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in a carefully targeted way. These reforms,
which continue my promise to mend, not end
affirmative action, expand opportunities for
small disadvantaged businesses.

These new guidelines allow small dis-
advantaged businesses to receive a price
credit of up to 10 percent in bidding for Fed-
eral contracts. The credits will be available
only in industries that show the ongoing ef-
fects of discrimination. The Department of
Commerce identified these industries
through a process called benchmarking,
which compares the actual share of Federal
procurement by small disadvantaged firms to
the share that would be expected in the ab-
sence of discrimination. Limiting credits to
these industries satisfies constitutional re-
quirements while targeting our efforts in
areas where disparities still exist.

This program is based on authority given
the administration by Congress in 1994.
These credits will help level the playing field
for firms that have suffered from discrimina-
tion. However, they do not ensure that any
firm will win a contract. Small disadvantaged
businesses must compete with all other busi-
nesses to win Federal contracts.

The steps we are taking today comply with
legal requirements and preserve competi-
tion, while serving to remedy discrimination.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Proposed “Hate Crimes
Prevention Act of 1998

June 24, 1998

Dear :

I am writing to urge the Senate (House)
to act quickly this year to pass the Hate
Crimes Prevention Act of 1998. This crucial
legislation would expand the ability of the
Justice Department to prosecute hate crimes
by removing needless jurisdictional require-
ments for existing crimes and by giving Fed-
eral prosecutors the power to prosecute hate
crimes committed because of the victim’s
sexual orientation, gender, or disability.

As you know, there have been a number
of recent tragedies across our country that
involve hate crimes. | know you were as trou-
bled as I was by the vicious murder in Jasper,
Texas, just two weeks ago. This shocking
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event focused America’s attention on the
problem of hate crimes. | hope we can join
together to reaffirm that no American should
be subjected to violence on account of his
or her race, color, national origin, religion,
sexual orientation, gender, or disability.

Whether it is a gay American murdered
as he walks home from work or a Jewish
American whose synagogue is desecrated by
swastikas, such acts are not only examples of
bias and bigotry—they are crimes. They
strike at the heart of what it means to be
an American and at the values that define
us as a Nation. That is why | believe now
is the time for us to take strong and decisive
action to fight hate crimes.

There is nothing more important to the
future of this country than our standing to-
gether against intolerance, prejudice, and
violent bigotry. The Hate Crimes Prevention
Act will lead the way in making all Americans
more safe and secure. | implore you to move
this vital piece of legislation through the Sen-
ate (House) without delay.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives;
Trent Lott, Senate majority leader; Thomas A.
Daschle, Senate minority leader; and Richard A.
Gephardt, House minority leader. An original was
not available for verification of the contents of this
letter.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
Peacekeeping Operations

June 24, 1998

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am pleased to transmit herewith the 1997
Annual Report to the Congress on Peace-
keeping. The report is required by section
407(d) of the Foreign Relations Authoriza-
tion Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 (Public
Law 103-236).

The report provides an account of how the
United States used peacekeeping last year to
promote regional stability and to advance
U.S. interests. Our support for United Na-
tions and other peacekeeping operations al-
lowed us to protect our interests before they
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were directly threatened and ensured that
other nations shared with us the risks and
costs of maintaining stability in the post-Cold
War world.

Working together, we brought greater dis-
cipline to decisionmaking in national capitals
and at the United Nations regarding multilat-
eral peace operations. Tough questions about
mandate, size, cost, duration, and exit strat-
egy for proposed missions were answered be-
fore operations were approved. Careful at-
tention was also given to ensuring that those
responsible for leading peacekeeping mis-
sions—the United Nations, NATO, or a coa-
lition of concerned states—were capable of
successfully achieving the intended objective.

I look forward to working with you to en-
sure that peacekeeping remains a viable op-
tion for dealing with international conflicts
of interest to the United States.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTe: Identical letters were sent to Floyd
Spence, chairman, House Committee on National
Security; Robert L. Livingston, chairman, House
Committee on Appropriations; Benjamin A. Gil-
man, chairman, House Committee on Inter-
national Relations; Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations; Strom Thur-
mond, chairman, Senate Committee on Armed
Services; and Ted Stevens, chairman, Senate
Committee on Appropriations.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Irag’s Compliance
With United Nations Security
Council Resolutions

June 24, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with the Authorization for Use
of Military Force Against Irag Resolution
(Public Law 102-1) and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, 1 am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC). This report covers the period from
April 3 to the present.
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Introduction

During the 60-day period covered by this
report, Irag continued to provide access to
U.N. weapons inspectors as required under
the terms of the February 23 Annan-Aziz
MOU and UNSC Resolution 1154. Travel re-
strictions on Iraq imposed under UNSC Res-
olution 1137 of November 12, 1997 expired
by their terms after UNSCOM Executive
Chairman Butler reported that Iraq was com-
plying with access requirements. In accord-
ance with UNSC Resolution 1134, regular
sanctions reviews have resumed. However,
Irag’s continued failure to meet its obliga-
tions under UNSC Resolution 687 and other
relevant resolutions led the Security Council
to conclude on April 27 that Iraq still had
not met the conditions necessary to enable
the Council to Ilift sanctions. Ongoing
UNSCOM and IAEA inspections continue to
test Irag’s long-term intentions with regard
to providing full access and full disclosure
to U.N. weapons inspectors.

We continue to support the international
community’s efforts to provide for the hu-
manitarian needs of the Iraqi people through
the “oil-for-food” program and other human-
itarian efforts. Resolution 1153, which was
adopted by the UNSC on February 20, ex-
pands the “oil-for-food” program consider-
ably by raising the ceiling of permitted Iraqi
oil exports to $5.2 billion every 180 days and
by authorizing repairs to Iraq’s degraded pe-
troleum, health, education, and sanitation in-
frastructure under strict U.N. supervision in
accordance with a prioritized distribution
plan.

During the period covered by this report,
the humanitarian needs of the Iraqi people
were addressed through Phase Three of the
original *oil-for-food” plan in accordance
with UNSCRs 986 and 1143. The Iraqi gov-
ernment only recently produced an accept-
able distribution plan to implement UNSCR
1153.

On May 1, | signed into law the 1998 Sup-
plemental Appropriations and Rescissions
Act. This legislation provides funding for
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty to initiate
a surrogate broadcast service for the Iraqi
people. It also provides funding for efforts
to support the democratic Iragi opposition
in presenting a credible alternative to the
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