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peaceful communities, when our children’s
safety is at stake we must take action, and
each of us must do our part.

For more than 5 years, we have worked
hard here in our administration to give par-
ents and communities the tools they need
to protect our children and to make our
schools safe, from tighter security to more
police to better prevention. To promote dis-
cipline and maintain order, we are encourag-
ing and have worked hard to spread curfews,
school uniforms, tough truancy policies. We
instituted a zero tolerance for guns in schools
policy. It is now the law in all our 50 States.
And we’ll work hard to make it a reality in
all our communities to keep deadly weapons
out of the hands of our children and out of
our schools. And we will continue to demand
responsibility from our young people with
strong punishments when they break the law.

This year Congress has an opportunity to
protect children in our schools and on our
streets by passing my juvenile crime bill,
which will ban violent juveniles from buying
guns for life, and take other important steps.
We shouldn’t let this chance pass us by.

But protecting our children and prevent-
ing youth violence is not a job that Govern-
ment can, or should, do alone. We must all
do more as parents, as teachers, as commu-
nity leaders, to teach our children the
unblinking distinction between right and
wrong, to teach them to turn away from vio-
lence, to shield them from violent images
that warp their perceptions of the con-
sequences of violence.

We must all do more to show our children,
by the power of our own example, how to
resolve conflicts peacefully. And we must all
do more to recognize and look for the early
warning signals that deeply troubled young
people send before they explode into vio-
lence. Surely, more of them can be saved
and more tragedies avoided if we work at
it in an organized way with sensitivity and
firm discipline.

This weekend we grieve with the families
of Springfield, Oregon. We may never under-
stand the dark forces that drive young people
to commit such terrible crimes, but we must
honor the memories of the victims by doing
everything we possibly can to prevent such
tragedies from occurring in the future and

to build a stronger, safer future for all of our
children.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:30 p.m. on
May 22 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 23.

Radio Remarks on the Passage of the
Northern Ireland Peace Accord
Referendum
May 23, 1998

Today we are rejoicing at the news from
across the Atlantic. The people of Northern
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland have de-
cisively approved the April 10th peace ac-
cord. It is the culmination of a springtime
of peace, and it must be the beginning of
a long season of happiness and prosperity.

I salute the leaders who stood for hope
against fear, the future against the past, unity
against division. Most of all, I congratulate
the Irish people for having the courage and
wisdom to vote for a brighter future for their
children.

As of today, peace is no longer a dream,
it is a reality. You have indeed joined hope
to history. All over America, the eyes of Irish-
Americans, and indeed all our peace-loving
citizens, are smiling. We are very proud of
you.

We pledge that we will work with you to
build a better future for all of your people
and ours.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were prerecorded
for later broadcast in Ireland. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Statement on the Passage of the
Northern Ireland Peace Accord
Referendum
May 23, 1998

Today history truly joined with hope in
Ireland as the people of Northern Ireland
and the Irish Republic cast their ballots deci-
sively in favor of the April 10 peace accord
and a new political arrangement for North-
ern Ireland. I join all Americans in congratu-
lating the people of Northern Ireland and
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the Republic of Ireland for seizing this
unique opportunity for a lasting peace.

I pledge that my administration will work
with Northern Ireland’s leaders as they seek
to transform the promise of the accord into
a reality, with new democratic institutions
and new economic opportunities for all of
Northern Ireland’s people. Working through
the International Fund for Ireland and the
private sector, we will help the people seize
the opportunities that peace will bring to at-
tract new investment to create new factories,
workplaces, and jobs, and establish new cen-
ters of learning to prepare for the 21st cen-
tury.

Today’s vote is a beacon to peoples around
the globe in places where strife prevails and
peace seems remote. You have set an exam-
ple for the world and established a strong
foundation for a future of lasting peace.

Remarks at a Memorial Day
Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia
May 25, 1998

Thank you. Secretary Slater, Secretary
West, Deputy Secretary Gober, National Se-
curity Advisor Berger, Congressman Skelton,
Secretary Dalton, General Shelton, General
McCaffrey, Superintendent Metzler, Chap-
lain Cooper, the leaders of our veterans orga-
nizations, veterans, members of the Armed
Forces, friends and families, my fellow
Americans, I would like to begin this Memo-
rial Day service in a somewhat unusual fash-
ion but, I think, an entirely appropriate one.

Major General Foley, who just spoke, the
Commander of the Military District of Wash-
ington, is about to move on to higher respon-
sibilities. He is, I believe, now the only per-
son still serving in uniform to have won the
Medal of Honor, which he won for repeat-
edly risking his life for his comrades in Viet-
nam, and I thank him for his service. Thank
you, sir; thank you, sir.

As spring turns to summer, Americans
around the Nation take this day to enjoy
friends and family. But we come again to Ar-
lington to remember how much was given
so that we could enjoy this day and every
day in freedom. We come to this sacred
ground out of gratitude and profound respect

for those who are not here but who gave all
so that we might be here.

Memorial Day began with our most deadly
conflict, the Civil War. To this very day, the
children of Gettysburg spread flowers over
the graves of those who fell there. But the
debt began to run up, of course, much ear-
lier, for our Nation emerged from a war to
establish a truly revolutionary new society,
which enshrined life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness as the birthright of all Ameri-
cans and dedicated our Nation to the perma-
nent mission of forming a more perfect
Union.

To preserve and advance those birthrights
and that mission, our Founders pledged their
lives, their fortunes, their sacred honor.
Those we honor today paid the ultimate price
to redeem that pledge. From the American
Revolution onward, from Concord to Khe
Sanh to Kuwait, America’s men and women
have stood up for their country.

Often we have erected monuments to
them. Happily, the most recent one is the
Women in Military Service for America Me-
morial dedicated here at Arlington last Octo-
ber to the 1.8 million women who have
served our Nation, and we thank them.
Thanks to these heroes, our Nation, in over
220 years, has grown into something truly ex-
traordinary. We have so much to be grateful
for today: peace, prosperity, the spreading
power of our original ideas.

For the first time in history, a majority of
the people on this Earth live under govern-
ments of their own choosing. In 1,000 dif-
ferent languages, people are saying yes to de-
mocracy and to a new era of international
cooperation. Around the world, people are
struggling to overcome ancient animosities
by embracing the idea that if we are all equal
in God’s eyes, then what we have in common
surely must be more important than our dif-
ferences of politics, race, or religion.

Today we are especially grateful for the
overwhelming vote for peace in Northern
Ireland and the Irish Republic to which so
many of us trace our roots.

As we look toward the future, Memorial
Day also invites us to remember the past and
apply its lessons. Let me recall just two
events from 50 years ago, at the time when
democracy was imperiled by the dawn of the
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