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Service; and Mayor Marion S. Barry, Jr., of Wash-
ington, DC.

Joint Statement on United States-
United Arab Emirates Relations
May 12, 1998

At the invitation of President Clinton, His
Highness Shaikh Khalifa bin Zayid Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces, is visiting Washington, where
he met with the President in the Oval Office
today. Crown Prince Shaikh Khalifa con-
veyed the greetings of H. H. President
Shaikh Zayid bin Sultan Al Nahyan and the
people of the UAE to President Clinton and
the American people. The Crown Prince
then met separately with Vice President
Gore, who hosted a working lunch. He is due
to meet later with key Cabinet members and
Congressional leaders.

The relationship between the United Arab
Emirates and the United States of America
is defined by strong bilateral ties. Today, this
relationship has expanded greatly to include
mutually productive cooperation in the fields
of commerce, educational exchange, and se-
curity. The present close ties have become
instrumental in safeguarding the security and
stability of the Gulf region.

Over the past decades, the two sides have
forged substantial economic links as a result
of numerous initiatives by government and
private sectors on both sides. Thousands of
Americans live and work in the United Arab
Emirates; thousands of UAE nationals study
in the United States, and thousands more
visit here each year. The UAE has become
the United States’ second-largest market in
the Gulf region. Growing numbers of Amer-
ican firms are doing business and are based
in the UAE because of its excellent infra-
structure and welcoming environment.

While the regional environment has
spawned a number of new threats in the last
three decades, the strategic consultations be-
tween the UAE and the United States remain
a key factor in securing the national interests
of both countries. The signing of the 1994
Defense Cooperation Agreement is indic-
ative of the strength of the relationship be-
tween the two sides.

Both sides agreed to encourage trade, in-
vestment, economic, and cultural coopera-
tion and in this context, agreed on the desir-
ability of reaching mutual agreements to
cover these topics.

The two sides discussed recent develop-
ments in Iran. They shared the hope that the
new Iranian leadership would change those
policies that threaten the peace and stability
of the region; at the same time, they agreed
that the new Iranian Government has yet to
prove it has abandoned its threatening poli-
cies. An important issue that remains unre-
solved is the continued occupation by Iran
of three islands, Abu Musa and Greater and
Lesser Tunb. The UAE and the United
States continue to reiterate their call for the
peaceful resolution of the issue either
through bilateral talks or through the Inter-
national Court of Justice.

Both governments expressed great sym-
pathy for the Iraqi people and call upon Iraq
to comply fully with all relevant United Na-
tions Security Council Resolutions. The two
sides agreed that UN Security Council Reso-
lutions must be enforced. They also made
it clear that the Iraqi Government bears full
responsibility for the misery of the Iraqi peo-
ple.

Both sides affirmed that there is an urgent
need to achieve genuine progress in the
Arab-Israeli peace process in order to reach
a lasting, comprehensive and just peace in
the Middle East. Such a comprehensive
peace should be based upon UN Security
Council Resolutions 242 and 338 and the
land-for-peace principle in addition to the
fulfillment by both sides of their obligations
under the Oslo Accords. The UAE side ex-
pressed its concern about the Israeli Govern-
ment’s policy toward the peace process and
the rights of the Palestinian people. The two
sides also agreed on the importance of
achieving progress on the Syrian and Leba-
nese tracks.

Today, Crown Prince Khalifa and Vice
President Gore announced the UAE’s acqui-
sition of 80 F–16 Block 60 fighters from the
United States as a significant step towards
strengthening the UAE’s defense capabili-
ties. In essence, the deal will enable the UAE
to achieve a credible and effective defense
through the establishment of a conventional
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deterrent capability based on quality. This
acquisition will allow the two countries not
only to add a significant stabilizing element
to the overall strategic balance in the region
but also to further strengthen and fortify the
already close security relations between the
two countries.

President Clinton conveyed his sincere
greetings to the President of the UAE, His
Highness Shaikh Zayid bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
wishing him good health and long life.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Senate Action on
Agriculture Legislation
May 12, 1998

I am very pleased that the Senate today
passed with an overwhelming majority the bi-
partisan conference report on the agriculture
research bill. This vital legislation makes
needed reforms and provides funding in sev-
eral areas that are priorities for my adminis-
tration. The legislation provides important
benefits to America’s farmers and to those
who have come to this country seeking a
brighter future. I would like to extend my
warm gratitude to Senators Lugar and Har-
kin for their vision and hard work stewarding
a bill that ably balances crop insurance, agri-
culture research, rural development, and
Food Stamps for legal immigrants in need.

The last hurdle that remains for this bill
is for the House of Representatives to pass
the conference report. I urge the House to
act quickly on this legislation.

Proclamation 7095—Peace Officers
Memorial Day and Police Week,
1998
May 12, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This week a grateful Nation pauses to

honor the more than half a million dedicated
law enforcement officers across our country
who put their lives on the line each day to

protect us. These courageous and dedicated
men and women daily wage the timeless bat-
tle for right over wrong, peace over conflict,
and the rule of law over anarchy.

We ask a great deal of our Federal, State,
and local police officers. We ask them to
stand between us and the forces of violence
and chaos. We ask them to protect our homes
and property and to save our lives at the risk
of their own. We ask them to patrol our high-
ways and our borders, to keep our children
safe from drug dealers and gang leaders, and
to bring to justice the murderers, terrorists,
rapists, and other criminals who prey on our
society. We lean heavily on this thin blue line,
and it never breaks.

Last year, in carrying out their awesome
responsibilities, 158 law enforcement officers
lost their lives—and the lives of their families
and friends were changed forever. After sev-
eral years of decreased violence against our
law enforcement community, we face the so-
bering reality that police officer fatalities rose
27 percent during 1997.

As we honor these heroes—those who still
live and work among us, and those who have
made the ultimate sacrifice for our well-
being—let us reaffirm our efforts to end the
violence that has taken such a heavy toll on
our Nation’s law enforcement community.
Let us work to ensure that America’s police
officers have the training, resources, man-
power, and community support they need to
carry out the crucial responsibilities with
which we charge them. In this way we can
best honor the service and sacrifice of the
thousands of fallen police officers whose
memory we honor and whose devotion to
duty has earned our respect and lasting grati-
tude.

By a joint resolution approved October 1,
1962 (76 Stat. 676), the Congress has author-
ized and requested the President to des-
ignate May 15 of each year as ‘‘Peace Officers
Memorial Day’’ and the week in which it falls
as ‘‘Police Week,’’ and, by Public Law 103–
322 (36 U.S.C. 175), has directed that the
flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers
Memorial Day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 15, 1998, as Peace
Officers Memorial Day and May 10 through
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