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will honor the past and imagine the future
and vote on that basis, we’re going to have
a good November.

Thank you, and God bless you. [Applause]
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. in the
John Hay Room at the Hay Adams Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to John Sweeney, president,
AFL–CIO; Gerald W. McEntee, president, Amer-
ican Federation of State, County, and Municipal
Employees; Morton Bahr, president, Communica-
tions Workers of America (CWA); Gov. Roy
Romer of Colorado, general chair, Steve Gross-
man, national chair, and Leonard Barrack, na-
tional finance chair, Democratic National Com-
mittee; President Boris Yeltsin of Russia; and
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi of Japan.

Statement on Announcing Assistance
to Heat-Stricken Areas in the South
and Southwest
August 14, 1998

Today I am pleased to announce that addi-
tional relief is on the way to thousands di-
rectly impacted by the heat wave in the South
and Southwest.

On July 23, I announced the release of
$100 million in emergency Low Income
Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) funds to the 11 Southern and
Southwestern States that were hit hardest by
the heat wave. Since this time, the heat wave
has continued, so today I am directing the
Department of Health and Human Services
to release an additional $50 million in
LIHEAP assistance to those 11 States.

Funds will be released to 11 Southern and
Southwestern States: Texas, Arkansas, Lou-
isiana, South Carolina, Oklahoma, Georgia,
Florida, Alabama, Tennessee, North Caro-
lina, and Mississippi.

This scorching heat wave has destroyed
crops, caused widespread power outages, and
worst of all, led to the deaths of more than
100 Americans. The heat poses the greatest
threat to our most vulnerable citizens—chil-
dren, the disabled, and the elderly. And for
all those who cannot afford air-conditioning,
the high temperatures will continue to be
life-threatening.

The release of these emergency LIHEAP
funds will help eligible families and individ-

uals pay for costs associated with home cool-
ing, including the purchase of air-condi-
tioners and payment of electricity bills.

This emergency relief was paid for in last
year’s bipartisan balanced budget agreement.
And thanks to our bipartisan commitment,
thousands of Americans will be better able
to protect their children and families this
summer.

Statement on the Petition to the
Court of Appeals on Regulation of
Tobacco Products
August 14, 1998

The Solicitor General has today authorized
the filing of a petition in the Court of Appeals
for the Fourth Circuit seeking rehearing en
banc of the three-judge panel’s decision re-
garding FDA regulation of tobacco products.
I am firmly committed to the FDA’s rule and
its role in protecting our children from to-
bacco. Confirming the FDA’s authority over
tobacco products is necessary to help stop
young people from smoking before they start
by stopping advertising targeted at children
and curbing minors’ access to tobacco prod-
ucts. Almost 3,000 young people become
regular smokers each day, and 1,000 of them
will die prematurely as a result. If the leader-
ship in Congress would act responsibly, it
would enact bipartisan comprehensive to-
bacco legislation to confirm the FDA’s au-
thority and take this matter out of the court-
room.

Videotaped Address to the People of
Kenya and Tanzania
August 14, 1998

I am honored to address you, the people
of Kenya and Tanzania. On behalf of all the
American people, I extend our deepest con-
dolences to the families and the friends of
those Kenyans and Tanzanians who perished
in the tragic attacks in Nairobi and Dar es
Salaam.

Some of them worked alongside Ameri-
cans at our Embassies, making vital contribu-
tions to our common efforts, and we are very
grateful for their service. Others were near-
by, working hard, as they did every day. All
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