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the team, must have marked the most magic
moment in your lives, I hope that the future
will be even richer for you. And I think it
can be if you use the fact that you are an
Olympian to have a positive impact on the
lives of young people.

The lessons of setting your sights high,
working hard, being persistent, believing in
yourselves, playing by the rules, supporting
your team, those are lessons that every child
in America needs to learn, lessons that every
child can see in your eyes and in the power
of your example. Some of you earlier today
participated in the Champions in Life pro-
gram. You can reach out, in telling your sto-
ries, working in communities, approaching
future endeavors with this kind of drive and
commitment, and I hope you’ll do that be-
cause you can really have a positive impact
on 21st century America.

In this century, through all its highs and
lows, we have seen throughout the 20th cen-
tury a renaissance in the Olympic games. Ev-
erybody now knows about the remarkable tri-
umph of Jesse Owens in the 1936 Berlin
games, what it said about prejudice and ha-
tred, what it said about the difference be-
tween America and the Nazi regime that
then governed in Germany.

Jesse Owens said this in 1936: ‘‘Only an
Olympian can fully realize the grip the games
have on the youth of the world.’’ It was true
in 1936; it is true today. Then it was true
and people saw a profound good in the midst
of a dark time. This is a sunlit moment of
peace and prosperity. But the Olympic spirit,
the spirit of goodwill, friendship, understand-
ing, and unity across all the lines that divide
us, that can propel us into an even brighter
era of respect and success.

Now I would like to introduce the athlete
that has been chosen by her teammates to
represent the Olympians here today, a per-
son whose grace and excellence on the ice—
and I must say even more after the competi-
tion—must have been a source of enormous
joy and pride, not only to her teammates but
to all Americans.

Ladies and gentlemen, Ms. Michelle
Kwan.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:10 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Bill Hybl, president, and Dick

Schultz, executive director, U.S. Olympic Com-
mittee; Mayor Tasuku Tscukada of Nagano, Japan;
Mayor Deedee Corradini of Salt Lake City, UT;
and Robert H. Garff, president, board of trustees,
Salt Lake City Olympic Organizing Committee.
Following the President’s remarks, Michelle
Kwan, the silver medalist in women’s figure skat-
ing, presented a U.S. Olympic team jacket to the
President.

Statement on Bipartisan Support for
the Patients’ Bill of Rights
April 29, 1998

I am extremely pleased that today at least
nine Republican Members of Congress
joined as cosponsors to H.R. 3605, the ‘‘Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights Act of 1998.’’ In an-
nouncing their support for this legislation,
they are sending a strong signal that it is un-
acceptable for this Congress to adjourn this
year without passing a strong patients’ rights
bill.

I commend Representatives Ganske, Bass,
Forbes, Fox, Gilchrest, Graham, Horn,
LaTourette, and Leach for their leadership,
and I look forward to working with them.
We have learned again and again that when
we reach across party lines we can pass im-
portant legislation that improves our Nation’s
health care system. Making the ‘‘Patients’ Bill
of Rights Act of 1998’’ bipartisan provides
new momentum towards ensuring that a pa-
tients’ bill of rights will become the law of
the land.

The ‘‘Patients’ Bill of Rights Act of 1998,’’
recently introduced by Representative Din-
gell, provides long overdue protections that
Americans need to renew their confidence
in the Nation’s rapidly changing health care
system. It allows patients to see the special-
ists they need, to get emergency care wher-
ever and whenever a medical emergency
arises, to talk freely with doctors and nurses
about all the medical options available—not
only the cheapest, and to appeal when they
have grievances about their health care.

I urge Congress to send me legislation that
gives Americans the health care protections
they need and deserve. I look forward to
working with Members of Congress on both
sides of the aisle to ensure that we pass a
strong Patients’ Bill of Rights this year.
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Proclamation 7088—National Day of
Prayer, 1998
April 29, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In every era of American history, devout

men and women from every nation have
come to our shores seeking the freedom to
worship according to their own conscience.
Recognizing the sacredness of this fun-
damental human right, our founders wisely
guaranteed it in the First Amendment to the
Constitution.

Prayer has always been an integral part of
American life. In every city, town, and rural
community across our country, people of
every religious denomination gather to wor-
ship according to their faith. In churches,
synagogues, temples, and mosques, Ameri-
cans come together to pray. We pray for the
health and happiness of loved ones; for inner
peace and peace among nations; and for the
wisdom and courage to face the challenges
of the new millennium. And always we raise
our voices and hearts in prayers of thanks-
giving for the blessing of freedom.

Just as Americans rely on prayer for
strength and renewal in private life, so do
we turn to it at moments of great joy or crisis
in our public life as a Nation. Meeting in
Philadelphia to make the momentous deci-
sions that would ultimately determine the na-
ture and form of American Government, the
Continental Congress began daily delibera-
tions with a prayer for God’s blessings and
assistance. In his first inaugural address,
President George Washington also prayed
for guidance from the Almighty as he began
the enormous task of leading a new, untried
democracy.

In this century, with America in the throes
of the Great Depression and a world teeter-
ing on the brink of war, President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt concluded his first inau-
gural address with a fervent prayer: ‘‘In this
dedication of a Nation we humbly ask the
blessing of God. May He protect each and
every one of us. May He guide me in the
days to come.’’ And today, as we look ahead
to the promise of a new century, Americans

continue to draw strength from the bedrock
of faith and religious freedom upon which
our democracy rests.

The Congress, by Public Law 100–307, has
called on our citizens to reaffirm the role of
prayer in our society and to honor the reli-
gious diversity our freedom permits by rec-
ognizing annually a ‘‘National Day of Prayer.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 7, 1998, as a Na-
tional Day of Prayer. I encourage the citizens
of this great Nation to pray, each in his or
her own manner, seeking strength from God
to face the problems of today, requesting
guidance for the uncertainties of tomorrow,
and giving thanks for the rich blessings that
our country has enjoyed throughout our his-
tory.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of April, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 1, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 4.

Message to the Congress on the
Chemical Weapons Convention
April 29, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the resolution of advice

and consent to ratification of the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Development, Pro-
duction, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical
Weapons and on Their Destruction, adopted
by the Senate of the United States on April
24, 1997, I hereby certify in connection with
Condition (7)(C)(i), Effectiveness of Aus-
tralia Group, that:

Australia Group members continue to
maintain an equally effective or more
comprehensive control over the export
of toxic chemicals and their precursors,
dual-use processing equipment, human,
animal and plant pathogens and toxins
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