
1537Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / July 29

Statement on the Death of
Jerome Robbins
July 29, 1998

Hillary and I are deeply saddened to learn
of the death of Jerome Robbins. Like so
many Americans, our lives were enriched im-
measurably by his artistic genius. Through
his brilliant choreography, he brought the joy
and passion of the human experience to mil-
lions, lifting American theater and dance to
new heights. And in the treasury of timeless
masterpieces he leaves behind—from ‘‘Fancy
Free’’ and ‘‘On the Town’’ to ‘‘West Side
Story’’ and ‘‘Fiddler on the Roof ’’—his cre-
ative spirit will live forever.

Memorandum on Outreach Actions
to Increase Employment of Adults
with Disabilities
July 29, 1998

Memorandum for the Attorney General, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, the
Chair of the Equal Opportunity Commission,
the Administrator of the Small Business
Administration

Subject: Outreach Actions to Increase
Employment of Adults with Disabilities

As we commemorate the eighth anniver-
sary of the Americans with Disabilities Act
of 1990 (ADA), we have much to celebrate.
This landmark civil rights law is making it
possible for millions of Americans to partici-
pate more fully in society—through employ-
ment, access to public facilities, and partici-
pation in community and leisure activities—
and to do their part to make us a stronger
and better country. At the same time, we are
reminded that significant challenges remain.
Far too many of the 30 million working-age
adults with disabilities are still unemployed,
especially those with significant disabilities.

To address employment barriers for peo-
ple with disabilities, I issued Executive Order
13078 on March 13, 1998, establishing the
National Task Force on Employment of
Adults with Disabilities. The Task Force will
issue in November the first in a series of re-
ports on what the Federal Government can
do to help bring the employment rate of

adults with disabilities into line with that of
the general population. The Task Force al-
ready has identified important ways to re-
duce barriers to work for people with disabil-
ities, and I hereby direct you to act on these
findings.

First, although awareness of the ADA is
increasing among persons with disabilities,
employers, and the general public, too many
people still are not aware of their rights and
responsibilities under the ADA. There is a
particular need to educate the small business
community, which employs most of the pri-
vate work force and includes the vast major-
ity of employers.

I therefore direct the Attorney General,
the Chair of the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission, and the Administrator of
the Small Business Administration to expand
public education regarding the requirements
of the ADA to employers, employees, and
others whose rights may be affected, with
special attention to small businesses and un-
derserved communities, such as racial and
language minorities that may not have ready
access to information that is already available.

Second, lack of adequate private health in-
surance options is a disincentive to leave So-
cial Security programs for work. Few private
health plans cover the personal assistance
and other types of services that make work
possible for many people with disabilities.
Recognizing this problem, I proposed and
the Congress passed a new Medicaid option
last year that allows people with disabilities
to buy into Medicaid without having to re-
ceive cash assistance. A number of States
have expressed an interest in offering this
new option and the Secretary of Health and
Human Services has been working with them
to do so. Much more, however, needs to be
done to increase the public outreach and
education activities about these important
laws and options.

I therefore direct the Secretary of Health
and Human Services to continue to take all
necessary actions to inform Governors, State
legislators, State Medicaid directors, con-
sumer organizations, employers, providers,
and other interested parties about section
4733 of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997.
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Section 4733 allows States to provide Medic-
aid coverage for working individuals with dis-
abilities who, because of their earnings,
would not qualify for Medicaid under current
law. Additional guidance, letters, technical
assistance, and other efforts by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services about
the enormous benefits of this option can go
a long way in encouraging States to adopt
and use this Medicaid buy-in.

This memorandum is for the internal man-
agement of the executive branch and does
not create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable by a party against
the United States, its agencies or instrumen-
talities, its officers or employees, or any other
person.

William J. Clinton

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting
July 29, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Public Broadcast-

ing Act of 1967, as amended (47 U.S.C.
396(i)), I transmit herewith the Annual Re-
port of the Corporation for Public Broadcast-
ing (CPB) for Fiscal Year 1997 and the In-
ventory of the Federal Funds Distributed to
Public Telecommunications Entities by Fed-
eral Departments and Agencies: Fiscal Year
1997.

Thirty years following the establishment of
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the
Congress can take great pride in its creation.
During these 30 years, the American public
has been educated, inspired, and enriched
by the programs and services made possible
by this investment.

The need for and the accomplishments of
this national network of knowledge have
never been more apparent, and as the at-
tached 1997 annual CPB report indicates, by
‘‘Going Digital,’’ public broadcasting will
have an ever greater capacity for fulfilling its
mission.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 29, 1998.

Remarks at the American Heritage
Rivers Designation Ceremony in
Ashe County, North Carolina

July 30, 1998

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much. Thank you for the warm welcome.
Thank you for being here. Thank you, Sheila
Morgan. Didn’t she do a good job? [Ap-
plause]

I want to——
Audience member. We love you, Mr.

President!
The President. Thank you, ma’am.

[Laughter]
I want to thank all of you. I want to espe-

cially thank my good friend Governor Hunt,
America’s premier and senior Governor on
so many issues and especially the education
of our children. He’s done a wonderful job
for you.

I want to thank Congressman Burr for his
statement, his commitment, his support of
this project, and proving once again that at
its best, America’s commitment to our natu-
ral environment and our children’s future is
a bipartisan effort.

I want to thank Congressman Rahall, my
good friend from West Virginia, for remind-
ing us that Virginia and West Virginia are
also a part of the New River designation and
very proud of it.

I thank Chair of the Federal Advisory
Commission, Dayton Duncan, and the other
members who are here today; the chair of
the American Heritage River Alliance, Peter
Stroh. I think the North Carolina poet laure-
ate, Fred Chappell, is here, and I thank him
for coming. I hope he’ll write a poem about
this.

I want to say to Chairman Yeats and May-
ors Baldwin, Brown, and Hightower, we’re
glad to be here in your neighborhood.

I would like to say a special word of thanks
to the Vice President for the magnificent
record he has established in protecting our
environment and in so many other areas of
our national life. And to my great, good
friend Erskine Bowles, perhaps the most ef-
fective Chief of Staff any President ever had,
and a relentless promoter of North Carolina
and the New River.
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