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Week Ending Friday, August 28, 1998

Statement on the 1997 National
Household Survey on Drug Abuse
August 21, 1998

Today’s 1997 National Household Survey
on Drug Abuse shows that while overall drug
use remains flat, teen drug use continues to
represent a serious and growing problem.
That is why last month, I launched a 5-year,
$2 billion youth antidrug media campaign—
to use the full force of the media to make
sure that our children get the message that
drugs are dangerous, wrong, and can kill you.
That is also why I have asked Congress to
pass a comprehensive drug strategy that aims
to cut youth drug use in half through better
prevention, more effective treatment, tough-
er law enforcement, and improved interdic-
tion. And finally, that is a powerful reason
why I have tried to do as much as possible
to curb youth use of tobacco—because as to-
day’s survey also shows, teen smokers are
about 12 times as likely to use illegal drugs
as those who don’t smoke.

But our efforts depend on all Americans—
parents, teachers, coaches, and clergy—tak-
ing responsibility and talking to our children
about the dangers of drugs, alcohol, and to-
bacco. If we all take this first and important
step, we can finally reverse this longstanding
trend and help keep our Nation’s children
drug-free.

NOTE: This statement was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

Executive Order 13099—Prohibiting
Transactions With Terrorists Who
Threaten To Disrupt the Middle East
Peace Process
August 20, 1998

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
International Emergency Economic Powers

Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.),
and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code,

I, William J. Clinton, President of the
United States of America, in order to take
additional steps with respect to grave acts of
violence committed by foreign terrorists that
disrupt the Middle East peace process and
the national emergency described and de-
clared in Executive Order 12947 of January
23, 1995, hereby order:

Section 1. The title of the Annex to Exec-
utive Order 12947 of January 23, 1995, is re-
vised to read ‘‘TERRORISTS WHO THREATEN
TO DISRUPT THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE
PROCESS.’’

Sec. 2. The Annex to Executive Order
12947 of January 23, 1995, is amended by
adding thereto the following persons in ap-
propriate alphabetical order:

Usama bin Muhammad bin Awad bin
Ladin (a.k.a. Usama bin Ladin)

Islamic Army (a.k.a. Al-Qaida, Islamic Sal-
vation Foundation, The Islamic Army for the
Liberation of the Holy Places, The World Is-
lamic Front for Jihad Against Jews and Cru-
saders, and The Group for the Preservation
of the Holy Sites)

Abu Hafs al-Masri
Rifa’i Ahmad Taha Musa
Sec. 3. Nothing contained in this order

shall create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable by any party
against the United States, its agencies or in-
strumentalities, its officers or employees, or
any other person.

Sec. 4. (a) This order is effective at 12:01
a.m., eastern daylight time on August 21,
1998.

(b) This order shall be transmitted to the
Congress and published in the Federal Reg-
ister.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 20, 1998.
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1650 Aug. 22 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 24, 1998]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on August 22, and
it was published in the Federal Register on August
25.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Executive Order on
Terrorist Who Threaten To Disrupt
the Middle East Peace Process
August 20, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On January 23, 1995, in light of the threat

posed by grave acts of violence committed
by foreign terrorists that disrupt the Middle
East peace process, using my authority
under, inter alia, the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701
et seq.), I declared a national emergency and
issued Executive Order 12947. Because such
terrorist activities continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States, I have renewed the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
12947 annually, most recently on January 21,
1998.

Pursuant to section 204(b) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1703(b)) and section 201 of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1631),
I hereby report to the Congress that I have
exercised my statutory authority to issue an
Executive Order that amends Executive
Order 12947 in order more effectively to re-
spond to the worldwide threat posed by for-
eign terrorists.

The amendment to the Annex of Executive
Order 12947 adds Usama bin Muhammad
bin Awad bin Ladin (a.k.a. Usama bin Ladin),
Islamic Army, Abu Hafs al-Masri, and Rifa’i
Ahmad Taha Musa to the list of terrorists
that are subject to the prohibitions contained
in the Executive Order. These prohibitions
include the blocking of all property and inter-
ests in the property of the terrorists listed
in the Annex, the prohibition of any trans-
action or dealing by United States persons
or within the United States in property or
interests in property of the persons des-

ignated, and the prohibition of any trans-
action by any United States persons or within
the United States that evades or avoids, or
has the purpose of evading or avoiding, any
of the prohibitions set forth in the Executive
Order.

Usama bin Ladin and his organizations and
associates have repeatedly called upon their
supporters to perform acts of violence. Bin
Ladin has declared that killing Americans
and their allies ‘‘is an individual duty for
every Muslim . . . in order to liberate the
Al-Aqsa Mosque and the Holy Mosque.’’
These threats are clearly intended to vio-
lently disrupt the Middle East peace process.

This Executive Order does not limit or
otherwise affect the other provisions of Exec-
utive Order 12947.

I have authorized these actions in view of
the danger posed to the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United
States by the activities of Usama bin Muham-
mad bin Awad bin Ladin (a.k.a. Usama bin
Ladin), Islamic Army, Abu Hafs al-Masri,
and Rifa’i Ahmad Taha Musa that disrupt the
Middle East peace process. I am enclosing
a copy of the Executive Order that I have
issued exercising my emergency authorities.

Sincerely,
Bill Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on August 22.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Military Action Against
Terrorist Sites in Afghanistan and
Sudan
August 21, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
At approximately 1:30 p.m. eastern day-

light time, on August 20, 1998, at my direc-
tion, US. forces conducted strikes in Afghani-
stan against a series of camps and installa-
tions used by the Usama bin Ladin organiza-
tion, and in Sudan where the bin Ladin orga-
nization has facilities and extensive ties to the
government. I ordered these actions based
on convincing information from a variety of
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reliable sources that the bin Ladin organiza-
tion is responsible for the devastating bomb-
ings on August 7, 1998, of the U.S. Embas-
sies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania, that killed over 250 persons.
United States forces struck a facility in Sudan
being used to produce materials for chemical
weapons. They also struck facilities in Af-
ghanistan that are being used for terrorist
training and as basing and supply camps for
staging terrorist activities.

The United States acted in exercise of our
inherent right of self-defense consistent with
Article 51 of the United Nations Charter.
These strikes were a necessary and propor-
tionate response to the imminent threat of
further terrorist attacks against U.S. person-
nel and facilities. These strikes were in-
tended to prevent and deter additional at-
tacks by a clearly identified terrorist threat.
The targets were selected because they
served to facilitate directly the efforts of ter-
rorists specifically identified with attacks on
U.S. personnel and facilities and posed a con-
tinuing threat to U.S. lives.

The U.S. forces involved in these strikes
have completed their mission. No U.S. per-
sonnel were injured or killed in connection
with this action.

I directed these actions pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution.
I appreciate the support of the Congress as
we continue to take all necessary steps to pro-
tect U.S. citizens at home and abroad.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 22.

The President’s Radio Address
August 22, 1998

Good morning. I want to talk to you about
our strike against terrorism last Thursday.

Two weeks ago a savage attack was carried
out against our Embassies in Kenya and Tan-
zania. Almost 300 innocent people were
killed; thousands were injured. The bombs
were aimed at us, but they claimed anyone
who happened to be near the Embassies that
morning. They killed both Africans and
Americans indiscriminately, cruelty beyond
comprehension.

From the moment we learned of the
bombings our mission was clear: Identify
those responsible; bring them to justice; pro-
tect our citizens from future attacks.

The information now in our possession is
convincing. Behind these attacks were the
same hands that killed American and Paki-
stani peacekeepers in Somalia, the same
hands that targeted U.S. airlines, and the
same hands that plotted the assassinations of
the Pope and President Mubarak of Egypt.
I’m referring to the bin Ladin network of
radical groups, probably the most dangerous,
non-state terrorist actor in the world today.

We also had compelling evidence that the
bin Ladin network was poised to strike at
us again, and soon. We know he has said all
Americans—not just those in uniform—all
Americans are targets. And we know he
wants to acquire chemical weapons.

With that information and evidence, we
simply could not stand idly by. That is why
I ordered our military strikes last Thursday.
Our goals were to disrupt bin Ladin’s terror-
ist network and destroy elements of its infra-
structure in Afghanistan and Sudan. And our
goal was to destroy, in Sudan, the factory
with which bin Ladin’s network is associated,
which was producing an ingredient essential
for nerve gas.

I am proud of the men and women of our
Armed Forces who carried out this mission
and proud of the superb work of our intel-
ligence and law enforcement communities.
I thank the congressional leadership for their
bipartisan support. And I’m grateful to
America’s friends around the world who have
expressed their solidarity. For this is not just
America’s fight; it’s a universal one, between
those who want to build a world of peace
and partnership and prosperity, and those
who would tear everything down through
death and destruction. A fight that joins peo-
ple, from Northern Ireland and Africa and
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the Middle East. A fight not directed at any
particular nation or any particular faith but
at a callous, criminal organization whose poli-
cies of violence violate the teachings of every
religion.

In particular, it is very important that
Americans understand that the threat we
face is not part of the Islamic faith. Hundreds
of millions of Muslims all over the world, in-
cluding millions right here in the United
States, oppose terrorism and deplore the
twisting of their religious teachings into jus-
tification of inhumane, indeed, ungodly acts.

Our efforts against terrorism cannot and
will not end with this strike. We should have
realistic expectations about what a single ac-
tion can achieve. And we must be prepared
for a long battle. But it’s high time that those
who traffic in terror learn they, too, are vul-
nerable.

I’m determined to use all the tools at our
disposal. That is why I have just signed an
Executive order directing the Treasury to
block all financial transactions between the
bin Ladin terrorist group and American per-
sons and companies. We’ll urge other gov-
ernments to do the same. We must not allow
sanctuary for terrorism—not for terrorists or
for their money. It takes money, lots of it,
to build the network bin Ladin has. We’ll
do our best to see that he has less of it.

Finally, as we close ranks against inter-
national threats, we must remember this:
America will never give up the openness, the
freedom, and the tolerance that define us.
For the ultimate target of these terrorist at-
tacks is our ideals, and they must be de-
fended at any cost.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:55 a.m.
on August 21 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 22.
This transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 21 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his ad-
dress, the President referred to Pope John Paul
II; President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt; and Usama
bin Ladin, who allegedly sponsored terrorist at-
tacks on the U.S. Embassies in Kenya and Tanza-
nia.

Statement on Progress Against
Drunk Driving
August 24, 1998

The data released today by the Depart-
ment of Transportation shows that we are
making real progress in protecting Americans
from drunk drivers. Last year, the number
of people killed in alcohol-related crashes
dropped to an all-time low, representing a
decline of over a third since 1982. For the
first time since we started keeping these sta-
tistics in 1975, drunk driving deaths ac-
counted for less than 40 percent of all traffic
deaths. And alcohol-related fatalities among
16- to 20-year-olds dropped by 5 percent last
year alone.

Our progress is the result of stronger laws,
tougher enforcement, and increased public
awareness. In particular, today’s statistics
show the importance of the legislation I
fought for and signed 3 years ago to ensure
zero tolerance for underage drinking and
driving. But there is more we must do. We
could save even more lives by passing a tough
national standard of impaired driving at .08
blood alcohol content (BAC)—and I con-
tinue to challenge the Congress to enact this
life-saving measure. If we work together, we
can spare thousands of families from the grief
and anger of losing a loved one to a prevent-
able drunk driving crash, and make our
roads, highways, and communities safer for
all Americans.

Statement on the Death of Lewis F.
Powell, Jr.
August 25, 1998

Hillary and I are deeply saddened by the
death of Justice Lewis F. Powell, Jr., one of
our most thoughtful and conscientious Jus-
tices. For over 15 years on the Supreme
Court, he approached each case without an
ideological agenda, carefully applying the
Constitution, the law, and Supreme Court
precedent regardless of his own personal
views about the case. His opinions were a
model of balance and judiciousness. As a re-
sult, he was the decisive voice on the Court
in addressing some of the most important
issues of our day.
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Justice Powell was an admirable public
servant. Our thoughts and prayers are with
his loved ones.

Proclamation 7117—Death of Lewis
F. Powell, Jr.
August 25, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As a mark of respect for the memory of

Lewis F. Powell, Jr., retired Associate Justice
of the Supreme Court of the United States,
I hereby order, by the authority vested in
me as President by the Constitution and laws
of the United States of America, that the flag
of the United States shall be flown at half-
staff on the day of his interment. On such
day the flag shall be flown at half-staff until
sunset upon all public buildings and grounds,
at all military posts and naval stations, and
on all naval vessels of the Federal Govern-
ment in the District of Columbia and
throughout the United States and its Terri-
tories and possessions; and at all United
States embassies, legations, consular offices,
and other facilities abroad, including all mili-
tary facilities and naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of August, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:12 a.m., August 26, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 27.

Executive Order 13100—President’s
Council on Food Safety
August 25, 1998

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
improve the safety of the food supply

through science-based regulation and well-
coordinated inspection, enforcement, re-
search, and education programs, it is hereby
ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment of President’s
Council on Food Safety. (a) There is estab-
lished the President’s Council on Food Safe-
ty (‘‘Council’’). The Council shall comprise
the Secretaries of Agriculture, Commerce,
Health and Human Services, the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the Assistant to
the President for Science and Technology/
Director of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy, the Assistant to the President
for Domestic Policy, and the Director of the
National Partnership for Reinventing Gov-
ernment. The Council shall consult with
other Federal agencies and State, local, and
tribal government agencies, and consumer,
producer, scientific, and industry groups, as
appropriate.

(b) The Secretaries of Agriculture and of
Health and Human Services and the Assist-
ant to the President for Science and Tech-
nology/Director of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy shall serve as Joint Chairs
of the Council.

Sec. 2. Purpose. The purpose of the Coun-
cil shall be to develop a comprehensive stra-
tegic plan for Federal food safety activities,
taking into consideration the findings and
recommendations of the National Academy
of Sciences report ‘‘Ensuring Safe Food from
Production to Consumption’’ and other input
from the public on how to improve the effec-
tiveness of the current food safety system.
The Council shall make recommendations to
the President on how to advance Federal ef-
forts to implement a comprehensive science-
based strategy to improve the safety of the
food supply and to enhance coordination
among Federal agencies, State, local, and
tribal governments, and the private sector.
The Council shall advise Federal agencies in
setting priority areas for investment in food
safety.

Sec. 3. Specific Activities and Functions.
(a) The Council shall develop a comprehen-
sive strategic Federal food safety plan that
contains specific recommendations on need-
ed changes, including measurable outcome
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goals. The principal goal of the plan should
be the establishment of a seamless, science-
based food safety system. The plan should
address the steps necessary to achieve this
goal, including the key public health, re-
source, and management issues regarding
food safety. The planning process should
consider both short-term and long-term
issues including new and emerging threats
and the special needs of vulnerable popu-
lations such as children and the elderly. In
developing this plan, the Council shall con-
sult with all interested parties, including
State and local agencies, tribes, consumers,
producers, industry, and academia.

(b) Consistent with the comprehensive
strategic Federal food safety plan described
in section 3(a) of this order, the Council shall
advise agencies of priority areas for invest-
ment in food safety and ensure that Federal
agencies annually develop coordinated food
safety budgets for submission to the OMB
that sustain and strengthen existing capac-
ities, eliminate duplication, and ensure the
most effective use of resources for improving
food safety. The Council shall also ensure
that Federal agencies annually develop a uni-
fied budget for submission to the OMB for
the President’s Food Safety Initiative and
such other food safety issues as the Council
determines appropriate.

(c) The Council shall ensure that the Joint
Institute for Food Safety Research (JIFSR),
in consultation with the National Science and
Technology Council, establishes mechanisms
to guide Federal research efforts toward the
highest priority food safety needs. The JIFSR
shall report to the Council on a regular basis
on its efforts: (i) to develop a strategic plan
for conducting food safety research activities
consistent with the President’s Food Safety
Initiative and such other food safety activities
as the JIFSR determines appropriate; and (ii)
to coordinate efficiently, within the executive
branch and with the private sector and aca-
demia, all Federal food safety research.

Sec. 4. Cooperation. All actions taken by
the Council shall, as appropriate, promote
partnerships and cooperation with States,
tribes, and other public and private sector
efforts wherever possible to improve the
safety of the food supply.

Sec. 5. General Provisions. This order is
intended only to improve the internal man-
agement of the executive branch and is not
intended to, nor does it, create any right or
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law by a party against the United
States, its agencies, its officers or any person.
Nothing in this order shall affect or alter the
statutory responsibilities of any Federal
agency charged with food safety responsibil-
ities.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 25, 1998.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 26, 1998]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on August 27.

Memorandum on the National
Academy of Sciences Report on Food
Safety
August 25, 1998

Memorandum for the President’s Council on
Food Safety
Subject: National Academy of Sciences
Report

My Administration is committed to ensur-
ing that the American people enjoy the safest
food possible. We have made great progress
by implementing science-based prevention
control systems for seafood, meat, and poul-
try; developing a comprehensive initiative to
ensure the safety of domestic and imported
fruits and vegetables; and launching an inter-
agency food safety initiative that focuses on
key food safety issues from the farm to the
table. We can and must continue to build
upon these efforts.

Under our current food safety system, sev-
eral different Federal agencies have respon-
sibility for improving food safety. Within the
framework of our interagency initiative, we
have taken a number of steps to improve the
coordination of our food safety efforts. Most
recently, we established a Joint Institute for
Food Safety Research to develop a strategic
plan for conducting food safety research ac-
tivities and to coordinate all Federal food

VerDate 28-AUG-98 08:04 Sep 02, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P35AU4.025 TXED02 PsN: TXED02



1655Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Aug. 27

safety research, including with the private
sector and academia.

Today, I signed an Executive Order estab-
lishing the President’s Council on Food Safe-
ty. To strengthen and focus our efforts to co-
ordinate food safety policy and resources and
improve food safety for American consumers,
the Council will develop a comprehensive
strategic plan for Federal food safety activi-
ties, ensure the most effective use of Federal
resources through the development and sub-
mission of coordinated food safety budgets,
and oversee the Joint Institute for Food Safe-
ty Research.

The National Academy of Sciences (NAS)
recently issued a thoughtful and highly in-
formative report on food safety issues, enti-
tled ‘‘Ensuring Safe Food from Production
to Consumption.’’ This report recommends
additional ways to enhance coordination and
improve effectiveness in the food safety sys-
tem, including through reform of current
food safety legislation.

I hereby direct the Council to review and
respond to this report as one of its first orders
of business. After providing opportunity for
public comment, including public meetings,
the Council shall report back to me within
180 days with its views on the NAS’s rec-
ommendations. In developing this report, the
Council should take into account the com-
prehensive strategic Federal food safety plan
that it will be developing.

I thank the Council for its efforts to im-
prove food safety, and I look forward to the
continued leadership of the President’s
Council on Food Safety.

William J. Clinton

Statement on the Bombings in South
Africa and Uganda
August 26, 1998

Hillary and I join the American people in
extending our deepest sympathies to the vic-
tims of bomb attacks in South Africa and
Uganda on August 25, and to their families
and friends. We reaffirm our unshakeable
friendship and support for them and for all
of the people of South Africa and Uganda.

The United States condemns in the strong-
est possible terms these senseless attacks on

innocent civilians that have taken the lives
of at least 29 Ugandans and 2 South Africans.

Earlier this month, South Africa provided
immediate and invaluable assistance to the
United States, Kenya, and Tanzania in the
wake of the bombings of the U.S. Embassies
in those countries. We are grateful for the
generous response and will do what we can
to assist South Africa and Uganda in the wake
of these senseless acts.

Remarks Announcing Safe Schools
and Police Corps Initiatives in
Worcester, Massachusetts

August 27, 1998

Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, first let
me thank you for your remarkable and warm
welcome. I’m glad to be here in Worcester,
the heartbeat of Massachusetts for 150 years
now, and in this grand hall where so many
great Americans have spoken, from Fred-
erick Douglas to Susan B. Anthony to Henry
David Thoreau. I’m honored to share this
stage with Kathleen Bisson, and I thank her
for her commitment to teaching our children
and for keeping them safe, and with Officer
Michael Jones, who moved us all with how
he responded to his personal tragedy.

Mr. Mayor, I thought you gave a great talk.
When he was up here kind of moving around,
doing his shtick, I said—I was amazed. Kath-
leen said, ‘‘You know, he ought to be in Hol-
lywood. You should see the rap act he does
for the school kids.’’ [Laughter] So I thank
you.

Chief Gardella, I cannot thank you enough
for what you said, and I appreciate more than
you will ever know the impact that we have
had the opportunity to have through the
community policing and the other law en-
forcement programs.

I thank Scott Harshbarger, who has been
a friend of mine for a long time, and who
has, I can tell you from my personal experi-
ence not only as President but even before
when I was Governor, always been on the
forefront of law enforcement reforms that
would give our children a safer future.

I thank Congressman McGovern who has
worked in both—the areas we celebrate
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today and in so many other ways. It’s interest-
ing to see a man who both—knows what he’s
doing down to the tiniest detail about how
Congress works and how the committees
work and how the procedures work. And I
think Congressman Moakley’s tutelage had
something to do with that before he showed
up. But it’s interesting to see someone who
has that feel for the mechanics and also is
plainly so connected at an emotional, human
level to the people in his district and so pas-
sionately cares about it and was able to con-
vey that to all of us today through the won-
derful metaphor of his wife and young
child—and if you want to cry, go right ahead.
[Laughter]

Let me also thank Congressman Markey,
who is here, and Congressman Neal for com-
ing out to the airport to meet me. I thank
Senator Kerry, who has long been one of the
leaders in law enforcement issues in the Con-
gress, for his involvement in both these
issues. And I thank Senator Kennedy for
making sure that even though this is the end
of a long program, none of us could possibly
go to sleep. [Laughter] I always marvel at
his continuing energy and commitment and
dedication. And some days when I get tired
and weary, I think, he’s been doing this
longer than I have, and he never gets tired
or weary. And that’s a good thing.

Let me say—I have a few brief things to
add to what has been said about the two
issues we came here to discuss today. But
because this is my only opportunity to speak
with you and, through you, to the American
people, I want to say a couple of things about
Hurricane Bonnie and the havoc it’s wreaked
in North Carolina over the last day, and the
flooding caused in Texas by Tropical Storm
Charley.

I know that all of our hearts go out to the
families affected by these storms. Yesterday
I declared a disaster in Texas because of the
flooding, and today there’s a disaster declara-
tion that has just been issued for North Caro-
lina. That makes Federal funds available im-
mediately to people who have been harmed
in both places.

Thankfully, the winds are dying down in
North Carolina. Hopefully, the floods soon
will recede in Texas. In both cases, FEMA,
our Federal Emergency Management Agen-

cy, is working with State and local agencies
to assess the damage and to stay there for
as long as it takes to help the people rebuild.

While we’re here today, Vice President
and Mrs. Gore and Secretary of Education
Dick Riley are in California talking about the
same things, our common commitment to
make our streets and our schools safe for
families and children.

This is, as Senator Kennedy noted, a time
of great prosperity for our people. We have
the lowest unemployment in 28 years, the
smallest percentage of people on welfare in
29 years, about to realize the first balanced
budget and surplus in 29 years, and we
learned not very long ago that homeowner-
ship is at its highest rate in American history.
And this has occurred at a time when we
have reduced the Government to the small-
est size it has had since John Kennedy was
the President of the United States.

I come here, as I have gone across this
country, to say to my fellow Americans, this
is not a time to celebrate but to be grateful.
It is not a time to rest on our laurels but
to use the confidence, the resources, and the
understanding we have acquired for the last
6 years to face the long-term challenges of
this country, for the world is changing very
quickly, full of new challenges.

Senator Kennedy mentioned one of them,
the problem of terrorism, which has become
a bigger problem for us as we become more
open and as information and money and
technology can move around the world so
quickly, as people themselves can move
across borders so quickly. These multi-
national problems like terrorism or even the
global spread of disease or shared environ-
mental problems are things that visionaries
must think about and take steps now to pre-
pare for.

The world will never be free of problems.
And we know that the world is changing fast,
which means that if we wish to maintain our
present level of success, we must keep up.
We cannot afford to relax. We must become
more rigorous. And we must—I say again—
use the newfound confidence of America to
think more boldly, not less boldly, and to act
more boldly, not less boldly, for our chil-
dren’s future.
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There is critical business ahead of us, busi-
ness that we will take up as soon as Congress
comes back to work. One of the Members
who spoke before me mentioned it, but we
want to make sure—I think Congressman
McGovern did—we want to make sure that
we have saved the Social Security system for
the 21st century before a penny of that sur-
plus is touched. We think it is important.

We want to help the teachers like Kate
Bisson, not only with school violence but with
the tools necessary to move our children for-
ward. I have an education agenda before the
Congress that would provide funds in the
balanced budget for school construction, to
help repair and rebuild and build new build-
ings so that children aren’t in substandard
conditions. We have children going to school
in some cities in America today in buildings
that are 65, 70, 80 years old, where the win-
dows are broken, where they go in—where
whole floors are closed down. What kind of
signal does that send to children about their
importance?

In other parts of our country we have chil-
dren going to school in house trailers because
the school districts are growing so fast and
there’s no way the people can afford to keep
up with it. I was in a small school district
in Florida recently where there were 17 trail-
ers outside the main school building. This
is important.

We have a program to help our school dis-
tricts hire 100,000 teachers in the early
grades so we can get down to an average class
size of 18. It is the single most significant
thing that the research shows, over more
than a decade now, that will guarantee that
children will get off to a good start in school.

We’re trying to hook up all our classrooms
to the Internet. We’re trying to support the
establishment of voluntary national stand-
ards. We are trying, in short, to make sure
we can say to our children: No matter where
you grow up or what your racial or ethnic
or income background is, you have access to
the finest system of elementary and second-
ary education in the world. That’s a big part
of our agenda.

We have a huge health care agenda, and
it begins with the Patients’ Bill of Rights.
With 160 million people in managed care op-
erations, people ought to have a right, what-

ever their health care plan, to see a specialist
if their doctor recommends it, to have emer-
gency room care where it’s needed if they
have an accident, to have their medical
records kept private, to be able to appeal ad-
verse decisions. These things are important.

And so I say to you, we need your help.
There’s going to be a big debate on campaign
finance reform when we get back in—the
Shays-Meehan amends bill, that is cospon-
sored by Congressman Meehan from Massa-
chusetts, is going to be in a version before
the United States Senate. And our people
are going to work hard to pass it. There will
be major environmental debates when we get
back. And these things are important.

So I say to you, the energy that brought
you here today, the concern you have for
these issues, you need to bring it back to
every single major challenge this country
faces. If I had told you 6 years ago that in
6 years we would have 16 million new jobs
and all these other things, you would have
said, ‘‘There’s another politician running for
office.’’ It happened not by accident but be-
cause of the hard work and the vision and
the citizen spirit of the American people and
the disciplined efforts that we have all made.
And we must not forget that now that times
are good.

We also can’t forget that unless we make
our communities, our schools, and our chil-
dren safe, prosperity doesn’t mean very
much. That is why this is at the core of what
we have tried to do.

I told this story many times, but I want
you to let me share it one more time. Right
before the New Hampshire primary in 1992,
a period when I was dropping like a rock
in the polls—I have some experience with
that—I was going through a kitchen in New
York City. And I was walking to one of these
banquets, one of these fundraising banquets.
I didn’t have any idea whether it would be
three people or 300 or 700 when I got out
the door. I was just walking through the
kitchen to get there.

And a waiter came up to me, in this nice
hotel in New York. And I wasn’t very well-
known then. I was the Governor of Arkansas.
I just started running in New Hampshire.
And this man came up to me and stopped
me, and he said, ‘‘Mr. Governor, I want to
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talk to you.’’ He said, ‘‘My 10-year-old boy
here in New York,’’ he said, ‘‘he studies these
elections, and he reads up on the candidates,
and he says I should vote for you.’’ He said,
‘‘Now, if I vote for you, I want you to do
something for me.’’ I said, ‘‘Well, what is it?’’
I couldn’t imagine what this man who was
a waiter in a hotel in New York wanted me
to do for him. He said, ‘‘Well, the place
where we came from in the old country, we
were much poorer, but at least we were
free.’’ He said, ‘‘Here I make more money,
but we’re not free. When my boy goes across
our apartment house, across the street to play
in the city park, I have to go with him be-
cause I’m afraid for his safety. Our school
is only a couple of blocks from our apart-
ment, but I have to walk him because I’m
afraid for his safety. So if I do what my boy
wants and I vote for you, would you make
my boy free?’’ I will never forget that as long
as I live.

The comprehensive approach we followed
on crime is basically what, as Senator Kerry
said and he certainly supported it very
strongly, is just what the local law enforce-
ment people and the local community lead-
ers taught us to do: Be smart about preven-
tion; be smart about giving kids something
to say yes to; be smart about law enforcement
patterns; be smart about punishment. Crime
rates are now at a 25-year low, juvenile crime
is finally coming down. People do think, I
think, that they are more free.

We have worked hard especially in the
schools with the Safe and Drug-Free Schools
program. We’ve supported communities in
schools that offer antitruancy, curfew, school
uniforms, and dress code policies. We have
strictly enforced zero tolerance for guns. Last
year alone, over 6,000 students with guns
were disarmed and sent home. This year, re-
cently, a new report showed that the over-
whelming majority of our schools are, in fact,
safe. But it’s not enough, as we know from
the recent rash of killings in our schools all
over the country.

When children in inner-city schools have
to walk through metal detectors, when high
schools in small towns like Jonesboro, Arkan-
sas, in my home State, or Springfield, Or-
egon, are torn apart by disturbed children
with deadly weapons, when gang violence

still ravages communities large and small, we
have to do more.

This fall, we are going to hold the first-
ever White House Conference on School
Safety, and today we’re taking two steps that
I think will make our schools safer and our
communities stronger. First, offering a guide
to help prevent school violence before it
starts and, second, expanding the remarkable
Police Corps program to Massachusetts and
elsewhere.

Let me show you what this early warning
guide is all about. Earlier this year, in the
aftermath of the tragedy of Springfield, Or-
egon, I actually went there to Springfield,
and I spent an extended period of time in
the school library, going from table to table
to table, meeting with the families of the vic-
tims, children who had been killed and a
much larger number of children who had
been wounded. I talked to the school offi-
cials. I asked them what they knew about
the young man who was apparently involved
in this incident. I asked them how they dealt
with kids who were in trouble; how did they
know when children were in trouble. And
we began to ask other people, and we con-
cluded that not everybody knew everything
they needed to know in clear, practical terms
about how to spot the danger signals early
and then what to do about them.

So I asked Secretary Riley and Attorney
General Reno to develop the safe school
guides for educators, for parents, for fellow
students, to help them recognize and then
respond to early warning signs. This is the
guide. It says, ‘‘Early Warning Timely Re-
sponse: A Guide to Safe Schools.’’ Now, over
the next few weeks, every single school in
America will get a copy of this in time for
the start of the new school year. It will help
schools to recognize a troubled or potentially
violent young person. It outlines steps to in-
tervene early before it’s too late.

As Secretary Riley and General Reno say
in their introduction, the guide should never
be used to stigmatize or label young people
in distress. Instead, it should be used as a
vital part of overall school violence preven-
tion efforts that have to include, as others
have said before and as your mayor said
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about Worcester, every teacher, every par-
ent, and every young person. This guide can
make a difference in the lives of our children.

The Police Corps can also make a dif-
ference. It embodies the same commitment
to every person and the commitment to pub-
lic service that was embodied in the life serv-
ice of John and Robert Kennedy.

I first heard about the Police Corps from
Adam Wolinsky, who has previously been eu-
logized by Senators Kerry and Kennedy,
when I was the Governor of Arkansas. I was
so impressed by this program and by Adam’s
commitment to it, that I became a charter
member of the National Committee for the
Police Corps on the spot. Adam and his wife,
Jane, are here and I know they’ve already
been introduced, but I want you to know that
we would not be here talking about this today
were it not for this one American citizen and
his harboring a dream for years and years
and years until it became real in the lives
of people. And I thank him for it.

When I was Governor, I signed a bill to
create a Police Corps scholarship program
in our home State. And when I became Presi-
dent, thanks to the efforts of Senator Ken-
nedy, Senator Kerry, and others, especially
of Lieutenant Governor Kathleen Kennedy
Townsend of Maryland and Adam, we put
the Police Corps in the 1994 crime bill.

We’ve already heard that, much in the way
that ROTC functions, this remarkable pro-
gram gives talented young people college
scholarships in return for their commitment
to serve as police officers in their commu-
nities. I should mention, as was pointed out
to me here today before I came here, that
a preference is given to one group only, the
children of police officers killed in the line
of duty. And I understand that the State po-
lice here has already identified several young
people who are the children of police officers
who have died in the line of service in Massa-
chusetts who, themselves, want to go into law
enforcement and would be eligible to get
these scholarships.

In 17 States around the country, that’s
what the Police Corps is already doing, creat-
ing a new generation of police officers
trained to stand on the front lines and listen
on the front porches, to work in distressed

communities and be role models for young
people.

Now, the young members of the Police
Corps who are here with us today—and I
think there are some, aren’t there? Are there
any Police Corps members here today?
What? Stand up. [Applause] Thank you. We
have invested in their honor, their courage,
their commitment to community and coun-
try. We need more like them. That is why
the announcement we make today expanding
the Police Corps to 6 more States, including
Massachusetts, awarding scholarships to
more than 300 dedicated young people, is
a good thing for the United States.

This Police Corps is an incredible example
of what we can do when we put progress
ahead of partisanship, people ahead of poli-
tics, the future of our children ahead of all
else. As the mayor said in referring to the
First Lady, it does take a village. But both
of us note, as we travel around the country—
and Hillary mentioned to me just about a
week ago when she came back from another
stop—it is astonishing—it is astonishing how
many places we go will there be somebody
in the receiving line who will thank us for
the community police officers in their com-
munity, large and small.

Robert Kennedy once said, ‘‘The fight
against crime is, in the last analysis, a fight
to preserve that quality of community which
is at the root of our greatness, a fight to pre-
serve confidence in ourselves and in our fel-
low citizens, a battle for the quality of our
lives.’’ With these actions, we move a step
closer to winning that battle for all our people
and to building that bridge toward a strong
America in the 21st century.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 p.m. at Mechan-
ics Hall. In his remarks, he referred to Kathleen
Bisson, teacher, Burncoat Middle School, who in-
troduced the President; Officer Michael D. Jones,
Baltimore City, MD, police department; Mayor
Raymond V. Mariano of Worcester; Worcester
Chief of Police Edward P. Gardella; Massachu-
setts Attorney General Scott Harshbarger; and
Adam Wolinsky, founder, Police Corps.
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Statement on Vice President Al
Gore’s 1996 Campaign Financing
Activities
August 27, 1998

I am confident that all of the Vice Presi-
dent’s actions were legal and proper and that
any review will conclude that.

Statement on the Arrest of
Mohammad Rashid for the Terrorist
Attack on the United States Embassy
in Kenya
August 27, 1998

Late last night, American law enforcement
authorities brought to the United States Mo-
hammad Rashid, a suspect in the bombing
attack on the United States Embassy in
Nairobi, Kenya. The suspect’s involvement in
the bombing was established as the result of
a joint investigation by the Kenyan police and
an FBI team. He is associated with Usama
bin Ladin, the pre-eminent organizer and
financier of international terrorism whose
network we struck in Afghanistan and Sudan
last week.

This arrest does not close this case. We
will continue to pursue all those who helped
plan, finance, and carry out the attacks on
our Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, which
took the lives of 12 Americans and hundreds
of Africans.

Let me express my gratitude to our law
enforcement and intelligence agencies for a
job very well done and to the Kenyan and
Tanzanian authorities for their hard work and
close cooperation with the FBI.

This is an important step forward in our
struggle against terrorism, but there is a long
road ahead. The enemies of peace and free-
dom undoubtedly will strike again. Our re-
solve must be for the long run. We have and
we will continue to use all the tools at our
disposal—law enforcement, diplomacy, and
when necessary, America’s military might.
No matter what it takes, how long it takes,
or where it takes us, we will bring to justice
those responsible for the murder and maim-
ing of American citizens. We will defend our
interests, our people, and our values.

Remarks on the 35th Anniversary of
the March on Washington in Oak
Bluffs, Massachusetts
August 28, 1998

Thank you very much. First of all hasn’t
this day made you proud to be an American?
[Applause] I want to thank Dr. Ogletree and
the entire committee—Skip Gates, Anita
Hill, Judge Higginbotham. I want to thank
Sebastian for doing a superb job of remind-
ing us of the important facts of Martin Lu-
ther King’s life. Marianne, thank you for your
work and your words today. I thank Sabrina
and Elza for leading us in the singing, and
Giles, Olivia, and Mia for reading from the
‘‘I Have A Dream’’ speech. Rebecca, thank
you for the books. Mr. Bryan, thank you for
making us welcome in your congregation.

And should I say, Reverend Lewis? John,
I would not be a bit surprised if when we
walk out these doors today every chicken on
this island will be standing out there—
[laughter]—in the street waiting for their
leader. [Laughter]

John Lewis has been my friend for a long
time—a long time. A long time before he
could have ever known that I would be here.
And he stood with me in 1991 when only
my mother and my wife thought I had any
chance of being elected. So you have to make
allowances and discount some of what he
says. [Laughter] But I treasure the years of
friendship we have shared. I have boundless
admiration for him. He and Lillian have been
an incredible source of strength and support
for Hillary and me, and our country is a
much, much better place because of the road
John Lewis has walked.

The summer of 1963 was a very eventful
one for me, the summer I turned 17. What
most people know about it now is the famous
picture of me shaking hands with President
Kennedy in July. It was a great moment. But
I think the moment we commemorate
today—a moment I experienced all alone—
had a more profound impact on my life.

Most of us who are old enough remember
exactly where we were on August 28, 1963.
I was in my living room in Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas. I remember the chair I was sitting
in. I remember exactly where it was in the
room. I remember exactly the position of the
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chair when I sat and watched on national tel-
evision the great March on Washington un-
fold. I remember weeping uncontrollably
during Martin Luther King’s speech, and I
remember thinking when it was over, my
country would never be the same, and nei-
ther would I.

There are people all across this country
who made a more intense commitment to
the idea of racial equality and justice that
day than they had ever made before. And
so, in very personal ways, all of us became
better and bigger because of the work of
those who brought that great day about.
There are millions of people who John Lewis
will never meet who are better and bigger
because of what that day meant.

And the words continue to echo down to
the present day, spoken to us today by chil-
dren who were not even alive then. And God
willing, their grandchildren will also be in-
spired and moved and become better and
bigger because of what happened on that in-
creasingly distant summer day.

What I’d like to ask you to think about
a little today and to share with you—and I’ll
try to do it without taking my spectacles out,
but I don’t write very well, and I don’t read
too well as I get older—is what I think this
means for us today. I was trying to think
about what John and Dr. King and others
did, and how they did it, and how it informs
what I do and how I think about other things
today. And I would ask you only to think
about three things—the hour is late and it’s
warm in here, and I can’t bring the chickens
home to roost. [Laughter]

But I think of these three things. Number
one, Dr. King used to speak about how we
were all bound together in a web of mutuality
which was an elegant way of saying, whether
we like it or not, we’re all in this life together.
We are interdependent. Well, what does that
mean? Well, let me give you a specific exam-
ple.

We had some good news today: Incomes
in America went up 5 percent last year.
That’s a big bump in a year. We’ve got the
best economy in a generation. That’s the
good news. But we are mutually inter-
dependent with people far beyond our bor-
ders. Yesterday there was some more news
that was troubling out of Russia—some

rumor, some fact, about the decline in the
economy. Our stock market dropped over
350 points. And in Latin America, our most
fast-growing market for American exports, all
the markets went down, even though, as far
as we know, most of those countries are
doing everything right. Why? Because we’re
in a tighter and tighter and tighter web of
mutuality.

Asia has these economic troubles. So even
though we’ve got the best economy in a gen-
eration, our farm exports to Asia are down
30 percent from last year, and we have States
in this country where farmers, the hardest
working people in this country, can’t make
their mortgage payments because of things
that happened half a world away they didn’t
have any direct influence on at all. This world
is being bound together more closely.

So what is the lesson from that? Well, I
should go to Russia, because, as John said,
anybody can come see you when you’re doing
well. I should go there and I should—[ap-
plause]—and we should tell them that if
they’ll be strong and do the disciplined, hard
things they have to do to reform their coun-
try, their economy, and get through this dark
night, that we’ll stick with them. And we
ought to meet our responsibilities to the
International Monetary Fund and these
other international groups, because we can’t
solve the world’s problems alone. We can’t
even solve our problems alone, because we’re
in this web of mutuality. But I learned that
from the civil rights movement, not from an
economics textbook.

The second thing, even if you’re not a paci-
fist, whenever possible peace and non-
violence is always the right thing to do. I re-
member so vividly in 1994—John writes
about this in the book—I was trying to pass
this crime bill. And all the opposition to the
crime bill that was in the newspapers, all the
intense opposition was coming from the NRA
and the others that did not want us to ban
assault weapons, didn’t believe that we ought
to have more community policemen walking
the streets, and conservatives who thought
we should just punish people more and not
spend more money trying to keep kids out
of trouble in the first place. And it was a
huge fight.
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And so they came to see me, and they said,
‘‘Well, John Lewis is not going to vote for
this bill.’’ And I said, ‘‘Why?’’ And they said,
‘‘Because it increases the number of crimes
subject to the Federal death penalty, and he’s
not for it. And he’s not in bed with all those
other people, he thinks they’re wrong, but
he can’t vote for it.’’ And I said, ‘‘Well, let
him alone. There’s no point in calling him,
because he’s lived a lifetime dedicated to an
idea.’’ And while I may not be a pacifist,
whenever possible it’s always the right thing
to do—to try to be peaceable and nonviolent.

What does that mean for today? Well,
there’s a lot of good news. It’s like the econ-
omy. The crime rate is at a 25-year low; juve-
nile crime is finally coming down. Yesterday
we put out a handbook to send to every
school in the country to try to increase the
ability of teachers and others to identify kids
in trouble, to try to stop these horrible, al-
though isolated, examples when young peo-
ple wreak violence on others. We’ve got all
over the country now these exciting commu-
nity-based programs that are dramatically re-
ducing violence among young people—the
school uniforms and curfew programs and
summer school in Chicago now is the sixth
biggest school district in America—the sum-
mer school. Over 40,000 kids are now getting
three square meals a day in the schools of
that city. There’s a lot of great things going
on. But it is still a pretty violent world.

A black man was murdered recently in
Texas in the most horrible way, because peo-
ple not representative of that community, but
people living in that community, were driven
crazy through their demonic images of a man
of a different race.

We have more diversity than ever before.
It’s wonderful, but there are still—we now
see different minority groups at each other’s
throat from time to time, not understanding
their racial or their cultural or their religious
differences. And again, there is this web of
mutuality.

Half a world away terrorists trying to hurt
Americans blow up two Embassies in Africa.
And they kill some of our people, some of
our best people, of, I might add, very many
different racial and ethnic backgrounds—
American citizens, including a distinguished
career African-American diplomat and his

son. But they also killed almost 300 Africans
and wounded 5,000 others.

We see their pictures in the morning
paper—two of them who did that—we’re
bringing them home. And they look like ac-
tive, confident young people. What hap-
pened inside them that made them feel so
much hatred toward us that they could justify
not only an act of violence against innocent
diplomats and other public servants but the
collateral consequences to Africans whom
they would never know? They had children,
too.

So it is always best to remember that we
have to try to work for peace in the Middle
East, for peace in Northern Ireland, for an
end to terrorism, for protections against bio-
logical and chemical weapons being used in
the first place.

The night before we took action against
the terrorist operations in Afghanistan and
Sudan, I was here on this island, up until
2:30 in the morning, trying to make abso-
lutely sure that at that chemical plant there
was no night shift. I believed I had to take
the action I did, but I didn’t want some per-
son, who was a nobody to me but who may
have a family to feed and a life to live and
probably had no earthly idea what else was
going on there, to die needlessly.

It’s another reason we ought to pay our
debt to the United Nations, because if we
can work together, together we can find
more peaceful solutions. Now, I didn’t learn
that when I became President. I learned it
from John Lewis and the civil rights move-
ment a long time ago.

And the last thing I learned from them
on which all these other things depend, with-
out which we cannot build a world of peace,
or one America in an increasingly peaceful
world, bound together in this web of mutual-
ity, is that you can’t get there unless you’re
willing to forgive your enemies.

I never will forget one of the most—I don’t
think I’ve ever spoken about this in public
before, but I—one of the most meaningful,
personal moments I’ve had as President was
a conversation I had with Nelson Mandela.
And I said to him—I said, ‘‘You know, I’ve
read your book, and I’ve heard you speak,
and you spent time with my wife and daugh-
ter, and you’ve talked about inviting your
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jailers to your inauguration.’’ And I said, ‘‘It’s
very moving.’’ And I said, ‘‘You’re a shrewd
as well as a great man. But come on, now,
how did you really do that? You can’t make
me believe you didn’t hate those people who
did that to you for 27 years.’’

He said, ‘‘I did hate them for quite a long
time. After all, they abused me physically and
emotionally. They separated me from my
wife, and it eventually broke my family up.
They kept me from seeing my children grow
up.’’ He said, ‘‘For quite a long time I hated
them.’’ And then he said, ‘‘I realized one day,
breaking rocks, that they could take every-
thing away from me—everything—but my
mind and my heart. Now, those things I
would have to give away. And I simply de-
cided I would not give them away.’’

So, as you look around the world you see—
how do you explain these three children who
were killed in Ireland, or all the people who
were killed in the square when the people
were told to leave the city hall, there was
a bomb there, and then they walked out to-
ward the bomb? What about all those fami-
lies in Africa—I don’t know, I can’t pick up
the telephone and call them and say, ‘‘I’m
so sorry this happened.’’ How do we find that
spirit?

All of you know, I’m having to become
quite an expert in this business of asking for
forgiveness. It gets a little easier the more
you do it. And if you have a family, an admin-
istration, a Congress, and a whole country
to ask, you’re going to get a lot of practice.
[Laughter]

But I have to tell you that in these last
days, it has come home to me, again, some-
thing I first learned as President, but it wasn’t
burned in my bones, and that is that in order
to get it, you have to be willing to give it.

And all of us—the anger, the resentment,
the bitterness, the desire for recrimination
against people you believe have wronged
you, they harden the heart and deaden the
spirit and lead to self-inflicted wounds. And
so it is important that we are able to forgive
those we believe have wronged us, even as
we ask for forgiveness from people we have
wronged. And I heard that first—first—in
the civil rights movement: ‘‘Love thy neigh-
bor as thyself.’’

What does it all mean and where do we
take it from here? I’m so glad John told you
the story of the little kids, of whom he was
one, holding the house down. I want to close
with what else he said about it, because it’s
where I think we have to go in order for
the civil rights movement to have a lasting
legacy.

In the prolog of John’s book, he tells the
story about the kids holding the house down.
And then he says the following: ‘‘More than
half a century has passed since that day. And
it has struck me more than once over those
many years that our society is not unlike the
children in that house, rocked again and
again by the winds of one storm or another,
the walls around us seeming at times as if
they might fly apart. It seemed that way in
the 1960’s when America felt itself bursting
at the seams; so many storms.

‘‘But the people of conscience never left
the house. They never ran away. They stayed.
They came together. They did the best they
could, clasping hands and moving toward the
corner of the house that was weakest. And
then another corner would lift, and we would
go there. And eventually, inevitably, the
storm would settle and the house would still
stand. But we knew another storm would
come and we would have to do it all over
again. And we did. And we still do, all of
us, you and I. Children holding hands, walk-
ing with the wind. That is America to me.
Not just the movement for civil rights, but
the endless struggle to respond with decency,
dignity, and a sense of brotherhood to all the
challenges that face us as a nation as a
whole.’’

And then he says this: ‘‘That is a story,
in essence, of my life, of the path to which
I’ve been committed since I turned from a
boy to a man and to which I remain commit-
ted today, a path that extends beyond the
issue of race alone, beyond class as well, and
gender and age and every other distinction
that tends to separate us as human beings
rather than bring us together. The path in-
volves nothing less than the pursuit of the
most precious and pure concept I have ever
known, an ideal I discovered as a young man
that has guided me like a beacon ever since,
a concept called ‘the beloved community.’ ’’
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That is the America we are trying to create.
That is the America John Lewis and his com-
rades on this day 35 years ago gave us the
chance to build for our children.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:54 p.m. in the
Union Chapel. In his remarks, he referred to
Charles J. Ogletree, Jr., professor, Harvard Uni-
versity Law School; Henry L. Gates, Jr., W.E.B.
DuBois professor of humanities, Harvard Univer-
sity; Anita Hill, former professor, University of
Oklahoma Law School; A. Leon Higginbotham,
Jr., former Chief Judge, Third Circuit; author
Marianne Larned; performers Sabrina Luening
and Elza Minor; students Sebastian Corwin, Giles
Welch, Olivia Lew, Mia Gonsalves, and Rebecca
Chastang; James H. Bryan, president, Union
Chapel; Representative John Lewis and his wife,
Lillian; and State President Nelson Mandela of
South Africa.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

August 24
In the morning, the President was briefed

by National Security Adviser Samuel Berger
on developments in Russia, the upcoming
summit, and the U.S. military action against
terrorist sites in Afghanistan and Sudan.

August 25
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Boris
Yeltsin of Russia concerning the Russian eco-
nomic situation, the upcoming summit, and
the U.S. military action against terrorist sites
in Afghanistan and Sudan.

August 26
The President announced his intention to

appoint Edward Schuh as Chair of the Board
for International Food and Agricultural De-
velopment.

The President declared a major disaster in
Texas and ordered Federal aid to supplement

State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by Tropical Storm Charley beginning
August 22 and continuing.

August 27
In the morning, the President traveled

from Martha’s Vineyard to Worcester, MA.
In the afternoon, he returned to Martha’s
Vineyard.

The President declared a major disaster in
North Carolina and ordered Federal aid to
supplement State and local recovery efforts
in the area struck by Hurricane Bonnie on
August 25 and continuing.

August 28
In the morning, the President participated

in a conference call with Vice President Al
Gore, the national security and economic
teams, and Deputy Secretary of State Strobe
Talbott concerning the President’s upcoming
visit to Russia.

The White House announced the Presi-
dent’s intention to nominate former Gov. Mi-
chael Sullivan of Wyoming to be U.S. Ambas-
sador to Ireland.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released August 22

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

VerDate 28-AUG-98 08:04 Sep 02, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P35AU4.028 TXED02 PsN: TXED02



1665Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

Released August 24

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Released August 25

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy
Press Secretary Barry Toiv

Released August 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy
Press Secretary Barry Toiv

Statement by the Press Secretary on the ap-
pointment of Gregory L. Schulte as Special
Assistant to the President and Director for
Implementation of the Dayton Accords at
the National Security Council

Statement by the Press Secretary: Federal
Panel Orders Declassification of Selected
Cold War Documents

Released August 28

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy
Press Secretary Barry Toiv

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Adviser Samuel Berger, Deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser Jim Steinberg, Dep-
uty Treasury Secretary Larry Summers, and
Ambassador at Large for the Newly Inde-
pendent States Steve Sestanovich on the
President’s upcoming visit to Russia, North-
ern Ireland, and Ireland

Acts Approved
by the President

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.
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