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The President. Well, let me just make it
clear that Secretary Rubin has done a good
job, I think, managing a difficult situation.
But let’s just look at Asia, for example.
There’s been a lot of talk about whether the
IMF should be active in Asia, what it should
be doing. The United States has had a good
deal of success over the last 5 years by exer-
cising economic leadership to open more
markets to American products and services
on terms that were fair not only to ourselves
but to our trading partners. About a third
of our economic growth has come as a result
of that increase in trade. Just under a third
of our exports are going to Asia. Now, I think,
therefore, it is clear that it is in our long-
term interest for the IMF to be involved in
trying to stabilize those Asian economies and
help them to recover.

In our personal interest—how can we ex-
pect to be the leader of the world and also
to benefit, personally, economically, from a
system that we won’t contribute to, and we
won’t pay our fair share on? I think, virtually,
every American now believes—or at least a
huge majority—when it comes to the United
Nations, that in this interdependent world,
we should share responsibilities. I think peo-
ple liked it when we shared responsibilities
in Haiti, when we shared responsibilities in
Bosnia.

And we’re saying to the world, ‘‘Yes, we
want to continue to lead the world toward
peace and freedom. We understand this is
an important part of our security and our
prosperity, but we’re having a little political
spat in the United States, and we don’t think
we ought to pay our dues to the U.N. We
think that different rules apply to us, and we
have a right not to pay our way, so we can
have this fight over an issue that is unrelated
to our U.N. responsibilities or our IMF re-
sponsibilities.’’

I don’t think that is a responsible, mature
message to send to the world by the leading
country in the world. I think that if we want
to lead, we ought to lead, and we ought to
lead by example by paying our way. That’s
what I believe, and I hope that I’ll be able
to prevail upon Congress to make some
progress in that direction.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Fernando Cardoso of
Brazil.

Memorandum on Ukraine-United
States Cooperation on Peaceful Uses
of Nuclear Energy
April 28, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 98–21

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Energy
Subject: Presidential Determination on the
Proposed Agreement for Cooperation
Between the United States of America and
Ukraine Concerning Peaceful Uses of
Nuclear Energy

I have considered the proposed Agree-
ment for Cooperation Between the United
States of America and Ukraine Concerning
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, along with
the views, recommendations, and statements
of the interested agencies.

I have determined that the performance
of the agreement will promote, and will not
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the com-
mon defense and security. Pursuant to sec-
tion 123 b. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b)), I hereby
approve the proposed agreement and author-
ize you to arrange for its execution.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to publish this determination in the
Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Brazil-United States Treaty on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters and Documentation
April 28, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of the Federative Republic
of Brazil on Mutual Legal Assistance in
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