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about the commitment of Russia to the
course of reform and democracy. It seems
to me that anybody can get on an airplane
and take a trip in good times and that friends
come to visit each other in challenging and
difficult times.

I come here as a friend, because I believe
in the future of Russia. I come here also be-
cause I believe someone has to tell the truth
to the people, so that you’re not skeptical
when your political leaders tell you things
that are hard to hear. There is no way out
of playing by the rules of the international
economy if you wish to be a part of it. We
cannot abandon the rules of the international
economy. No one can.

There is a way to preserve the social safety
net and the social contract and to help the
people who are too weak to succeed. There
is a way to do that. And there are people
who will help to do that. But it has to be
done. So I come here as a friend. I come
here because I know that the future of our
children and the future of Russia’s young
people are going to be entwined, and I want
it to be a good future. And I believe it can
be.

Recently, a woman from Petrozavodsk—
I hope I pronounced that right,
Petrozavodsk—wrote these words about your
people, who won World War II and rebuilt
from the rubble. Listen to this. She said, ‘‘We
survived the ruins, the devastation, the hun-
ger, and the cold. It is not possible that our
people can do this again? If people raise
themselves, they can move mountains. To-
ward what end? Pushkin once said that so
long as we burn with freedom, we can fulfill
the noble urges of our souls.’’

In all this dry and sometimes dour talk
about economics and finance, never forget
that, whatever your human endeavor, the ul-
timate purpose of it is to fulfill the noble
urges of your soul. That is the ultimate vic-
tory the Russian people will reap if you will
see this process through to the end. I hope
you will do that, and I hope we will be able
to be your partners every step of the way.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:50 p.m. in the
auditorium at Moscow State University. In his re-
marks, he referred to Maxim Safonov, student,
Moscow State University; and Minister of Foreign

Affairs Yevgeniy Primakov and President Boris
Yeltsin of Russia. A portion of these remarks could
not be verified because the tape was incomplete.

Statement on the Northern Ireland
Peace Process
September 1, 1998

I join Prime Ministers Blair and Ahern in
welcoming today’s statement by Sinn Fein
President Gerry Adams committing to exclu-
sively democratic and peaceful means in the
political process in Northern Ireland. Sinn
Fein joins its voice to the vast majority of
Northern Ireland’s people who are deter-
mined to see, in Mr. Adams’ words, that ‘‘vio-
lence is a thing of the past, over, done with,
and gone.’’ This statement is an important
contribution to building the trust and con-
fidence necessary to make the Good Friday
accord a reality.

I am looking forward to meeting personally
with all the party leaders in Northern Ire-
land. I will urge them to work for full and
speedy implementation of the Good Friday
accord—the best way to put an end to con-
flict and ensure peace in Northern Ireland.

Statement on Harold Ickes’ 1996
Campaign Financing Activities
September 1, 1998

Harold Ickes has been an important part
of this administration’s efforts to move our
country forward and has devoted much of
his life to improving the lives of all Ameri-
cans. He has been a trusted adviser and a
dedicated public servant. I am confident that
investigators will find he acted lawfully and
appropriately.

Statement on Senate Action on
Appropriations Legislation
September 1, 1998

For the past month, I have criticized the
House Republican education and training
budget because it shortchanges America’s fu-
ture. Today I am pleased that a bipartisan
group of Senators voted to reject parts of the
extreme House Republican education and
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