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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
Chemical Weapons Convention
June 15, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
Attached is a report to the Congress on

cost-sharing arrangements, as required by
Condition (4)(A) of the resolution of advice
and consent to ratification of the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Development, Pro-
duction, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical
Weapons and on Their Destruction, adopted
by the Senate of the United States on April
24, 1997.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 15, 1998.

Remarks on Signing the Bulletproof
Vest Partnership Grant Act and the
Care for Police Survivors Act
June 16, 1998

Captain, thank you very much for your re-
marks and even more for your service. I think
it’s fair to say that everyone in America fol-
lowed the harrowing trail that you were part
of just a few months ago and grieved the loss
of those two troopers and the others who
were killed. And we thank you for your pres-
ence here.

Thank you, Mr. Vice President, for all the
work you’ve done over the last 51⁄2 years. And
thank you, Attorney General Reno, for doing
a superb job of one of the things I asked
you to do when we first talked about your
becoming Attorney General, and that is
being a genuine advocate for local law en-
forcement officials throughout this country.

I thank all the Members of Congress who
are here and the extraordinary bipartisan
support for actually two pieces of legislation
that I will sign today: the Bulletproof Vest
Partnership Grant Act and the Care for Po-
lice Survivors Act.

All the Members of Congress have been
introduced, but I think I should note, be-
cause not all the sponsors are here, that the
Bulletproof Vest Partnership Act was cospon-
sored in the Senate by Senators Campbell

and Leahy, and in the House by Representa-
tives Visclosky and LoBiondo. The Care for
Police Survivors Act was cosponsored in the
Senate by Senators Hatch and Biden, and
in the House by Congressman Schumer and
Congressman McCollum. I thank them and
all the others who are here.

This is a time of progress and prosperity
for our country. We’re grateful to have the
lowest unemployment rate in 28 years and
about to have our first balanced budget in
29 years. And we just learned that crime
dropped in 1997, as the Vice President said,
for a virtually unprecedented 6th year in a
row. Murders have declined more than 25
percent, overall crime by more than 15 per-
cent.

In many ways our country is seeing a re-
turn to personal responsibility—the welfare
rolls are the smallest percentage of our popu-
lation in 29 years—and to respect for the
law—the crime rate last year dropped to a
25-year low. That makes a real difference in
the lives of Americans. Our neighborhoods
are safer; our families are more secure.
Americans actually feel more free, and they
are.

There has been a lot of debate in the coun-
try about the reasons for the drop in the
crime rate. Of course, a better economy
helps, and so do the neighborhood watch
groups and all the efforts being made in com-
munities across the country to keep kids away
from crime, from school uniforms and cur-
fews to after-school programs and tough tru-
ancy enforcement. But one thing is abso-
lutely clear: A huge factor in the declining
crime rate has been more police and better
policing.

Across the country these men and women
in uniform whom we honor here today are
putting their lives on the line by joining their
communities, getting out of the squad cars,
protecting people. And America owes them
a tremendous debt of gratitude.

When we passed the crime bill in 1994
we said in 6 years we would put 100,000 po-
lice on the street. I’m pleased to report that
already we’ve helped to fund 76,000 of those
100,000. We’re ahead of schedule and under
budget. And I’m very proud of that because
it makes all the Members of the Congress
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