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Why? Because they’re out there doing the
right thing already, and they’re being subject
to unfair competition because they’re deter-
mined to take care of people. And they don’t
think it’s right to have somebody else get a
financial advantage with them just because
they’ve got enough power to kill a bill in Con-
gress.

So this is about the future. Man, I’m telling
you, most of the medical stories you’re going
to be hearing in the next 10 years are going
to be good medical stories—unbelievable ad-
vances in medical research. Last year—how
many people do you know, how many friends
or family members have you had in your life
who were confined to wheelchairs because
of spinal cord injuries? Last year, for the first
time ever, a laboratory animal got movement
back in its lower limbs, after its spine had
been shattered, because of a nerve trans-
plant.

How many people do you know whose
child had some sort of predisposition to a
medical condition that, if the parents had
known when the baby went home from the
hospital, they wouldn’t have suffered as
much as they did? Within 5 or 10 years every
mother will get a genetic code map of their
children’s bodies, how it works, what the
pluses and minuses are. Most of the medical
stories are going to be good stories. And
there’s going to have to be business manage-
ment brought to the medicine like everything
else. But you have to put people first.

You know, Scotty is independent. We don’t
agree on everything. When he doesn’t agree
with me, he votes the other way. And most
of the time, I imagine, his constituents
agreed more with him than me. That’s what
representatives are for. But I’ll tell you some-
thing, I never had any doubt that he was the
same person in Washington that he was in
Kentucky and that he wasn’t up there doing
rhetoric to try to inflame people for no good
reason. This election is about whether we’re
going to put the progress of the country over
the partisanship of Washington, whether
we’re going to put the people’s interest over
the interest of politics, whether we’re going
to try to make America more unified as we
go into the future or more divided.

And you really can see this Patients’ Bill
of Rights as a metaphor for every other issue.

I could give you a speech about education,
about how to preserve the environment and
grow the economy, about how we’re going
to deal with the problems so horribly mani-
fested in what we went through with our Em-
bassies in Africa and all the losses of life. But
every issue for the future—you just remem-
ber—the right answer is new ideas, old val-
ues. Take care of most people and those of
us that are doing pretty well are going to do
fine anyway. We’ll figure out how to do fine
if we’ve got a system that takes care of most
ordinary Americans.

That’s what this guy will do. He’ll be a
great Senator for the 21st century. I hope
you will help him. I hope you will help Chris
Gorman. We need every person we can in
the Congress who believes in what Scotty
stood up here and talked about today. And
I thank you for being here to help him.

God bless you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. at the
Seelbach Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to
Representative Scotty Baesler, candidate for the
U.S. Senate, and his primary election opponents,
Lt. Gov. Steve L. Henry and Charlie Owen;
Mayor Jerry E. Abramson of Louisville; Gov. Paul
E. Patton of Kentucky; Chris Gorman, candidate
for Kentucky’s Third Congressional District; Fred
Cowen, candidate for Jefferson County judge/ex-
ecutive; and John Y. Brown, former Kentucky
Governor.

Letter to Bill Joy and Ken Kennedy,
Co-Chairmen of the National
Coordination Office for Computing,
Information, and Communications
August 10, 1998

Dear Bill and Ken:
Thank you for your Interim Report advis-

ing me of the President’s Information Tech-
nology Advisory Committee’s (PITAC) find-
ings and recommendations on future direc-
tions for federal support of information tech-
nology research and development. The Vice
President joins me in thanking you and the
other PITAC members for your guidance on
how best to preserve America’s commanding
lead in computing and communications tech-
nology.
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Our nation’s economic future and the wel-
fare of our citizens depend on continued ad-
vances and innovations in the information
technologies that have produced so many re-
markable developments in science, engineer-
ing, medicine, business, and education. Sus-
tained prosperity for America requires a
steady stream of technological innovation.
The knowledge-based society of the next
century makes our participation in the front
ranks of research essential if our nation is
to capture the gains of scientific and techno-
logical advances. Half of our economic pro-
ductivity in the last half century is attrib-
utable to science and technological innova-
tion. One third of our economic growth since
1992 has been spurred by businesses in the
computing and communications industries.
Information technology sustains our global
competitiveness, provides opportunities for
lifelong learning, and expands our ability to
solve critical problems affecting our environ-
ment, health care and national security.

Through my Administration’s initiatives in
computing and communications, such as the
Next Generation Internet, the Defense Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency’s support
for breakthrough technologies, the Depart-
ment of Energy’s high performance comput-
ing programs, and the National Science
Foundation’s Knowledge and Distributed In-
telligence emphasis, we have laid the founda-
tions for the technological advances that
promise to profoundly transform the next
millennium. Yet, to maintain this momen-
tum, we must adequately fund critical federal
investments in fundamental research. In my
recent speech at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, I proposed significant in-
creases in computing and communications
research. Your proposed research agenda will
help guide Dr. Neal Lane, my Assistant for
Science and Technology, in developing a de-
tailed plan for my review.

For six years in a row, I have proposed
budget increases to sustain American leader-
ship across the frontiers of scientific knowl-
edge. Most recently, I was pleased to sign
into law the National Science Foundation
Authorization Act of 1998, which will create
new knowledge, spur innovations, foster fu-
ture breakthroughs, and provide cutting-
edge research facilities that will produce the

finest American scientists and engineers for
the 21st century. I am hopeful that the Con-
gress and my Administration can work to-
gether to advance the leading edges of com-
putational science to help us discover new
technologies that can make this a better
world. We have a duty—to ourselves, to our
children, and to future generations—to make
these and other farsighted investments in
science and technology to take America into
the next century well-equipped for the chal-
lenges and opportunities that lie ahead.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this letter.

Remarks at a Unity ’98 Dinner in
Chicago, Illinois
August 10, 1998

Thank you very much. First of all, I want
to thank all the previous speakers for saying
everything that needs to be said; I am free
to say whatever I like. I am deeply indebted,
as all of you know, to this city and this State
for many things, the most important of which
is clearly the First Lady, who asked me to
be remembered to all of you tonight.

I have a picture on my wall in my office
of Hillary and me on St. Patrick’s Day in 1992
in Chicago—that was the night of the pri-
maries in Illinois and Michigan, the night we
knew that unless the wheel completely ran
off, I would probably become the nominee
of our party. And from that day and before
to this, no place has been better to us and
to the Vice President and to our whole team
than the city of Chicago and the State of Illi-
nois. And I am profoundly grateful to all of
you, and I thank you for it.

I also want to say a word of appreciation
to Steve Grossman who has done a magnifi-
cent job. I thank Congressman Rangel who
has to put on his uniform every day. He’s
now in the most severe combat he’s been
in since the Korean war, I think, with the
Republicans in the House, but he holds up
his end right well. And I thank you, Charles.
I’m proud of you in every way.
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