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Statement on Senate Approval of
NATO Enlargement

April 30, 1998

I am delighted that the Senate voted by
an overwhelming margin to admit Poland,
Hungary, and the Czech Republic into
NATO. This vote is a major milestone on the
road to an undivided, democratic, and peace-
ful Europe. The addition of these three de-
mocracies to our alliance will strengthen
NATO, expand the zone of stability in Eu-
rope and reduce the chances American men
and women will ever again be called into Eu-
rope’s fields of battle. The message this vote
sends is clear: American support for NATO
is firm; our leadership for security on both
sides of the Atlantic is strong; and there is
a solid, bipartisan foundation for an active
U.S. role in the world.

I want to pay tribute to the indispensable
efforts of the many leaders from both parties
who brought us to this day, starting with Ma-
jority Leader Lott and Minority Leader
Daschle. This vote stands in the tradition of
Harry Truman, George Marshall, and Arthur
Vandenberg and the other giants who kept
America engaged in the world after World
War II and were present at NATO’s creation.
Their lesson then is our lesson tonight—that
our strength lies in a foreign policy guided
by the interests and values that unite us as
Americans.

Executive Order 13081—
Amendment to Executive Order No.
13038, Advisory Committee on
Public Interest Obligations of Digital
Television Broadcasters

April 30, 1998

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America and in order to ex-
tend the reporting deadline of the Advisory
Committee on Public Interest Obligations of
Digital Television Broadcasters, it is hereby
ordered that Executive Order 13038, as
amended, is further amended by deleting

‘‘June 1, 1998’’ in section 2 and inserting
‘‘October 1, 1998’’ in lieu thereof.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 30, 1998.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 1, 1998]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on May 4.

Proclamation 7089—Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month, 1998
April 30, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Like millions of others who left their

homelands to come to America, the first
Asian and Pacific Island immigrants who ar-
rived here in the 19th century were seeking
a better life than the one they left behind.
Many were poor; many had suffered oppres-
sion; but all were strengthened by a rich cul-
ture, an ancient heritage, a belief in free-
dom’s promise, and a willingness to work for
their share of the American Dream.

For many, however, that dream was de-
ferred. These courageous men and women
from Asia and the Pacific Islands were met
in America by prejudice as they strived to
make a living and establish a home in their
adopted country.

These brave new Americans would prevail
over every hardship. Whether working in the
gold fields of California, laboring on the
sugar and pineapple plantations of Hawaii,
constructing the transcontinental railway, or
creating their own businesses, Asian and Pa-
cific Americans succeeded in building new
lives for themselves and their families.

Today, Asian and Pacific Americans are
helping to build a vibrant America. They are
leaders in medical and scientific research, in
the halls of Congress, in the classrooms of
our educational institutions, in business,
labor, the arts, and every other human en-
deavor. They are building economic and
technological bridges across the Pacific and

VerDate 04-MAY-98 07:57 May 06, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P18AP4.030 p18ap4



749Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / May 1

beyond, which will ensure America’s leader-
ship well into the next millennium. These
sons and daughters of Cambodia, China, In-
donesia, India, Japan, Korea, Laos, the Phil-
ippines, Thailand, Vietnam, and so many
other Asian and Pacific lands have enriched
our national life and culture with their energy
and talents, with their commitment to family
and community, and with their enduring rev-
erence for freedom.

As we approach the 21st century, Asian
and Pacific Americans are playing an increas-
ingly important role in the life of our Nation,
helping us to maintain our leadership in the
global economy. More important, they are
inspiring us to embrace the wider world, to
recognize and appreciate the blessing of our
great diversity, and to become one America.

To honor the accomplishments of Asian
and Pacific Americans and to recognize their
many contributions to our Nation, the Con-
gress, by Public Law 102–450, has designated
the month of May as ‘‘Asian/Pacific American
Heritage Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 1998 as Asian/Pa-
cific American Heritage Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
this month with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 5, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 6.

Memorandum on Agency Use of
Alternate Means of Dispute
Resolution and Negotiated
Rulemaking
May 1, 1998

Memorandum for Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies
Subject: Designation of Interagency
Committees to Facilitate and Encourage
Agency Use of Alternate Means of Dispute
Resolution and Negotiated Rulemaking

As part of an effort to make the Federal
Government operate in a more efficient and
effective manner, and to encourage, where
possible, consensual resolution of disputes
and issues in controversy involving the
United States, including the prevention and
avoidance of disputes, I have determined that
each Federal agency must take steps to: (1)
promote greater use of mediation, arbitra-
tion, early neutral evaluation, agency
ombuds, and other alternative dispute resolu-
tion techniques, and (2) promote greater use
of negotiated rulemaking.

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and laws of the United
States including sections 569(a) and 573(c)
of title 5, United States Code, as amended
by the Administrative Dispute Resolution
Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–320), I hereby
direct as follows:

An Alternative Dispute Resolution Work-
ing Group, comprised of the Cabinet Depart-
ments and, as determined by the Attorney
General, such other agencies with a signifi-
cant interest in dispute resolution, shall be
convened and is designated under 5 U.S.C.
573(c) as the interagency committee to facili-
tate and encourage agency use of alternative
means of dispute resolution. The Working
Group shall consist of representatives of the
heads of all participating agencies, and may
meet as a whole or in subgroups of agencies
with an interest in particular issues or subject
areas, such as disputes involving personnel,
procurement, and claims. The Working
Group shall be convened by the Attorney
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