei
held bilateral meetings.

In the afternoon, President Clinton and
President Frei toured a small business in the
San Miguel neighborhood. Later, the Presi-
dents and the First Ladies participated in a
roundtable discussion with community lead-
ers at San Andreas University.

April 17
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton traveled to Valparaiso, Chile.
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