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your life’s travels take you, every one of you
can find some enduring connection to edu-
cation. I hope some of you will consider
sometime during your next few years joining
our national service program, AmeriCorps,
and serving young people in your community
and building up some more scholarship
money. But whatever you do when you get
out of school, I hope you will maintain a con-
nection to young people and to their schools.

You can volunteer your time, you can men-
tor someone who needs guidance. You can
remember that only a very few young people
ever have the experience you’re having now,
but hundreds and thousands more can hear
about it from you and be inspired by it, to
believe in our country and to believe in them-
selves and their capacity to learn and live out
their dreams.

As I get older and older I think more and
more, as is natural, I suppose, about people
who are coming along behind me. It’s hard
to get used to—most of us will tell you that
we consider anyone who is a year younger
than we are to be young, however old we
are. I never will forget, once I was talking
to Senator Mike Mansfield, who was our Am-
bassador to Japan, and Senator Mansfield
must be about 96 now. He still walks about
5 miles a day. And he was having lunch with
another former Senator, J. William Ful-
bright, who was a mentor of mine and for
whom I worked when I was in college—when
Senator Mansfield was 91, and Senator Ful-
bright was 87. He looked at him and he said,
‘‘Bill, how old are your now?’’ And he said,
‘‘I’m 87.’’ And Mansfield said, ‘‘Oh, to be 87
again.’’ [Laughter]

So we all get our perspective from our own
age. And for you, your future is all ahead
of you. But just think about how many Amer-
icans there already are who are younger than
you are, and think about how many there
are who would never have a chance like the
one you’ve had this past week. And just re-
member, never, never, never underestimate
your ability to teach, to inspire, to guide, to
help them to love this country the way you
do, to embrace concepts of good citizenship
the way you have, and, frankly, to live a good,
constructive, ambitious life the way you will.
All of us—all of us—sometimes underesti-

mate the enormous power that we have to
influence other people one-on-one.

Alexis de Tocqueville said a long time ago
that America is great because America is
good. America cannot be good except
through her people. To say America is good
is to say the American people are good. We
have all these big challenges; I’m convinced
we will meet them, as we have all our other
challenges for over 200 years, because Amer-
ica is good.

I ask your support in meeting those chal-
lenges, and I ask for your commitment never
to forget all those young people who are com-
ing along behind.

Good luck, and God bless you. Thank you
very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:25 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Secretary of Education Richard W.
Riley, who, as a boy, was elected sheriff of Boys
State, South Carolina; and Kevin Sladek, presi-
dent, and Jeffrey Rogers, vice president, 1998
Boys Nation Session.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Patients’
Bill of Rights Legislation
July 24, 1998

The Patients’ Bill of Rights should not be
designed for the political needs of any party;
it should be designed to meet the health
needs of all Americans. Unfortunately, the
House Republicans passed legislation today
that simply does not meet this test. This bill
leaves out millions of Americans; it leaves out
critical patient protections; and it adds in
‘‘poison pill’’ provisions which undermine the
possibility of passing a strong bipartisan Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights this year.

The Republican leadership’s legislation
does not apply to the individual insurance
market and therefore excludes millions of
Americans. It does not include many impor-
tant protections such as ensuring direct ac-
cess to specialists, so that patients can see
the cancer doctors or heart specialists that
they need, or ensuring that care will not
abruptly change if a patient’s provider is un-
expectedly dropped or an employer changes
health plans. Moreover, the enforcement
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mechanism in this legislation is insufficient
as it gives little recourse to patients who are
injured or who die because of a health plan’s
actions. Finally, this legislation is under-
mined by provisions that have nothing to do
with patients’ rights.

Americans want a Patients’ Bill of Rights
that gives them the protections they need in
a rapidly changing health care system. The
legislation passed by the House Republicans
today falls far short of ensuring Americans
the quality care they need and deserve. It
is my strongest hope that the Senate will
move quickly to have a fair and open debate
that can produce a strong, enforceable, and
bipartisan Patients’ Bill of Rights this year.

Proclamation 7110—National
Korean War Veterans Armistice Day,
1998
July 24, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In 1950, the thoughts of most Americans

were far from war. With the recent end of
World War II and economic recovery in full
swing, the American people had resumed
their everyday lives—going back to school,
starting new jobs, and raising their families.
But the tenor of the times changed suddenly
and dramatically that summer, as communist
North Korea crossed the 38th Parallel to in-
vade its free neighbor to the south.

Once again, the world watched to see if
the right of self-determination would prevail
in the face of aggression, and once again
Americans answered the call to serve. A
United Nations force—spearheaded by U.S.
air, sea, and ground troops and under a uni-
fied command headed by the United
States—rushed to the support of South
Korea. In the following 38 months, Inchon,
the Chosin Reservoir, the Yalu River, and a
hundred other locales indelibly etched into
the memory of our Korean War veterans
were added to the long list of places where
Americans have fought and died for freedom.
The fighting was brutal; the toll in injuries,
lives lost, and those missing in action was
heavy. But American forces, fighting side by

side with South Koreans and our U.N. allies,
halted communist aggression, preserved the
Republic of Korea, and won a victory for
democratic peoples everywhere.

Yet, for many years, these important
achievements and the extraordinary courage
and sacrifice of our forces in Korea received
little recognition. For too long, over-
shadowed by the broad dimensions of World
War II and the complexities of the Vietnam
War, the Korean conflict seemed to be
America’s forgotten victory.

But in 1995, with the dedication of the
Korean War Veterans Memorial in our Na-
tion’s capital, America finally paid fitting trib-
ute to those brave Americans whose devotion
to duty wrote a crucial chapter in freedom’s
history and whose valor and determination
in battle laid the foundation for our Nation’s
ultimate triumph in the Cold War. With its
haunting column of determined troops, the
Memorial has the power to evoke strong
memories within those who served. But it
serves another enduring purpose: to teach fu-
ture generations about America’s heroes, the
depth of their sacrifice, and the historic con-
tributions they made to the cause of peace
and freedom.

The Congress, by Public Law 104–19 (36
U.S.C. 169m), has designated July 27, 1998,
as ‘‘National Korean War Veterans Armistice
Day’’ and has authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim July 27, 1998, as National
Korean War Veterans Armistice Day. I call
upon all Americans to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies and activities that
honor and give thanks to our distinguished
Korean War veterans. I also ask Federal de-
partments and agencies, interested groups,
organizations, and individuals to fly the flag
of the United States at half-staff on July 27,
1998, in memory of the Americans who died
as a result of their service in Korea.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of July, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the
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