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was before. But we have an operating agree-
ment here that we will all say that nothing
has been agreed to until everything has been
agreed to. I think that is a good operating
agreement. If they ever decide to change it,
then I will honor their decision. Otherwise,
our position is that you cannot conclude that
anything has been agreed to until everything
has been agreed to.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Message on the Observance of Yom
Kippur, 1998
September 28, 1998

Warm greetings to all those observing Yom
Kippur.

On the Day of Atonement, Jews across
America and around the world fervently seek
the blessing of forgiveness and reconciliation.
The most solemn of Jewish holy days, Yom
Kippur is a time of profound prayer, fasting,
and self-examination.

Amid the clamor and distraction of every-
day life, Yom Kippur is a call for silence and
reflection, a summons for believers to re-
member and repair their fundamental rela-
tionships with God and with their fellow
human beings. It is a challenge to Jews and
a reminder to Americans of all faiths to live
our lives according to our beliefs: to have
faith in God’s mercy and to have the humility
and strength of spirit to begin again.

Best wishes for a blessed and meaningful
Yom Kippur.

Bill Clinton

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Railroad Retirement Board
September 28, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
I transmit herewith the Annual Report of

the Railroad Retirement Board for Fiscal
Year 1997, pursuant to the provisions of sec-
tion 7(b)(6) of the Railroad Retirement Act

and section 12(1) of the Railroad Unemploy-
ment Insurance Act.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 28, 1998.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee Dinner
Honoring Senator Barbara Boxer
September 28, 1998

First of all, I want to thank Smith and Eliz-
abeth. I’m going to have to start paying a
portion of the property tax on this home if
I come here many more times this year.
[Laughter] It’s such a beautiful place; it’s a
happy place. The children are always around,
which makes it more happy. It also reminds
us what these elections are really all about.

The story Barbara told is true. I called her
one night to see how she was doing and ask
her about the campaign, make sure she had
a theory of the case. [Laughter] And I offered
to do something here in Washington.

Hillary was just in Washington and Oregon
States and then came into northern Califor-
nia, where Barbara had a great event with
Hillary’s mom and Tony. Hillary said it was
wonderful. Then we had a good night in Los
Angeles on Saturday night.

I just got back from Chicago and making
three stops in California and two in Texas.
And I believe that we have an unusual oppor-
tunity in this election, and one that is unprec-
edented. But I want you to know why I’m
glad you’re here and why I’ll be brief, be-
cause I want to go in there—you’d rather
watch a movie than hear a speech, especially
if the movie is only a minute long. [Laughter]

But I’d like to talk to you a little bit about
this. In the—normally, the party of the Presi-
dent in Congress loses, not gains, seats at
midterm. It is more than normal, it is vir-
tually an unbroken record in the second term
of the President. But we have things which
are different now. For one thing, we have
an agenda which is dominating the national
debate, and our adversaries really don’t have
one. And insofar as they do, I think we get
the better of the debate. A lot of people were
worried about the adversity of the present
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