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the middle of a treatment—during a preg-
nancy, during a chemotherapy treatment, or
whatever—they won’t be required to change
doctors. They have a right to know that their
records will be private.

This is 160 million people. And we and
our Republican friends in Washington are at
direct loggerheads over this, something that
affects 160 million people. That’s the kind
of thing this election is all about.

So what I want you to do is to know, num-
ber one, you have done a very good thing
making this weekend possible—this event
possible, because you are going to give us
a chance to tell the people what putting peo-
ple first means in terms of 1998. But number
two, I ask you to go back to your homes,
go back to your friends and neighbors, and
keep talking until you’re blue in the face. Re-
member, our problem is not adversity; we
will rise in adversity. Our problem is compla-
cence. Our problem is the burden of history.
Our problem is people thinking, ‘‘Things are
good now; I don’t have to move.’’ We do have
to move.

And if we talk about these big things and
we remember these elections are never
about us—they’re always about those folks
out on the street; they’re always about what
putting people first means; they’re always
about freedom and opportunity and reconcil-
ing Americans to each other across all the
lines that divide us—if we do that, we’re
going to do just fine.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:03 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
luncheon host Denise Rich; and Steve Grossman,
national chair, Democratic National Committee.

Statement on the Death of
George C. Wallace
September 14, 1998

Hillary and I offer our condolences to the
family and friends of George Wallace. I re-
member working with him at the Governors’
conference in 1983. Governor Wallace was
wheelchair-bound and often in great pain,
but he rolled into the committee room to
provide the crucial vote that enabled the

Governors to help save Federal support for
disabled Americans unable to work.

Like the State he served as Governor and
the region he represented as a candidate for
President, George Wallace made a painful—
but essential—journey, abandoning, in the
end, the politics of division and embracing
the politics of inclusion and reconciliation.
For that, all Americans can be grateful.

Statement on Government Use of
Recycled Products

September 14, 1998

Today I am pleased to sign an Executive
order strengthening Federal efforts to pro-
tect the environment and promote economic
growth through the purchase of recycled and
other environmentally preferable products.

As the Nation’s largest paper purchaser,
the Federal Government has a special re-
sponsibility to lead the way in building mar-
kets for recycled goods. Since 1993, when
I signed an earlier Executive order to pro-
mote recycling, we have quadrupled our pur-
chase of recycled-content paper. Today we
are going the next step. I am directing agen-
cies to ensure that as of January 1 they pur-
chase only recycled paper. Through this sin-
gle action, we will save up to half a million
trees a year, reduce air and water pollution,
and curb emissions that contribute to global
warming. We will also harness our tremen-
dous purchasing power to spur the growing
market for recycled products.

To further promote the use of environ-
mentally preferable products, this ‘‘Greening
the Government’’ Executive order also di-
rects agencies to establish recycling targets,
encourages them to purchase biobased and
other ‘‘green’’ products, and creates a White
House task force to oversee Federal recy-
cling efforts.

Recycling is one of America’s great envi-
ronmental success stories. Across the coun-
try, families and businesses each day dem-
onstrate their commitment to our environ-
ment through the simple act of recycling. By
redoubling our efforts to ‘‘green the Govern-
ment,’’ we are demonstrating once again that
the environment and the economy go hand
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in hand, and helping to promote a more sus-
tainable future for America.

Executive Order 13101—Greening
the Government Through Waste
Prevention, Recycling, and Federal
Acquisition
September 14, 1998

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Solid
Waste Disposal Act, Public Law 89–272, 79
Stat. 997, as amended by the Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act (RCRA), Public
Law 94–580, 90 Stat. 2795, as amended (42
U.S.C. 6901–6907), section 301 of title 3,
United States Code, and in order to improve
the Federal Government’s use of recycled
products and environmentally preferable
products and services, it is hereby ordered
as follows:

Part 1—Preamble
Section 101. Consistent with the demands

of efficiency and cost effectiveness, the head
of each executive agency shall incorporate
waste prevention and recycling in the agen-
cy’s daily operations and work to increase and
expand markets for recovered materials
through greater Federal Government pref-
erence and demand for such products. It is
the national policy to prefer pollution pre-
vention, whenever feasible. Pollution that
cannot be prevented should be recycled; pol-
lution that cannot be prevented or recycled
should be treated in an environmentally safe
manner. Disposal should be employed only
as a last resort.

Sec. 102. Consistent with policies estab-
lished by the Office of Federal Procurement
Policy (OFPP) Policy Letter 92–4, agencies
shall comply with executive branch policies
for the acquisition and use of environ-
mentally preferable products and services
and implement cost-effective procurement
preference programs favoring the purchase
of these products and services.

Sec. 103. This order creates a Steering
Committee, a Federal Environmental Execu-
tive (FEE), and a Task Force, and establishes
Agency Environmental Executive (AEE) po-

sitions within each agency, to be responsible
for ensuring the implementation of this
order. The FEE, AEEs, and members of the
Steering Committee and Task Force shall be
full-time Federal Government employees.

Part 2—Definitions
For purposes of this order:
Sec. 201. ‘‘Environmentally preferable’’

means products or services that have a lesser
or reduced effect on human health and the
environment when compared with compet-
ing products or services that serve the same
purpose. This comparison may consider raw
materials acquisition, production, manufac-
turing, packaging, distribution, reuse, oper-
ation, maintenance, or disposal of the prod-
uct or service.

Sec. 202. ‘‘Executive agency’’ or ‘‘agency’’
means an executive agency as defined in 5
U.S.C. 105. For the purpose of this order,
military departments, as defined in 5 U.S.C.
102, are covered under the auspices of the
Department of Defense.

Sec. 203. ‘‘Postconsumer material’’ means
a material or finished product that has served
its intended use and has been discarded for
disposal or recovery, having completed its life
as a consumer item. ‘‘Postconsumer mate-
rial’’ is a part of the broader category of ‘‘re-
covered material.’’

Sec. 204. ‘‘Acquisition’’ means the acquir-
ing by contract with appropriated funds for
supplies or services (including construction)
by and for the use of the Federal Govern-
ment through purchase or lease, whether the
supplies or services are already in existence
or must be created, developed, dem-
onstrated, and evaluated. Acquisition begins
at the point when agency needs are estab-
lished and includes the description of re-
quirements to satisfy agency needs, solicita-
tion and selection of sources, award of con-
tracts, contract financing, contract perform-
ance, contract administration, and those
technical and management functions directly
related to the process of fulfilling agency
needs by contract.

Sec. 205. ‘‘Recovered materials’’ means
waste materials and by-products that have
been recovered or diverted from solid waste,
but such term does not include those mate-
rials and by-products generated from, and
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