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dangerous pathogens, like E. coli O157:H7
and campylobacter, and we need better
interventions that reduce the risk of contami-
nation during food production.

Food safety research is a critical piece of
my Fiscal Year 1999 food safety initiative;
and I have urged the Congress to revise the
appropriations bills it currently is considering
to provide full funding for this initiative. I
also have urged the Congress to pass two crit-
ical pieces of legislation to bring our food
safety system into the 21st century: (1) legis-
lation ensuring that the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration halts imports of fruits, vegeta-
bles, and other food products that come from
countries that do not meet U.S. food safety
requirements or that do not provide the same
level of protection as is required for U.S.
products; and (2) legislation giving the De-
partment of Agriculture the authority to im-
pose civil penalties for violations of meat and
poultry regulations and to issue mandatory
recalls to remove unsafe meat and poultry
from the marketplace.

At the same time, we need to make every
effort to maximize our current resources and
authorities. One very important way to
achieve this objective is to improve and co-
ordinate food safety research activities across
the Federal Government, with State and
local governments, and the private sector.
Solid research can and will help us to identify
foodborne hazards more rapidly and accu-
rately, and to develop more effective inter-
vention mechanisms to prevent food con-
tamination.

I therefore direct you to report back to
me within 90 days on the creation of a Joint
Institute for Food Safety Research that will:
(1) develop a strategic plan for conducting
food safety research activities consistent with
my Food Safety Initiative; and (2) efficiently
coordinate all Federal food safety research,
including with the private sector and aca-
demia. This Institute, which will operate
under your joint leadership, should cooper-
ate and consult with all interested parties,
including other Federal agencies and of-
fices—particularly, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the National Partnership for
Reinventing Government, and the Office of
Science and Technology Policy—State and
local agencies focusing on research and pub-

lic health, and on consumers, producers, in-
dustry, and academia. The Institute should
make special efforts to build on efforts of the
private sector, through the use of public-pri-
vate partnerships or other appropriate mech-
anisms.

These steps, taken together and in coordi-
nation with our pending legislation, will en-
sure to the fullest extent possible the safety
of food for all of America’s families.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on July 3 but
was embargoed for release until 10:06 a.m.,
July 4.

The President’s Radio Address
July 4, 1998

Good morning, I’ve just returned from my
trip to China, a great and ancient nation that
is undergoing historic change—change I
could see in new private businesses that are
helping China’s economy to grow, in people
free for the first time to work in jobs of their
own choosing, and in Chinese villages in the
first free elections of local leaders.

I was able to speak directly, not only to
President Jiang and the leaders of the Chi-
nese Government but to the Chinese people
themselves about the partnership we hope
to build with China for peace and prosperity
and about the importance of freedom and
what it means to us in America. At this par-
ticular moment in history, when for the first
time a majority of the world’s people live
under governments of their own choosing,
and when in China the positive impacts of
greater openness and personal liberties are
already apparent, I’m especially glad to be
home for Independence Day—the day we
celebrate the freedom our Founders de-
clared 222 years ago this Fourth of July.

And this Fourth of July, even as we cele-
brate, we should be not only grateful for the
freedom we enjoy; we should rededicate our-
selves to the work of responsible citizenship.
For example, on the Fourth of July, families
and friends come together all over America
at backyard barbecues and parks for picnics.
As they enjoy their meals, I want to report
to you about what I’m doing to make sure
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the food and drinks we serve our families
this Independence Day and every day are
safe.

Our food supply is the most bountiful and
the safest in the world, but we know we can
do better. For nearly 6 years I’ve worked
hard to put in place a modern food safety
system for the 21st century. I signed into law
legislation to keep harmful pesticides off our
fruits and vegetables. We put in place strong
protections to ensure that seafood is safe, and
we’re modernizing our meat and poultry
safety system.

Last year we launched a nationwide early
warning system to catch outbreaks of food-
borne illnesses sooner and prevent them
from happening in the first place. But as
much as we’ve done, we know we have to
do more to keep our families safe and strong.
We know older people and children are espe-
cially vulnerable to contaminated food. That
lesson was driven home tragically last year,
when apple juice contaminated with a deadly
strain of E. coli caused the death of a 16-
month-old child in Washington State and led
to the hospitalization of more than a dozen
other children.

Today we’re taking two important steps to
ensure that our food supply is as safe as we
can make it. First, I am pleased to announce
a new rule that requires warning labels on
all packaged juice that has not been pasteur-
ized or processed to kill harmful bacteria.
These warnings will help families make bet-
ter decisions about the juice they buy, and
they will help us to prevent thousands of
Americans from becoming ill every year.

Second, I’m directing the Department of
Health and Human Services and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to report back to me
within 90 days with a plan to create a new
national institute for food safety research.
This institute will join the resources of the
public and private sectors and bring together
the talents of the most esteemed scientists
in the government, in universities, and in
businesses to develop cutting edge tech-
niques to keep our food safe.

I’m doing what I can to protect our fami-
lies from contaminated food. Congress must
also do its part to ensure the safety of Ameri-
ca’s food supply. First and most important,
it should fully fund my comprehensive $101

million food safety initiative. Among other
important programs, this initiative will pay
for 225 new food and drug administrators,
inspectors, and employees—people who can
keep unsafe food away from our borders, out
of our stores, and off our dining room tables.

Congress should also give the FDA greater
authority to halt imports of fruits, vegetables,
and other food products that are produced
under safety conditions that simply do not
match our own strict standards. It should give
the U.S. Department of Agriculture new au-
thority to impose tough fines on businesses
who violate those standards and to issue man-
datory recalls of unsafe meat and poultry be-
fore they reach our table; and it should con-
firm a respected, experienced scientist, Dr.
Jane Henney, to lead our food safety efforts
as Commissioner of FDA.

Food can never be made entirely safe;
therefore, every parent also has a responsibil-
ity—a responsibility to handle food carefully,
especially during the summer. Meanwhile,
we must do everything we can to protect the
food Americans eat and to give our families
the peace of mind they deserve. That’s one
important way on this Fourth of July we can
resolve to keep our Nation strong as we move
into the 21st century.

Happy Independence Day, Americans,
and thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:18 a.m. on
July 3 in the Grand Hyatt Hotel Hong Kong SAR,
China for broadcast at 10:06 a.m., e.d.t., on July
4. This transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 3 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. In his ad-
dress, the President referred to President Jiang
Zemin of China, and Jane E. Henney, Food and
Drug Administration Commissioner-designate.

Remarks on Medicare and the
Legislative Agenda and an Exchange
With Reporters
July 6, 1998

Good morning. I’m delighted to be here
with Secretary Shalala, Mr. Apfel, and Ron
Pollack to make an announcement today. Let
me first, by way of introduction, say, as all
of you know, the First Lady and I just re-
turned this weekend from our trip to China.
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