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Exchange With Reporters at the
Great Wall in Mutianyu, China
June 28, 1998

Visit to the Great Wall
Q. What are your impressions of the wall,

Mr. President?
The President. Quite unbelievable. It’s

amazing to imagine that it was done so long
ago. They’ve even had bricks here for 400
and some odd years.

Q. Do you see any analogies, sir, to the
way China is now and the way it was then?

The President. No. [Laughter] I said yes-
terday that I felt—I believe this wall now is
a symbol that China shows to the rest of the
world, not a wall to keep people out. It sort
of unifies the country for over 7,000 kilo-
meters.

Visit to Chongwenmen Church
Q. Mr. President, could you tell us what

the woman in the church wanted to talk to
you about today?

The President. She just kept saying how
happy she was I was in the church and how
she wished I could come to the little village
where she was from. She was very emotional.
But as nearly as I can tell, there was nothing
specific that she was saying. She kept thank-
ing me for being there and saying that she
was glad I was there, and she wished I could
come to her village, her home village.

Visit to the Great Wall
Q. What do you think, Mrs. Clinton? What

are your impressions?
Mrs. Clinton. Magnificent.
The President. You know, the part—the

steep incline you see up there, we were told,
is the steepest part of the wall. So if we had
a couple of hours, we could walk 10 kilo-
meters, and we’d hit the biggest incline, and
we’d all be in very good shape when we fin-
ished. Or we’d be finished. [Laughter]

Q. Was it a good workout anyway?
The President. It was a good workout. It

was great.
Nice cap, Peter [Peter Maer, NBC Mutual

Radio].
Q. Thank you, sir.

NOTE: The exchange began at 2:45 p.m. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer
Session With Students at Beijing
University in Beijing, China
June 29, 1998

The President. Thank you. Thank you,
President Chen, Chairman Ren, Vice Presi-
dent Chi, Vice Minister Wei. We are de-
lighted to be here today with a very large
American delegation, including the First
Lady and our daughter, who is a student at
Stanford, one of the schools with which Bei-
jing University has a relationship. We have
six Members of the United States Congress;
the Secretary of State; Secretary of Com-
merce; the Secretary of Agriculture; the
Chairman of our Council of Economic Advis-
ers; Senator Sasser, our Ambassador; the Na-
tional Security Adviser; and my Chief of
Staff, among others. I say that to illustrate
the importance that the United States places
on our relationship with China.

I would like to begin by congratulating all
of you, the students, the faculty, the adminis-
trators, on celebrating the centennial year of
your university. Gongxi, ‘‘Beida’’.

As I’m sure all of you know, this campus
was once home to Yenching University which
was founded by American missionaries.
Many of its wonderful buildings were de-
signed by an American architect. Thousands
of American students and professors have
come here to study and teach. We feel a spe-
cial kinship with you.

I am, however, grateful that this day is dif-
ferent in one important respect from another
important occasion 79 years ago. In June of
1919, the first president of Yenching Univer-
sity, John Leighton Stuart, was set to deliver
the very first commencement address on
these very grounds. At the appointed hour,
he appeared, but no students appeared. They
were all out leading the May 4th Movement
for China’s political and cultural renewal.
When I read this, I hoped that when I walked
into the auditorium today, someone would
be sitting here. And I thank you for being
here, very much.
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